
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES Public Health Service 

Food and Drug Administration 
College Park, IVID 20740 

January 21,2010 

Patricia A. Kurkul 
Regional Administrator 
Northeast Regional Office 
National Marine Fisheries Services 
One Blackburn Drive 
Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930 

Dear Ms. Kurkul: 

On behalf of the Secretary of Health and Human Services the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) is requesting that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) reopen a portion of the closed federal waters in 
the north western Atlantic Ocean, known as Cultivator Shoal, to the harvesting of surf clams 
and ocean quahog clams for human consumption. This area represents a small portion of the 
much larger area known as Georges Bank that was closed to the harvest of surf clams and 
ocean quahog clams on February 1, 1991 as a result of a toxic algal bloom, known as a red 
tide, responsible for the production ofmarine biotoxins that cause Paralytic Shellfish 
Poisoning (PSP) in persons consuming affected clams. Recent testing of clams collected 
from Cultivator Shoal has demonstrated that PSP toxin levels are well below the regulatory 
limit established for public health safety. As a result, FDA has determined that harvesting of 
surf clams and ocean quahog clams for human consumption is once again safe in area 
defined below. 

FDA requests that the NMFS reopen those waters south of 41 degrees 40 minutes north 
latitude, west of 67 degrees 55 minutes west longitude, north of 41 degrees 25 minutes north 
latitude, and east of 68 degrees 25 minutes west longitude (map attached). This area is to be 
reopened to the harvesting of surf clams and ocean quahog clams. 

The remaining area of Georges Bank previously closed in accordance with the February 1, 
1991 closure notice shall remain closed. 

FDA appreciates the support and cooperation provided by NMFS in our joint efforts to 
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protect public health. Please contact Paul DiStefano (301 436-1410) of my staff if you have 
any questions or need further assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Donald W. Kraemer 
Deputy Director 
Office of Food Safety 
Center for Food Safety and 

Applied Nutrition 
Food and Drug Administration 

Attachment: 
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cc: 
HF-l, M. Taylor 
HFS-l, S. Sundlof 
HFS-300, N. Bern 
HFS-325, M. Ellwanger, P. DiStefano 
HFS-615, R. Wagner 
HFR-NE4, E. O'Malley 
HFR-NE27, M. Dowgert 
Ken Moore, Tom McGee, ISSC 
Timothy A. Cardiasmenos, NMFS 


