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MEDIA ADVISORY
Federal and Private Partners host media teleconference on subtyping of Influenza A virus
in five harbor seals in Northeast

NOAA and the New England Aquarium, together with a team of experts from various
research facilities from around the country, will host a media teleconference tomorrow to provide
information and answer questions about the subtyping of the Influenza A virus found in five
harbor seals. Experts will answer questions about the symptoms of the disease, latest numbers
of dead animals, and next steps to determine whether these animals deaths are related to the
rash of seal deaths that have occurred along the coast of Maine, New Hampshire and
Massachusetts since early September.

Shortly before the teleconference, a news release will be available at the NOAA’
Fisheries Service Northeast Regional Office website, on the Hot News page
http://www.nero.noaa.gov/nero/hotnews/

For more information about this and unusual mortality events in general, visit
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/health/mmume/.

WHAT: News media teleconference
WHEN: Tuesday Dec. 20, 11 am EST
WHO: Dr. Teri Rowles, National Marine Mammal Health and Stranding Response

Program Coordinator, NOAA Fisheries Service
Dr. Charles Innis, Director of Health, New England Aquarium

Dr. Hon Ip, Section Head, Diagnostic Virology Laboratory, USGS National
Wildlife Health Center

Dr. Catherine M. Brown, State Public Health Veterinarian, Massachusetts
Department of Public Health, State Laboratory Institute

If you are interested in joining the call, please contact NOAA Public Affairs Office at 301-
427-8030 or Maggie Mooney-Seus 978-281-9175 to get call-in information and passcode.



