Research and Education

Atlantic and Shortnose Sturgeon Research
The Protected Resources Division (PRD) is responsible for the con-
servation and management of a number of species groups, in-
cluding shortnose and Atlantic sturgeon. One of the key compo-
nents of the sturgeon conservation and management program

is scientific research. PRD actively coordinates and collaborates
with academlc institutions, other state and federal agencies, non-
A governmental organizations, and industry groups (e.g., fishermen, hydropower
N Y operators), to implement scientific research projects benefiting protected spe-
£ cies conservation and recovery.

Atlantic Sturgeon

Currently, sturgeon research is being conducted on a variety of topic areas in-
cluding: population and habitat monitoring, abundance estimates, tagging and
tracking, genetic analyses, and threat reduction (e.g., hydropower, fisheries by-
catch, poor water quality). There continue to be significant gaps in our under-
standing of basic sturgeon life history, population dynamics, habitat use, and
threats facing the species. As such, PRD has identified sturgeon research needs
and priorities to support ongoing management and recovery programs. Stur-
geon research priorities can be found at:

Implanting Acoustic ’ http://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/Protected/research/.
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Education

SCUTES (Students Collaborating to Undertake Track-
ing Efforts for Sturgeon) is an educational outreach

initiative through PRD that is bringing together eIe—

mentary and high school students
and teachers, sturgeon researchers | 3
and NOAA Fisheries Service to learn S
more about the movements, be- | ##5%
havior and threats to Atlantic and  Acoustic Telemeﬂty Tag
shortnose sturgeon along the East
Coast of the United States. i
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