Fishing Industry Request for Information

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Marine Fisheries
Service has been petitioned to list Atlantic wolffish (Anarhichas lupus) as endangered
or threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The scientific evidence is
sufficient enough as required under law that we have initiated a review of Atlantic
wolfish status to determine if listing is warranted. The NOAA Fisheries Northeast
Regional Office is the designated lead for this review. The status review requires that we
utilize the best available scientific and commercial data.

We have compiled available scientific data, which for this species, is limited. The
NOAA Fisheries Northeast Fishery Science Center (NEFSC) trawl survey data is one
source of information on the distribution of Atlantic wolffish. However, given the nature
of the trawl gear, which does not sample in rocky areas, we believe there might be areas
in which wolffish are currently found that are not being sampled in the NEFSC survey.

We suspect that some members of the fishing industry may be encountering this species
in these rocky areas and other key habitats which currently may not be sampled through
the trawl survey. We could really use your input to get a more complete estimate of
abundance of this species to aid us in assessing its status.

In particular, we are interested in learning general information on the number of wolffish
you encounter during a trip, sizes of those fish, where dense populations of wolfish may
be found (times of year/locations), types of habitats in which the species is encountered,
and what happens to the fish once it has been brought aboard.

This information will be used only to prepare a status review that reflects the best
information available on wolfish.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!




