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The USCG contributes to the Harbor Porpoise Take Reduction Plan (HPTRP) through at-
sea enforcement and by serving in an advisory capacity to the HPTRT.  In addition to 
reducing fisheries interactions, the USCG contributes to harbor porpoise conservation 
through complying with approach restrictions and responding to strandings.  
 

FISHERIES INTERACTIONS 
Guidance and Training 
District One (ME-NY) and District Five (NJ-NC) Fisheries Officers provide guidance to 
the field through patrol orders, Law Enforcement Bulletins, and quarterly or annual 
enforcement guidance.  The information helps to identify threats and priorities, and it 
guides the operational commanders' patrol activities.  
 
The USCG trains boarding officers, managers, and operations officers about harbor 
porpoises and their regulations through the Northeast Regional Fisheries Training Center.  
 
Examples of Dedicated Patrol Effort for the HPTRP 
FEB16: Sector New York conducted a pulse operation, Op Mudhole, targeting gillnet 
vessels illegally fishing in the Mudhole North Management Area which is closed from 
15FEB-15MAR. No gillnet vessels were identified fishing inside the closed area. 
 
HPTRP Cases: 
No significant violations were detected during this reporting period.  
 

INTERNAL COMPLIANCE 
USCG has minimum approach (50yds) guidance for USCG vessels operating in the 
vicinity of harbor porpoises.  
 

STRANDING/DISENTANGLEMENT RESPONSE 
USCG vessels and aircraft provide operational assistance, logistic support, and safety 
standby for stranding responses.  There have been no harbor porpoise stranding responses 
during this time period which used USCG assistance reported through the chain of 
command. 
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