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State, Local, and Federal Officials Announce  
Completion of Fishway at Tingue Dam and  

Paul Pawlak, Sr. Park in Seymour 
 

 Connecticut’s Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) today joined 
U.S. Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), and the Town of Seymour to celebrate completion of a $6.3 million project that has 
created a fish bypass channel around Tingue Dam and Paul Pawlak, Sr. Park, named after a 
former First Selectman and state legislator.  
 
 Partners and funders included NOAA, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Housatonic River 
Natural Resource Damage Trustee Council, DEEP and the Town of Seymour.   
 
 “The fishway around Tingue Dam and magnificent local park named after former First 
Selectman Paul Pawlak, Sr. is a fitting tribute to the Town of Seymour and all of its residents,” 
said Governor Malloy.  “The success of this project is the result of the support of numerous 
partners – including federal, state, and local advocates.”  
 
 “Today’s opening is years in the making and it is great to see it finally come to fruition,” 
said Rosa DeLauro, U.S. Congresswoman. “The completion of this bypass channel will restore 
the natural migration patterns for four species of fish that carry not just regional, but national 
significance.  I fought hard for federal funding for this project because protecting the ecosystem 
for future generations is the right thing to do.” 
 
 "Over the years, through our combined contributions, we have made real progress  
improving fish passage and water quality on the Naugatuck River," said John Bullard, regional 
administrator, NOAA Fisheries.  "It’s exciting to see this obsolete dam and former manufacturing  
site made passable to migrating fish species.  The restoration of this river ecosystem will have  
ecological and socio-economic benefits for all the communities that border this river." 
 
 “This fishway is the first of its kind in the Northeast and will serve as a model for future 
fishways, restoring access to approximately 30 miles of habitat for a variety of fish to spawn and 
rear their young,” said DEEP Commissioner Robert Klee. “The fishway and park are located in 
an urban setting and provide easy access to the Naugatuck River with a stunning landscape and 
beautiful stone walls where visitors will enjoy the outdoors and be guided by interpretive signs to 
educate them about the unique and important history of the area.”   
 

 

 



 

 “We’re very excited to see this project complete,” said Kurt Miller, First Selectman, 
Seymour.  “It’s been in the works for a long time and we expect it to be a popular draw for 
downtown Seymour that will benefit the whole area.” 
 
 “Paul Pawlak, Sr. was a man whose actions have had and will continue to have a 
profound impact on the citizens of our state and our lives now and far into the future,” said Joe 
Pawlak, son of Paul Pawlak, Sr.  “He and his committee’s actions made it possible for the 
Naugatuck River to now be a recreational resource for the entire valley.”  
 
 
Benefits of Fishway at Tingue Dam 
 
 The Tingue Dam fishway will allow important fish species, including American shad, 
blueback herring, alewife and American eel to access and spawn in about 30 miles of 
reconnected habitat from Long Island Sound to Thomaston. 
 
 The fishway represents the latest step in the effort to get fish around dams in Connecticut.  
The Tingue Dam Fishway is the 65th fishway in Connecticut.  Maine and Massachusetts are the 
only East Coast states that have more fishways than Connecticut.   

 
Paul Pawlak, Sr. Park 

 
 The Paul Pawlak, Sr. Park is named after Paul Pawlak, Sr., who passed away this past 
February.  He was a former First Selectman in Seymour and served in Connecticut’s House of 
Representatives for 12 years.  

 
 While in the legislature Mr. Pawlak was an advocate for Connecticut’s environment and 
its waterways.  He worked for passage of the State’s Clean Water Act, which put controls on 
discharges into our waterways.   

 
 This attractive park will bring people back to the river for their enjoyment of many 
natural wonders including fish, birds and other wildlife.  Interpretive signs on both the industrial 
and natural history of the River will educate visitors about the community.  

 
History of Tingue Mill 

 
 The last mill at this site was the Tingue Mill, for which the dam is named.  The mill 
operated from the late 1800’s until 1955 when the historic flood destroyed the machinery and the 
mill went out of business.  The building was demolished in 1959 to make room for Route 8. 

 
 Tingue Mill was known for producing plush woolen covers that were commonly found 
on the seats of Pullman train cars throughout the nation. 
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