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ASMFC Management 

 Atlantic Sturgeon Fishery Management Plan 
approved in 1990

 Amendment 1 to the FMP approved in 1998 –
established 40+ year coastwide moratorium 
 Three addenda dealing with aquaculture and 

exportation of sturgeon

 Atlantic Sturgeon Management Board 
Technical Committee, Tagging Committee and 
Plan Review Team
 Fish Passage Working Group 



NEAMAP

 Northeast Area Monitoring and Assessment 
Program 

 Coordinates collection and management of FI data 
to improve usefulness in the management process

 Focus is on nearshore trawl surveys 
 Long-term states trawl surveys in nearshore areas
 National Marine Fisheries Service bottom trawl 

survey 
 Covers a major gap in the mid-Atlantic                       

region

 Pilot program in 2006

www.neamap.net



 Operates FV Darana R 

 commercial stern 
dragger 

 Capt. Jamer Ruhl - NC

 20 minute tows

 ~2-18 sites per region 
sampled

 150 samples / season

 300 samples / year



NEAMAP

 A LIST: bluefish, butterfish, haddock, scup, silver 
hake, striped bass, weakfish, pollock , cod, bsb and 
summer and winter flounder. 

 B LIST: American shad, smooth dogfish, spiny 
dogfish, Atlantic croaker, monkfish, Spanish 
mackerel, spot, yellowtail flounder, Atlantic 
menhaden and all skates

 C LIST: species include: river herring, black and 
red drum, tautog, speckled trout, Atlantic herring 

 D LIST: all others species 



NEMAP Sturgeon 
Protocols 

 Priority E species – require special handling (all 
sharks, Atlantic sturgeon, and selected 
invertebrates) 

 All Atlantic sturgeon are tagged and released

 Specimens of these  species 
are removed from the catch 
as soon as it is emptied onto 
the deck so that they can be 
released quickly to maximize 
survival. 

 Individual length and weight 
of the fish is recorded. 



NEAMAP

 Each sturgeon captured is first scanned using a 
BiomarkTM PIT tag scanner. 

 If the scanner finds a 
tag, the number is 
recorded. If no tag is 
found, the fish is 
implanted with one 
on the left side below 
the first dorsal. 

 A T-bar tag is also implanted in this area

 Began taking fin clips in 2009



 79 sturgeon 
caught from 
2007 - 2010



NEAMAP
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NEAMAP

R² = 0.898
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NEAMAP

 Future NEAMAP actions/goals

 Continued coordination with NMFS BTS

 Potential central location for data storage and 
management 

 Linking data to ACCSP Fisheries Independent 
data module



SEAMAP

 Southeast Area Monitoring and Assessment 
Program 

 State-federal partnership in the southeast region 
(North Carolina to Florida) 

 Collecting data since 1983

 Specific program activities include:
 Shallow-water trawl survey for abundance information
 Collection of length, age and other biological 

information
 Coordination of activities involving shellfish and 

crustaceans
 Development of protocols and habitat maps in the 

Southeast region



SEMAP

 Infrequently encounters Atlantic sturgeon

 2008 - 2

 2004 - 3

 2003 - 1

 2002 - 3

 2001 - 1

 1990-1999 - 7

www.gsmfc.org/seamap



Cooperative Tagging 
Cruise
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ASMFC 

 Future Action

 Awaiting final rule on listing 

 ASMFC will respond with assistance to states if 
threatened or endangered listing occurs

 Sturgeon Management Board will remain in place 
for coordination of Atlantic coast management 



Questions? 

 For information on NEAMAP and SEAMAP 
contact Melissa Paine at mpaine@asmfc.org

 Acknowledgements: Chris Bonzek and Jim 
Gartland, VIMS


