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DSRRN - a joint project of the Senator George J. Mitchell 
Center for Environmental & Watershed Research at 
the University of Maine and the University of 
Southern Maine. Funding for the project was received 
from the National Science Foundation.  



The DSRRN Team 
 Karen Wilson, University of Southern Maine Research Coordinator 
 

  Barbara S. Arter, UM Senator George J. Mitchell Center for 
Environmental & Watershed Research, Science Information 
Coordinator  
 

 David Hart, UM Sustainable Solutions Institute, Principal 
Investigator 

 

 Adria Elskus, U.S. Geological Survey, School of Ecology and Biology, 
University of Maine,   Principal Investigator 

 Core Partners, twelve representatives from state and federal 
agencies, academic institutions, and conservation organizations 

 
 



The DSRRN Partners 



GOAL 
 Maximize opportunities for science exchange, 

networking, and collaborations via workshops, 
conferences, and meetings.    
 

 Provided staff, graduate student stipends, input from 
agencies, academia, and organizations, and the 
development of communication tools and resources.   
 

 DSRRN became the lead convener and collaborative-
capacity builder for Northwest Atlantic diadromous 
species research and restoration.  
 



DSRRN Participation Stats 
 54% researchers, 32% managers, and 20% practitioners. 
  
 33% from state agencies, 26% academic institutions, 

25% with federal agencies, and 21% with conservation 
organizations.  

 
 72% involved with DSRRN since its creation in 2008 

and 57% learned about the Network through a 
colleague and 38% through a DSRRN conference or 
workshop. About 15% annual recruitment 

 



 100% agreed they had expanded their professional 
network and involvement in new research. 

 
 64-81% agreed that they would collaborate on 

research with contacts made through DSRRN. 
 
 80% of members said that they prefer to use listserv 

or organizational news – and NOT social media 
 
 73% of members said they would stay involved if 

DSRRN continued as a Network – less structure   
 



 

KnowledgeBase: Catalogue of 
documents and data sets for the 
Gulf of Maine watershed. 
 
General Information Exchange: 
staff available to assist 
 
DSRRN Website:  clearinghouse 
of resources, news, funding, 
employment, publications, 
meeting and conferences 
 
DSRRN E-newsletter: on funding, 
publications, etc 

Information Exchange 



 
Penobscot 
Science 
Exchange:  
Coordination of 
research projects 
in preparation for 
dam removals on 
the Penobscot 
2008-2011 



Workshops & Conferences  
 2009 Science Meeting (2009) 
 Resilience of North Atlantic Diadromous Fish Assemblages (2010)  
 Natural Variability of North Atlantic Diadromous Fish Populations 

I (2011) 
 Natural Variability Part II:  River Herring (2012) 
 Adaptive Management of Diadromous Species Restoration (2013) 
 2013 Science Meeting (Jan 10-11, 2013) 
 Supported Other Workshops:  
 - Shad Working Group (2012) 
 - NFWF Herring Working Group (2013) 
 - NOAA Atlantic Salmon Conference (2014) 
 - AFS Herring Symposium (2014)- FS 

 



Results 
• 5  DSRRN-related articles have either been published 

or will be in 2014 
• Several more are anticipated 
• AFS Herring Symposium Special Section (articles) 
• Working Groups such as this one have been created 
• There is demand for more workshops and more 

specific groups.   
• DSRRN Listserve is now our primary means of 

communication. 



"DSRRN gave me the 
opportunity as a graduate 
student to participate in 
my first organized, task-
oriented workshop, and to 
contribute to its success." 

"As a marine fisheries 
person originally trained in 
traditional ecology, it was 
very illuminating to work 
with colleagues whose 
interdisciplinary expertise 
forged a link between the 
very different paradigms 
of inland freshwater 
ecologists and marine 
stock assessment 
scientists." 

"DSRRN newsletter 
introduced me/Acadia NP to 
FWS restoration biologists 
involved in stream crossing 
assessments and replacement 
projects. A working 
relationship resulted and 
resulted in stream and 
crossing assessments 
currently in use to correct 
problems on more than a 
dozen streams in the park." 

"Increased 
understanding of 
diadromous species, 
fostered cross-border 
and cross-state 
collaboration, 
expanded my research 
network, partnered 
with collaborators met 
through DSRRN on 
proposals, learned new 
analysis techniques." 

"I began attending DSRRN 
while I was in New England. I 
moved to North Carolina and 
now California, and DSRRN is 
a good way for me to keep in 
touch with researchers from 
the East Coast, particularly 
New England." 

"Contacts made at 
the first workshop in 
2008 and since have 
been very useful to 
our ongoing research 
on Maine and New 
England river fish 
assemblages." 



DSRRN Current Status 
 Grant ended 2014 
 Would like to find funding to continue especially with 

workshops or whatever is needed 
 Join the Diadromous Species Restoration Research 

Network (DSRRN) 
listserve!   (http://www.umaine.edu/searunfish/) 
 
 

 QUESTIONS? 

http://www.umaine.edu/searunfish/
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