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Management Processes

The Nuts and Bolts of Status Reviews, Listing, and Critical Habitat
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What is it?

erequired by ESA 4(b)(1)(A)

«act of reviewing all the available information on a species to
determine if it should be provided ESA protection

«Can be combination of status review team + NMFS or NMFS

Review Then what?

*NMFS utilizes report + files + regulations = listing decision



Timelines for Status Reviews
*|[n-house review = no timeline
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*Petitioned = decision in FR within 12 months
of when petition received
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Endangered = species in danger of extinction
throughout all or a significant portion of its range

TO L|St or Threatened = species that is likely to become an

endangered species within the foreseeable future
NOt TO LISt Throughout all or a significant portion of its range

Not warranted = does not meet E or T above

Warranted but precluded = busy or working on it
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Determine whether a species is E or T because
of any of the following factors:

1. Habitat — destruction or modification or curtailment of range
2. Overutilization — commercial, recreational, scientific
3. Disease or predation
4. Inadequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms
5. Other natural or manmade factors affecting its
continued existence
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ATMDSE,
Wil L,

Rules for Rulemaking

Notice in Federal Register
Public hearings/comments —
Newspaper notices

Letters to states, counties, foreign nations, professional organizations
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5. Within one year of a rule to propose listing:
Finalize listing

Revision

Extension

Withdraw

Critical Habitat
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Critical
Habitat

Final designation concurrent with final

listing rule unless:
a. Undeterminable
b. One-year extension
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What is “Critical Habitat” ?

Specific areas within geographic range on which are
found physical and biological features

1. Essential to the conservation of the species,

2. That may require special management consideration,

3. Specific areas outside the occupied geographic range
that are essential to the conservation of the species

In order for habitat to be included, the habitat features must be
“essential to the conservation of the species.”

Conservation = methods and procedures to bring species to the point
when ESA listing no longer necessary.
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Gulf sturgeon example for Critical Habitat:
Critical habitat includes physical and biological features
(primary constituent elements = PCES)

that are essential to the conservation of the species.

/ PCEs for Gulf sturgeon:
Abundant prey

Riverine spawning areas
Riverine aggregation areas
Appropriate flow regime
Water quality

Sediment quality

Migratory pathways
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Lewisburg

US Hwy 80 Bridge
Pascagotla Bay Sandy Bay

Bay St. Louis

Bayou Lacombe Longitude Line at 88°18 W

Lake Pontchartrain Causeway ‘ Cat Island Dog Keys Pass Dauphin Island
Little Lake Petit Bois Island

Half Moon (Grand) IslandSie au Pitre

Indian Beach Lake Borgne

Abundant prey

Riverine spawning areas
Riverine aggregation areas
Appropriate flow regime
Water quality

Sediment quality

Migratory pathways
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5-Year Reviews

*At least once every 5 years
*Determine, pursuant to 5 factors, whether
species should:
a. be removed from list*
b. be changed in status*



Questions?
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