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MEMORANDUM FOR: The File M
FROM: a'?éla A. Ktrkul
SUBJECT: Essential Fish Habitat Consultation for a Regulatory Action to

Implement Specifications and Management Measures for Spiny
Dogfish for the 2011 Fishing Year

The Habitat Conservation Division (HCD) has conducted an Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)
consultation pursuant to Section 305(b)(2) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (MSA) for the 2011
Specifications Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Spiny Dogfish fishery that was submitted
to the Regional Office for approval by the Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council on
January 28, 2011. This action would increase the commercial quota for dogfish from 15 million
to 20 million pounds and maintain the status quo possession limit of 3,000 Ib per trip. The
commercial quota in 2009 was 12,000 1b.

The recent quota increases reflect the fact that the spiny dogfish stock is now rebuilt and mark a
transition to a directed fishery for this species. Spiny dogfish are primarily harvested with gill
nets (67% of the 2009 landings) and secondarily with bottom otter trawls (13%) and bottom
long-lines (12%). From a habitat impact perspective, the gear of concern is the bottom trawl.

An analysis of trip-level landings data in the EA shows that only 20% of the bottom traw] trips in
2005-2006 were directed (>50% of the landings) dogfish trips as compared to 50% in 2009-
2010. Increases in the proportion of directed trips during the last decade were considerably
greater for sink gillnets and bottom longlines, indicating that, so far, growth of the directed
fishery has taken place primarily in the fixed-gear fisheries.

Given the relatively minor importance of the bottom trawl fishery for dogfish and the fact that
the increased abundance of dogfish can be expected to increase the catch-per-unit-effort of this
species in trawl catches — thus reducing the amount of bottom contact time required to reach the
3,000-1b per trip possession limit — the proposed 33% increase in the commercial quota is not
expected to have more than a minimal impact on benthic EFH in the region. In addition, since
most dogfish are still caught incidentally to higher value groundfish species in the mixed-species
traw] fishery, an increase in the commercial quota for dogfish is not expected to have a very
great effect on bottom trawling activity that is directed at other species and that is not affected by
this action.

Adverse impacts of the multispecies bottom trawl fishery in the Northeast region were
minimized to the extent practicable in 2004 with the creation of seven habitat closed areas that
prohibit the use of any mobile, bottom-tending fishing gear. Since the proposed action would
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not have any more than minimal adverse impacts on EFH that require mitigation, the adverse
impacts of the fishery would continue to be minimized once this action is implemented.
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