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1. If you are requesting exemptions from certain HPTRP management areas or seasonal requirements: 

o What are the areas/times where potential exemptions should be considered? 
o What is the rationale for choosing these areas/times? 
o When would the exemption occur (e.g., specific length or period within the seasonal window of 

the management area; throughout the duration of the seasonal window)?  
 
2. If you are requesting exemptions from specific HPTRP gear requirements: 

o What gear requirement is the exemption request focusing on? 
o In what management area(s) is the gear exemption being requested? 
o What particular gear is requested for exemption (e.g., large mesh; small mesh; all HPTRP 

regulated gillnet gear)? 
o What is the rationale for exempting gillnet gear from this requirement? 
 

3. Rationale 
o What is the basis/justification for the exemption(s) requested in numbers 1 and 2 above? 

 
4. What are reasonable trade-off options for the areas or gear requirements being considered (e.g., use of 

pingers; use of other gear modifications)? 
 
5. What are the expected/forecasted conservation benefits (to harbor porpoises or other marine species) of 

the potential exemptions? 
 
6. Implementation 

o What is the requested/expected timetable for implementation? 
 
7. What strategic monitoring is needed (e.g., additional observer coverage)?  
 
8. What is the contingency/fallback plan if harbor porpoise bycatch is observed in the identified exemption 

area or in exempted gear? 
o Is there a trigger requirement for the fallback measure (e.g., consequence closure area; other 

measure)?   
 
9. What strategic research is needed (e.g., gear research; effects of exempted gear on other species)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HHooww  ttoo  SSeenndd  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  yyoouurr  PPrrooppoossaall  ttoo  NNMMFFSS  aanndd  tthhee  HHPPTTRRTT  
Please respond to the questions above and send this information to:  

Kate Swails, National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Regional Office,  
55 Great Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930; Kate.Swails@noaa.gov.  

The below represents information needed to help the Harbor Porpoise Take Reduction Team 
(HPTRT) and NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) evaluate any requests for 

exemptions to the requirements under the HPTRP.  Information gained through the questions below 
will help the HPTRT and NMFS assess and respond to any requests for exemptions that may be 

considered under the HPTRP.  See NMFS’ Process for Evaluating Exemption Requests (attached).  



 

 

 

Request deemed incomplete.  
Original exemption request does not 

adequately address all questions.

NMFS’ Process for Evaluating Exemption Requests

Exemption request is submitted to the NMFS Protected Resources Division, Northeast Region.  Exemption request is reviewed 
by NMFS staff to ensure each question contained in the Process for Considering Exemptions under the HPTRP is adequately 

addressed.

Exemption request is 
forwarded to the HPTRT 

for consideration.

NMFS completes the necessary analyses and 
prepares and publishes a rule amending the TRP.

Notification is provided to the 
requester noting deficiencies with 

original exemption request.  
Opportunity provided to resubmit a 

revised request.

HPTRT provides a recommendation to NMFS on the request.

NMFS concludes that more 
information is needed to 
analyze the request and 
informs the HPTRT of its 
decision. NMFS requests 
more information from the 

requester.

NMFS concludes that the 
exemption is warranted and 

informs the HPTRT of its 
decision. NMFS begins the 

rule-making process to 
amend the HPTRP.

NMFS evaluates the recommendation and determines the 
appropriate course of action.

NMFS convenes a HPTRT meeting (in-person or teleconference) to 
discuss the request. NMFS notes any issues raised during its analysis 

and solicits feedback from the HPTRT.

NMFS implements the HPTRP amendment.

NMFS rejects the exemption 
request based on HPTRT 
recommendation and/or 

analyses conducted. NMFS 
informs the HPTRT and the 

requester of its decision.

Request deemed complete.  
Original exemption request or 

resubmitted request adequately 
addresses all questions.

NMFS conducts an 
analysis to identify 
possible issues or 
concerns with the 

proposal.

 
  


