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Georges Bank Yellowtail Multispecies Trip Catch 
Seasonality

Georges Bank Yellowtail Groundfish Catch (FY10 and FY11)
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Commercial Multispecies GB Yellowtail Catch

Gear
FY10 FY11 FY10 FY11 FY10 FY11 FY10 FY11

Longline, Bottom 67 36 89 19 13 34 102 53
Large Mesh Gillnet 3 15 0 403 104 424 104 827
Otter Trawl, Bottom 835 774 1,422,933 1,940,715 150,897 97,856 1,573,831 2,038,570
Otter Trawl, Haddock 184 139 69,557 61,746 19,044 7,929 88,601 69,675
Trawl, Ruhle 22 53 3,088 28,780 1,494 852 4,582 29,632

The Data is restricted to Groundfish FY10 and FY11 trips with existing Vessel Trip Reports

Run Date: May 17, 2012

These data are the best available to NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). Data source for the report include 
Dealers

Table: Commercial Georges Bank Catch for Groundfish Trips by Gear
Trips Landed Pounds Discards Catch (Landed + Discards)

Source: NMFS Northeast Regional Office
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GB Yellowtail Discard Rates

Based on observer data records*:
• Ruhle trawl has a lower assigned yellowtail discard rate  

than other trawl gears (Bottom and Haddock)
• Discard rate of 1/3 or less
• Small sample ~ 36 observed GB Ruhle trawl trips during  

last two years

*FY2010/2011 Sector Discard Strata
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Typical Species Caught on Trawl Trips*

• By pounds, skate and haddock are the primary species 
caught on Ruhle and Haddock Separator trips
Bottom otter trawl groundfish species also include winter 

flounder and cod
Yellowtail is typically less than 10% of catch by weight

*Based on FY2010 and FY2011 Observer Data


