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Northeast Fisheries Northeast Fisheries 
ManagementManagement

Multiple JurisdictionsMultiple Jurisdictions
Two Councils:  New England, MidTwo Councils:  New England, Mid--AtlanticAtlantic
12 coastal states12 coastal states
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries CommissionAtlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission

Diverse FisheriesDiverse Fisheries
13 Fishery Management Plans13 Fishery Management Plans
39 species managed39 species managed
49 stocks managed49 stocks managed



Northeast Region Northeast Region 
Managed Fisheries Managed Fisheries 

Atlantic Herring Atlantic Herring -- NEFMCNEFMC
trawl, pair trawl, purse trawl, pair trawl, purse 
seine, weirseine, weir

Atlantic Mackerel, Squid & Atlantic Mackerel, Squid & 
Butterfish Butterfish –– MAFMCMAFMC

trawl, pound net, trap, trawl, pound net, trap, 
hookhook--andand--line line 



Northeast Region Northeast Region 
Managed Fisheries Managed Fisheries continuedcontinued

Summer Flounder, Scup and Summer Flounder, Scup and 
Black Sea BassBlack Sea Bass

trawl, pound net, trap, trawl, pound net, trap, 
hookhook--andand--lineline

TilefishTilefish
longlinelongline

Red CrabRed Crab
potspots



Northeast Region Northeast Region 
Managed Fisheries Managed Fisheries continuedcontinued

Sea ScallopsSea Scallops
trawl and dredgetrawl and dredge

Surfclam and Ocean QuahogSurfclam and Ocean Quahog
dredgedredge

Northeast SkatesNortheast Skates
trawlstrawls

BluefishBluefish
trawls, pound net, hooktrawls, pound net, hook--andand--lineline
gillnetgillnet



Northeast Region Northeast Region 
Managed Fisheries Managed Fisheries continuedcontinued

MultispeciesMultispecies
trawl, gillnet, pound net, trap, hooktrawl, gillnet, pound net, trap, hook--andand--lineline

Dogfish  Dogfish  
trawl, gillnettrawl, gillnet

Monkfish  Monkfish  
trawl, dredge, gillnettrawl, dredge, gillnet



Northeast Gill Net Northeast Gill Net 
FisheriesFisheries

BluefishBluefish
Dogfish  Dogfish  
MonkfishMonkfish
MultispeciesMultispecies
State/ASMFCState/ASMFC

http://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/images/tifs/slides/sli/sli-f4107.tif


Atlantic BluefishAtlantic Bluefish
MidMid--Atlantic Council FMP Atlantic Council FMP 
Gear TypesGear Types
–– Recreational hookRecreational hook--andand--line, line, 
trawl, gillnet, pound net, handline, trolltrawl, gillnet, pound net, handline, troll

Management MeasuresManagement Measures
–– Quotas, by stateQuotas, by state
–– Recreational possession limitRecreational possession limit
–– ASMFC coordinationASMFC coordination



Bluefish ManagementBluefish Management

No “overfishing”  not “overfished” No “overfishing”  not “overfished” 
Rebuilding StockRebuilding Stock-- 95% rebuilt95% rebuilt

2007 Commercial Quota:  8.6 million lb 2007 Commercial Quota:  8.6 million lb 
(limited by rec.(limited by rec.TAC)TAC)

Management measures similar since 1998Management measures similar since 1998



Bluefish Management Bluefish Management 
continuedcontinued

3,446 total permits 3,446 total permits --666 active Federal commercial 666 active Federal commercial 
vessels in 2005vessels in 2005

Gill nets take 73 % of commercial harvestGill nets take 73 % of commercial harvest

Most trips take place nearshore from NY to NCMost trips take place nearshore from NY to NC

Landings ranged from 8.2 to 6.9 million lbs from Landings ranged from 8.2 to 6.9 million lbs from 
1998 to 2006  1998 to 2006  



Bluefish Management Bluefish Management 
TrendsTrends

Stock is expected to be rebuilt soonStock is expected to be rebuilt soon
Effort will likely remain stable Effort will likely remain stable 



DogfishDogfish

Status of StockStatus of Stock
–– Overfished:  NoOverfished:  No
–– Overfishing occurring:  No   (stock rebuilding)Overfishing occurring:  No   (stock rebuilding)

