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Coastal Sturgeon DatabaseCoastal Sturgeon DatabaseCoastal Sturgeon DatabaseCoastal Sturgeon Database

Program started by U S Fish and WildlifeProgram started by U S Fish and WildlifeProgram started by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Program started by U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service in 1992, data back to 1988Service in 1992, data back to 1988
33 participating organizations33 participating organizations33 participating organizations33 participating organizations
Atlantic and shortnose sturgeonAtlantic and shortnose sturgeon
Bay of Fundy to GeorgiaBay of Fundy to Georgia
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Sturgeon DataSturgeon Data -- OverviewOverviewSturgeon Data Sturgeon Data OverviewOverview
Complete through 2009, some 2010Complete through 2009, some 2010
Location, individual, and tag info collectedLocation, individual, and tag info collected
Atlantic SturgeonAtlantic Sturgeongg

13,238 tagged13,238 tagged
1,697 recaptured1,697 recaptured1,697 recaptured1,697 recaptured

Shortnose SturgeonShortnose Sturgeon
9 978 tagged9 978 tagged9,978 tagged9,978 tagged
813 recaptured813 recaptured

NN d ( 587)d ( 587)NonNon--tagged sturgeon (n=587)tagged sturgeon (n=587)



Geographic RegionsGeographic RegionsGeographic RegionsGeographic Regions



North of Cape CodNorth of Cape CodNorth of Cape CodNorth of Cape Cod

Tagging Reports

Agency Atlantic stg. Shortnose stg. Years

Maine DMR 99 3 1999-2000

U f M i 77 450 2006U of  Maine 77 450 2006-

U of  New England 105 2 2008-

NMFS 2 0 2008-

Acadia University 37 0 2009

Recapture Reports

Species Number 
Reports

Northern Southern

Atlantic sturgeon 4 St. Johns River (Canada) Atlantic Ocean, DE

Shortnose sturgeon 118 Penobscot R., Maine Androscoggin R., Maine



Long Island Sound to Cape CodLong Island Sound to Cape CodLong Island Sound to Cape CodLong Island Sound to Cape Cod

Tagging Reports

Agency Atlantic stg. Shortnose stg. Years

Connecticut DEP 1,115 0 1993-

USGS C L b 17 1 660 1990USGS – Conte Lab 17 1,660 1990-

Recapture Reports

Species Number 
Reports

Northern Southern

Atlantic sturgeon 74 Atlantic Ocean, NH Chesapeake Bay, VA

Shortnose sturgeon 220 Connecticut River Connecticut River



Hudson RiverHudson RiverHudson RiverHudson River
Tagging Reports

Agency Atlantic stg. Shortnose stg. Years

Cornell 760 6,297 1993-1998

USFWS L 629 213 1996 2007USFWS – Lamar 629 213 1996-2007

Normandeau 38 336 2000-

New York DEC 929 354 1992-

Recapture Reports

Species Number 
Reports

Northern Southern

Atlantic sturgeon 159 Atlantic Ocean, Mass. Atlantic Ocean, NC

Shortnose sturgeon 416 Hudson River Connecticut River



Atlantic Coast NYAtlantic Coast NY--NJNJAtlantic Coast NYAtlantic Coast NY NJNJ
Tagging Reports

Agency Atlantic stg. Shortnose stg. Years

NMFS 18 0 2003-

NEAMAP 11 0 2006NEAMAP 11 0 2006-

New Jersey DEP 388 0 1992-2001

Stony Brook U. 565 0 2005-

Recapture Reports

Species Number 
Reports

Northern Southern

Atlantic sturgeon 159 Gulf  of  Maine, NH Atlantic Ocean, NC

Shortnose sturgeon 0



Delaware Bay and RiverDelaware Bay and RiverDelaware Bay and RiverDelaware Bay and River
Tagging Reports

