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Background
Atlantic Sturgeon Proposed for Listing October 2010
P bli C t P i d E t d d t F b 2011Public Comment Period Extended to February 2011
NMFS PR Request for Notice of Intent

—Atlantic Sturgeon Research—Atlantic Sturgeon Research
—Response

Next Step
—Applying for a Scientific Research Permit
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Introduction:  ESA

Section 10(a)(1)(A) permits for “scientific purposes or to ( )( )( ) p p p
enhance the propagation or survival of the affected
species”

S ti 10(d) NMFS t “fi d” th tSection 10(d) NMFS must “find” that
—permit was applied for in good faith
—if granted and exercised, will not operate to the g a ted a d e e c sed, ot ope ate to t e

disadvantage of such endangered species
—will be consistent with purposes and policy set forth in 

Section 2 (i e recovery)
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Section 2 (i.e., recovery)



APPS
Online application system for  Authorizations and 

Permits for Protected Species (APPS)
APPS Website:APPS Website:

—https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov
—Create an account/Registered Userg

Submit an application for 10(a)(1)(A) permit for Atlantic 
sturgeon research

5



Application Guidance

Online Application Instructions and Help Document
* PDF l idi i t ti f APPS—*.PDF  manual providing instructions for APPS

—Appendices 
• Permit Role Definitions
• Take Table Drop-down Menus

Examples of Applications
E i ti it h ld U li ti f t—Existing permit holders:  Use application for current 
permit as a guide

—New Applicants:  Contact PR and we can give you 
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pp g y
application examples



Application Process

First step: use the Pre-Application Guide (PAG)

Walks you through 2-3 pages of questions

Concludes with a results screen that:
• Tells you what type(s) of permit(s) you needy yp ( ) p ( ) y
• Provides contact information and links to websites for 

more information and/or applications
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*Select 
Other*Other
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* Select 
Shortnose 
Sturgeon*
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Application Componentspp p

Project Description 
—Purpose (List Objectives)
—Description  (Location and Methods)

L ti—Location
• Detailed Description

– Action Area: river system, characteristics, locations for 
li tsampling, etc.

—Methods
• Detailed Description
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– Capture/Handling protocols, Equipment used, Samples 
taken, Total processing time



Application Components

Supplemental Information
A ti i t d Eff t A i l M t Mi i i—Anticipated Effects on Animals, Measures to Minimize 
Effects to Listed Species, Disposition of Tissues

Location/Take Information
—The “Take Table”
—Where you list the location of takes, the number of 

takes the method of capture the take activities to betakes, the method of capture, the take activities to be 
performed, etc.
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Application Components

NEPA Checklist
A NEPA ti f ll—Answer NEPA questions fully

Project Contacts
—Review role definitions for the permitReview role definitions for the permit
—Include CVs for all personnel
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Application Process

Submission requires certification and authentication.
R l t itti ffi i tifi d h b itRelevant permitting office is notified when you submit. 
The Status Page of your application will allow you to:

• Find out who has been assigned as an analyst to your• Find out who has been assigned as an analyst to your 
permit

• Track the process as your application is reviewed, 
id d l t bli h d i th FR t i t lconsidered complete, published in the FR, put into clearance

• Learn what types of Section 7 and NEPA analyses are being 
conducted
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Application Points to Remember 

Justify the number of takes (your sample size)
Provide detailed description of your methodsp y

—Cite established handling protocols (e.g., Kahn and 
Mohead 2010)
Describe (lack of) long term effects (healing rates tag—Describe (lack of) long-term effects (healing rates, tag 
retention)

Attach supplemental documents
—Maps, references

Make sure Methods and Take Table complement
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—i.e., all activities in Take Table are described in the 
Methods



Application Points to Remember 

Describe measures to minimize effects to species
T t i t t i b t h—Target species, non-target species, bycatch

Personnel
—Review definitions and make sure to provide CVsReview definitions and make sure to provide CVs
—Make sure CV clearly demonstrates experience in the 

take activities you are requesting, particularly if it’s an 
invasive activity (e g tag implantation gastric lavage)invasive activity (e.g., tag implantation, gastric lavage)

—No personal information on CVs (Home address, SS#)
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Still confused?Still confused?
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For more information

Call us at 301/713-2289
Visit website at:   

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/
Or email us at :Or email us at :

Colette Cairns@noaa.gov @ g
Malcolm.Mohead@noaa.gov
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Questions?Questions?
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