Number of Permits Number of Permits -- 2,8512,851

Landings/Value (2006)Landings/Value (2006)

Landings dropped from 44 million lb in 1998 to 6.2 Landings dropped from 44 million lb in 1998 to 6.2 
million lb in 2006million lb in 2006



Dogfish ManagementDogfish Management

Managed by MAFMC (lead) and NEFMC  FMP 2,000Managed by MAFMC (lead) and NEFMC  FMP 2,000
State Fisheries under ASMFCState Fisheries under ASMFC
Number of Permits 2,915 in 2002 Number of Permits 2,915 in 2002 –– 2,851 in 2007 2,851 in 2007 
Gear TypesGear Types
–– Trawl and gillnetsTrawl and gillnets

Management Measures Management Measures 
–– Quota 2007 :  4.2 million lb (state and Fed. quota not in sinc.)Quota 2007 :  4.2 million lb (state and Fed. quota not in sinc.)
–– Trip limits :  300 to 600 lbTrip limits :  300 to 600 lb



Dogfish Management Dogfish Management 
TrendsTrends

Attempts to better coordinate state/Fed actions Attempts to better coordinate state/Fed actions 
–– 2008 quota  Fed.  ?   State. ?  (8 million lb ?)2008 quota  Fed.  ?   State. ?  (8 million lb ?)
–– 2008 trip limits  Fed. ?  State ? (600 2008 trip limits  Fed. ?  State ? (600 ––3,000 lb)3,000 lb)

Recent landings exceed 4.2 million lb Federal quota (6.2 Recent landings exceed 4.2 million lb Federal quota (6.2 
million lb in 2006)million lb in 2006)

Effort likely to increase Effort likely to increase 



MonkfishMonkfish

Status of Stock Status of Stock 
–– Overfished:  Yes (both stocksOverfished:  Yes (both stocks-- but expected status but expected status 

change)change)
–– Overfishing occurring:  No (both stocks)Overfishing occurring:  No (both stocks)

Number of Permits  Number of Permits  
–– Limited access:  748 in 2000 and 726 in 2007Limited access:  748 in 2000 and 726 in 2007
–– Incidental:  1,882 in 2000 and 2,051 in 2007Incidental:  1,882 in 2000 and 2,051 in 2007



Monkfish ManagementMonkfish Management 
continuedcontinued

Managed by New England (lead) and MidManaged by New England (lead) and Mid--
Atlantic Council Atlantic Council (FMP 2000)(FMP 2000)

Gear TypesGear Types
–– Bottom trawl, sink gillnetBottom trawl, sink gillnet

Target TACs (managed by DAS)Target TACs (managed by DAS)
–– Northern Area:  in 2000Northern Area:  in 2000-- 5,673 mt5,673 mt
–– Southern Area:  in 2000Southern Area:  in 2000-- 6,024 mt6,024 mt

Current TACCurrent TAC–– Northern 5,000 mt and Southern 5,100 mt Northern 5,000 mt and Southern 5,100 mt 



Monkfish ManagementMonkfish Management 
continuedcontinued22

–– DAS allocations NFMA in 2000DAS allocations NFMA in 2000-- 40 DAS (200740 DAS (2007--30 DAS)30 DAS)

–– DAS allocations SFMA in 2000DAS allocations SFMA in 2000-- 40 DAS (2007 40 DAS (2007 --23 DAS)23 DAS)

–– Minimum size (none in 1998 now 17’’ or 21”)Minimum size (none in 1998 now 17’’ or 21”)

–– Trip limits Trip limits 
NFMANFMA-- (none in 2000 and in 2007 1,250 lb (none in 2000 and in 2007 1,250 lb –– 470lb by permit 470lb by permit 
cat.)  cat.)  
SFMA (in 2000 SFMA (in 2000 -- 1,500 to 1,000 lb by permit cat. and in 20071,500 to 1,000 lb by permit cat. and in 2007-- 
550 to 470 lb by permit cat.)550 to 470 lb by permit cat.)



Monkfish ManagementMonkfish Management 
continuedcontinued33

Gear restrictions 160 to 150 gillnets (in 2000 160 Gear restrictions 160 to 150 gillnets (in 2000 160 –– 
in 2002in 2002-- 150 *Mults.)150 *Mults.)

