
      

    
 

 

 

  

 

 

     
 

 

   

 
 

 

 
 
“This spring the Town of Plymouth is excited to celebrate both the return of river herring to 
Town Brook and the removal of the Off Billington Street Dam. We thank our project partners 
and look forward to our next project, the Plymco dam removal, and the next phase of the Town 
Brook Restoration Program.” 

-David Gould, Director, Department of Marine and Environmental Affairs - Town of Plymouth 
 
“We’re honored to be working alongside such a committed group of partners that have 
invested a lot over the years to make today possible. It’s going to be great to come back to this 
brook after all the work is completed and see the continued progress in restoring sea-run fish, 
and the ecological and economic benefits that result.”  
 
-John Bullard, Regional Administrator, NOAA Fisheries  
 
"The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is pleased to have been part of the successful removal of the 
Off-Billington Street Dam--an important component of restoring the overall health of Town 
Brook. We look forward to continuing our collaboration with the Town of Plymouth, 
Massachusetts Division of Ecological Restoration, NOAA and other partners to remove the 
Plymco and Holmes dams and further restore fish passage and habitat in this iconic stream." 
 
- Deborah Rocque, Deputy Regional Director for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Northeast 
Region. 
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“The dedication and leadership shown by the Town of Plymouth to restore its vital natural 
resources reflects its commitment to forward-thinking. The restoration of Town Brook benefits 
both the community and the environment, setting a great example for projects across the 
Commonwealth that will bolster our economy and quality of life.” 
 
-Rick Sullivan, Secretary, Energy and Environmental Affairs 
 
 
“Restoring the ecological health of Town Brook will bring back an important part of our natural 
and cultural history in Plymouth, a town that that is particularly proud of its environmental 
heritage and history. Our Divisions of Ecological Restoration and Marine Fisheries are proud to 
be a part of this highly effective project team.” 
 
-Mary Griffin, Commissioner, MA Department of Fish and Game 
 
“DCR’s Office of Dam Safety has worked tirelessly with local communities to improve public 
safety and structural integrity of dams throughout the Commonwealth. The removal of this 
Dam will help restore and enhance the natural habitat, while improving public safety for the 
Plymouth community.” 
 
-Jack Murray, Commissioner, MA Department of Conservation and Recreation  
 
“After decades of monitoring and directly aiding fish passage past the obstructions along Town 
Brook, the Division of Marine Fisheries is highly supportive of the ongoing, collaborative effort 
towards full restoration of this historic river herring run. Dam removals are the premier means 
of providing diadromous fish passage.” 
  
- Paul Diodati, Director, MA Division of Marine Fisheries 
 
"The Gulf of Maine Council on the Marine Environment is very pleased to support community 
projects that enhance the environment of this region. This project to restore Town Brook is the 
result of a great restoration partnership and we are proud to be a part of returning the tide and 
herring to this important ecosystem." 
 
-Bruce Carlisle, Director, Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management (CZM) and Gulf of 
Maine Council member 
 
“Town Brook’s rich history gives us a great appreciation for its vital role in supporting healthy 
humans, ecosystems and economies. This significant dam removal project promises a new and 
hopeful future for herring runs through the restoration of a lifeline of free-flowing 
water.  Plimoth Plantation is delighted to be part of this milestone and in the education and 
outreach efforts that are helping to ensure the sustainability of Town Brook for future 
generations.” 
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-Richard Pickering, Deputy Executive Director, Plimoth Plantation 
 
“The Corporate Wetlands Restoration Partnership has been a proud supporter of Town Brook 
restoration projects for nearly a decade. Corporate donations through our non-profit 
organization have made a big impact improving the local environment, and we welcome others 
to join us.” 
 
- Leo Pierre Roy, Chair of the Massachusetts Chapter, Corporate Wetlands Restoration 
Partnership 
 
"Conservation Law Foundation has been very pleased to work with the town of Plymouth and 
NOAA on this important project. Returning herring runs to Massachusetts will bring back fish 
like cod throughout the region, good news for the ocean and for fisherman. The town of 
Plymouth has been a real leader in this effort."  
 
-Peter Shelley, Senior Counsel, Conservation Law Foundation 
 
“Native Plymouth Tours is honored to Support’s the Town of Plymouth’s and the committed 
group of partners in its efforts in bringing back Town Brook to its original state and in doing 
such,  helping the River Herring increases its population!  This is a great day for the Town of 
Plymouth and its partners and the Herring”    
 
-Timothy Turner, Native Plymouth Tours 
 
 “The lesson of Town Brook is that rivers are remarkably resilient. With just a little help, rivers 
and fisheries can be restored, with great benefits for local communities. American Rivers is 
proud to be a partner on the restoration of Town Brook, and as we celebrate this success we 
look forward to the next project. Thanks to the dedication of many partners, future generations 
will know the story of Town Brook as one of hope, healing, and revival.” 
 
- Chris Williams, Senior Vice President for Conservation, American Rivers 
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