
December 15, 2009

Amendment 16 to Northeast Multispecies 
Fishery Management Plan 
Proposed Rule
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Rationale for Taking this Action

• Incorporates results from latest stock assessment:
—5 stocks newly classified as being overfished
—Overfishing is still occurring on several stocks
—Updated biological reference points for all 19 groundfish 

stocks

• Implementation date May 1, 2010, to immediately end 
overfishing and maintain existing rebuilding timelines

• Incorporates new Magnuson Act requirements for 
annual catch limits and accountability measures
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Overview of Amendment 16 
Proposed Rule

• Provides option for fishing vessels to continue to fish under 
days-at-sea, or to sign up to fish under sector measures

• Includes 17 new sectors and revisions to 2 existing sectors  

• Establishes rebuilding programs ending in 2017 for stocks newly 
classified as overfished:  Pollock, witch flounder, Georges Bank 
(GB) winter flounder, northern windowpane flounder, and Atlantic 
wolffish

• Incorporates Atlantic wolffish and essential fish habitat 
requirements
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Sector Measures



 

Vessels receive allocations for all stocks:


 

Exception:  Southern New England/Mid-Atlantic (SNE/MA) 
winter flounder, windowpane flounder, ocean pout, Atlantic 
halibut, and Atlantic wolffish



 

Allocation based on vessel landing history (1996-2006)


 

Exception:  GB cod for 2 existing sectors (1996-2001)



 

Vessels exempt from trip limits for all stocks, except:


 

Zero retention:  SNE/MA winter flounder, windowpane 
flounder, ocean pout, and Atlantic wolffish



 

1 fish per trip:  Atlantic halibut



 

Liberal rules for trading allocation between sectors
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Sector Measures


 

Extensive Monitoring Requirements


 
Existing or expanded reporting requirements 
(Observer, VMS, Dealer, VTR)


 

Transitioning to eVTR


 
At-sea monitoring (required in 2012 at levels 
necessary to estimate bycatch)


 

Dockside monitoring (50% in 2010, 20% 
thereafter)% thereafter)



6

Sector Measures


 

Universal Exemptions


 
Groundfish Trip limits



 
Groundfish DAS requirements



 
GB Seasonal Closure Area



 
Portions of GOM Rolling Closure Areas



 
Mesh requirements when using specific gear on 
GB


 

Accountability Measures: Overage deduction in Overage deduction in 
following yearfollowing year
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Common Pool Measures


 

All existing requirements apply, unless 
otherwise noted


 

32% reduction in DAS from 2009 levels


 
24-hour DAS counting


 

Elimination of existing differential DAS 
counting areas


 

Revised trip limits for cod, yellowtail flounder, 
prohibited species


 

Restricted gear areas
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Common Pool Measures


 

Restricted Gear Areas:


 

Vessels must use only selective gear types in 2 areas to avoid 
flatfish


 

Trawl Gear:  Haddock separator trawl, Ruhle trawl, or rope trawl


 

Sink gillnets:  Stand-up net allowed.  Tie-down nets prohibited 
unless using mesh greater than or equal to 10 inches



 

Longline, tub trawls, or handgear


 

Accountability Measures:  


 

2011:  Differential DAS counting


 

2012+:  Hard quarterly quotas, area closures, trip limit 
adjustments, and overage deduction
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All Vessels



 
Liberalization of permit consolidation restrictions 

and the leasing program


 
Expansion/renewal of some Special Access 
Programs to facilitate targeting of haddock



 
Elimination of SNE winter flounder Special Access 
Program



 
Decreased size limit haddock (18”)



 
Increased size limit Atlantic halibut (41”)



 
Allows vessels to be issued both a limited access 
Atlantic sea scallop and limited access NE 
multispecies permit simultaneously 
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Recreational Measures



 
First time allocation to recreational fishing industry
GOM cod and haddock
 Based on catch from years 2001-2006



 
Expansion of the GOM cod seasonal prohibition



 
Accountability Measures:  NMFS adjusts seasons NMFS adjusts seasons 
and size limits for the following year, after and size limits for the following year, after 
consultation with the Councilconsultation with the Council
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Corresponding Actions/Rule Making

• Sector Operations Plans:  Were due by Sept. 1
 List of sector members
Outline of measures applicable to participating vessels
 Requests for additional exemptions beyond universal
 Information about overage penalties or other actions if 

allocation exceeded
 Details about its dockside and at-sea monitoring 

programs
 Compliance with NEPA, ESA, MMPA 
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Sector Operations Plans 


 

17 sectors have submitted operations plans for 
fishing year 2010


 

Represents 789 of the 1,480 eligible Northeast 
multispecies permit holders


 

Represents about 95% of historical commercial 
Northeast multispecies catch


 

Vessels have until April 30, 2010, to withdraw from 
the sector     


 

Requested several exemptions from current 
management measures in addition to universal 
exemptions already included in Amendment 16 
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Corresponding Actions/Rule Making


 

Framework 44


 
Sets annual catch limits for groundfish fishery


 

Revises Amendment 16 GOM cod limit 


 
Proposes to retain the existing limits


 

DAS vessels:  800 lb/DAS, up to 4,000 lb/trip


 

Handgear A vessels:  300 lb/trip limit 


 

Handgear B vessels:  75 lb/trip


 
Proposes a pollock trip limit of 1,000 lb/DAS, up to 
10,000 lb/trip


 

Gives authority for Regional Administrator to 
adjust trip limits and DAS charging in-season
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Timeline for Groundfish Regulations 

December 2010 AM 16 & Sector Operations Plan 
Proposed rules publish 

(30-day comment period)

January 2010 AM 16 & Sector Operations Plan 
Comment period on rules ends

FW 44 Proposed Rule Publishes
(30-day comment period)

February 2010 FW 44 Comment period on rule ends

March 2010 Final rules publish

May 2010 New Regulations effective

*Timeline subject to change.
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