–– Closed areas (offshore in 2005)Closed areas (offshore in 2005)

–– Mults. DAS qualification reductionsMults. DAS qualification reductions-- 2004, 2005, 2004, 2005, 
and 2006 and 2006 



Monkfish Management Monkfish Management 
TrendsTrends

Status quo for the next few years Status quo for the next few years 

Multispecies/Monkfish interactionMultispecies/Monkfish interaction

Address default mechanism in FMPAddress default mechanism in FMP



MultispeciesMultispecies

24 Stocks24 Stocks

Status of StockStatus of Stock
–– Overfished:  13 stocks Overfished:  13 stocks 
–– Overfishing occurring:  7 stocks Overfishing occurring:  7 stocks 

Number of PermitsNumber of Permits
–– Limited access: 1,729 in 1998 Limited access: 1,729 in 1998 -- 1,376 in 20071,376 in 2007
–– Open access:  2,007 in 1998 Open access:  2,007 in 1998 –– 2,030 in 20072,030 in 2007

Since 1998 Since 1998 -- 12 actions, 40 measures (612 actions, 40 measures (6++3434--))



Multispecies ManagementMultispecies Management

Managed by New England CouncilManaged by New England Council
Gear TypesGear Types
–– Trawl, gillnet, handline, trapsTrawl, gillnet, handline, traps

2007 Quota2007 Quota
–– Target TACsTarget TACs-- vary by stock  vary by stock  

Management MeasuresManagement Measures
–– DASDAS
–– Minimum sizeMinimum size
–– Gear restrictionsGear restrictions
–– Possession/trip limitsPossession/trip limits
–– VMSVMS
–– Closed areasClosed areas



Closed Areas Closed Areas permanent + seasonal permanent + seasonal 



Multispecies ManagementMultispecies Management 
continuedcontinued

Days at Sea (Amend. 13  Days at Sea (Amend. 13  -- 40% 40% 
reduction in 2004, and further reduction in 2004, and further 
restrictions 8.3 % in 2006)restrictions 8.3 % in 2006)
Gear (Amend. 13)Gear (Amend. 13)
–– Mesh 5.5, and 7Mesh 5.5, and 7--inch, and 6inch, and 6--inch mesh to inch mesh to 

6.56.5--inch inch 

–– Net # 50, 80, and 160 to 150, 75, 75Net # 50, 80, and 160 to 150, 75, 75

Trip limits (Trip limits (–– cod & yellowtail) (+ cod & yellowtail) (+ 
haddock)haddock)



Other Management ProvisionsOther Management Provisions

Mandatory dealer processors and vessel reportingMandatory dealer processors and vessel reporting

Permits for vessel operators, vessels, dealers, Permits for vessel operators, vessels, dealers, 
processorsprocessors

Observer coverage, if selectedObserver coverage, if selected

State regulations; more restrictive appliesState regulations; more restrictive applies



Multispecies Management Multispecies Management 
TrendsTrends

Continued need to address overfished and severely Continued need to address overfished and severely 
depleted stocks depleted stocks 

No increase in fishing effort expectedNo increase in fishing effort expected

More consolidation within the fleetMore consolidation within the fleet

More sector management More sector management 



Current/Future IssuesCurrent/Future Issues



Landings of Managed Landings of Managed 
SpeciesSpecies
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Current/Future IssuesCurrent/Future Issues

Continue/complete rebuilding of overfished stocksContinue/complete rebuilding of overfished stocks
Amend all FMPs to include Annual Catch Levels and Amend all FMPs to include Annual Catch Levels and 
Accountability MeasuresAccountability Measures
Improve assessments of dataImprove assessments of data--poor stocks; move away from poor stocks; move away from 
indexedindexed--based assessments and status determinationsbased assessments and status determinations
Improve reporting and monitoring systems, VMSImprove reporting and monitoring systems, VMS
Continue to develop Industry/Government partnerships, Continue to develop Industry/Government partnerships, 
cooperative research, research setcooperative research, research set--asidesasides
Implementation of additional LAPPS (e.g., Sectors, ITQs)Implementation of additional LAPPS (e.g., Sectors, ITQs)



EndEnd
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