Agency Atlantic stg. Shortnose stg. Years

New Jersey DEP 9 0 2009-

D l DFW 2 054 13 1991Delaware DFW 2,054 13 1991-

Delaware State U. 48 1 2005-2007

USFWS-Maryland 0 74 1998, 2000

ACE, ALS, NMFS, ERC 16 1 1994, 2001-2007

Recapture Reports

Species Number 
Reports

Northern Southern

Atlantic sturgeon 231 Atlantic Ocean, Mass. Atlantic Ocean, NC

Shortnose sturgeon 7 Delaware River Delaware River



Chesapeake BayChesapeake BayChesapeake BayChesapeake Bay
Tagging Reports

Agency Atlantic stg. Shortnose stg. Years

Virginia Inst. Marine Sci. 937 0 2005-

USFWS M l d 1 538 83 1993USFWS-Maryland 1,538 83 1993-

USFWS-Virginia 370 1 1997-

Virginia Commonwealth U. 31 0 2010-

Recapture Reports

Species Number 
Reports

Northern Southern

Atlantic sturgeon 294 Long Island Sound, CT Pamlico Sound, NC

Shortnose sturgeon 5 Chesapeake Bay, MD Chesapeake Bay, MD



Atlantic Coast, DEAtlantic Coast, DE -- NCNCAtlantic Coast, DE Atlantic Coast, DE NCNC

Agency Atlantic stg. Shortnose stg. Years

Tagging Reports

g y g g

NMFS & NEAMAP 35 0 1999-

Virginia MRC & VIMS 91 0 1996, 2005-2007

D l DFW 43 0 2002 2004Delaware DFW 43 0 2002-2004

NC Coop Tagging Cruise 257 0 1988-

Delaware State U. 103 0 2009-

Maryland  DNR 39 0 1998-1999

U. of  North Carolina 55 0 1996-2002

Recapture Reports

Species Number 
Reports

Northern Southern

A l i 27 L I l d S d CT C F Ri NC

Recapture Reports

Atlantic sturgeon 27 Long Island Sound, CT Cape Fear River, NC

Shortnose sturgeon 0



North Carolina Inland WatersNorth Carolina Inland WatersNorth Carolina Inland WatersNorth Carolina Inland Waters
Tagging Reports

Agency Atlantic stg. Shortnose stg. Years

North Carolina Coop Unit 38 0 1998

N h C li DMF 830 0 1998North Carolina DMF 830 0 1998-

U. of  North Carolina 29 0 2002-2005

Recapture Reports

Species Number 
Reports

Northern Southern

Atlantic sturgeon 98 Long Island Sound, CT Cape Fear River, NC

Shortnose sturgeon 0



South Carolina & GeorgiaSouth Carolina & GeorgiaSouth Carolina & GeorgiaSouth Carolina & Georgia
Tagging Reports

Agency Atlantic stg. Shortnose stg. Years

Georgia  DNR 847 552 1990-1998

A F S 302 145 1999 2005Army – Fort Stewart 302 145 1999-2005

South Carolina DNR 7 0 2003-2004

U. of  Georgia 1 0 2006

Recapture Reports

Species Number 
Reports

Northern Southern

Atlantic sturgeon 191 Long Island Sound, CT Atlantic Ocean, FL

Shortnose sturgeon 137 Edisto River, SC Atlantic Ocean, FL



Benefits of Standardized and Benefits of Standardized and 
Cooperative Tagging ProgramCooperative Tagging Program

Central management and coordination to improve dataCentral management and coordination to improve dataCentral management and coordination to improve data Central management and coordination to improve data 
exchange between agenciesexchange between agencies
Standardized tagging methods and data collectionStandardized tagging methods and data collection
Clearinghouse for tagging data to be used by managersClearinghouse for tagging data to be used by managers

B d di f A l i l iB d di f A l i l iBetter understanding of Atlantic sturgeon population Better understanding of Atlantic sturgeon population 
characteristicscharacteristics

Growth, movement & fidelityGrowth, movement & fidelityyy
Application for stock size estimatesApplication for stock size estimates


