
        


      
    

    
    

  
  
    
    
    
              Unsupported Browser Detected
            
        Internet Explorer lacks support for the features of this website. For the best experience, please use a modern browser such as Chrome, Firefox, or Edge.

      

    

  





      
  
 
  

        





  
    
      
        
          
                          NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION | 
                          U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
                      

          
            
                              Facebook
                              Instagram
                              Twitter
                              YouTube
                              Mail | 
                          
          

          
                          
                SITE INDEX   
              

                          
                CONTACT US
              

                      

        

      

    

    
      
        
          


  
  
  


          


  
  
  


         

      


      
        
                      
              
                [image: NOAA Fisheries emblem]
              
              

            

                  


        
          
  
  Search NOAA Fisheries
  

      Search
  

        


        
          Menu
        
      

    

  


  
    
          
      
          	
              Find A Species
                             
                  
    	
        

                  
	
     
Find a Species
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Dolphins & Porpoises
              
	
                Fish & Sharks
              
	
                Highly Migratory Species
              
	
                Invertebrates
              
	
                Sea Turtles
              
	
                Seals & Sea Lions
              
	
                Whales
              




                  	
     
Protected Species
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                All Threatened & Endangered Species
              
	
                Marine Mammals
              


                  	
     
Species By Region
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Alaska
              
	
                New England/Mid-Atlantic
              
	
                Pacific Islands
              
	
                Southeast
              
	
                West Coast
              


                  	
     
Helpful Resources
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Marine Life Viewing Guidelines
              
	
                Marine Life in Distress
              
	
                Report a Stranded or Injured Marine Animal
              
	
                Species in the Spotlight
              


        
      
  
                         
                                                	
              Fishing & Seafood
                             
                  
    	
        

                  
	
     
Sustainable Fisheries
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Bycatch
              
	
                Catch Shares
              
	
                Fishery Observers
              
	
                Illegal, Unregulated, Unreported Fishing
              
	
                Magnuson-Stevens Act
              
	
                Research Surveys
              
	
                Population Assessments
              




                  	
     
Resources for Fishing
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Commercial Fishing
              
	
                Recreational Fishing
              
	
                Subsistence Fishing
              
	
                Fishery Management Info
              
	
                Permits & Forms
              
	
                Rules & Regulations by Region
              


                  	
     
Sustainable Seafood
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Seafood Profiles
              
	
                Aquaculture
              
	
                Commerce & Trade
              
	
                Seafood Inspection
              


                  	
     
Related Topics
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Atlantic Highly Migratory Species 
              
	
                Offshore Wind Energy
              
	
                Cooperative Research
              
	
                Enforcement
              
	
                Financial Services
              
	
                International Affairs
              
	
                Science & Data
              
	
                Socioeconomics
              


        
      
  
                         
                                                	
              Protecting Marine Life
                             
                  
    	
        

                  
	
     
Endangered Species Conservation
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Listing Species Under ESA
              
	
                Critical Habitat
              
	
                Consultations
              
	
                Species Recovery
              
	
                Research Surveys
              
	
                Species in the Spotlight
              
	
                Endangered Species Act
              




                  	
     
Marine Mammal Protection
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Health & Stranding Response
              
	
                Marine Mammal Protection Act
              
	
                Research Surveys
              
	
                Population Assessments
              
	
                Take Reduction Plans
              


                  	
     
Marine Life in Distress
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Report a Stranded or Injured Marine Animal
              
	
                Bycatch
              
	
                Ocean Acoustics/Noise
              
	
                Unusual Mortality Events
              
	
                Vessel Strikes
              


                  	
     
Related Topics
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Marine Life Viewing Guidelines
              
	
                Enforcement
              
	
                Funding Opportunities
              
	
                International Cooperation
              
	
                Permits & Authorizations
              
	
                Regulations & Actions
              
	
                Offshore Wind Energy
              
	
                Science & Data
              


        
      
  
                         
                                                	
              Environment
                             
                  
    	
        

                  
	
     
Ecosystems
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                U.S. Regional Ecosystems 
              
	
                Management
              
	
                Science
              




                  	
     
Habitat Conservation
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Habitat Restoration
              
	
                Habitat Protection
              
	
                Types of Habitat
              
	
                Habitat by Region
              
	
                Science
              
	
                Consultations
              


                  	
     
Climate Change
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Understanding the Impacts
              
	
                Responding to Change
              
	
                Climate, Ecosystems & Fisheries Initiative
              
	
                Regional Activities
              
	
                Offshore Wind Energy
              


        
      
  
                         
                                                	
              Regions
                             
                  
    	
        

                  
	
     
Our Regions
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Alaska
              
	
                New England/ Mid-Atlantic
              
	
                Pacific Islands
              
	
                Southeast
              
	
                West Coast
              




                  	
     
Contact Us
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Regional Offices
              
	
                Science Centers
              


        
      
  
                         
                                                	
              Resources & Services
                             
                  
    	
        

                  
	
     
Rules & Regulations
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Fisheries Rules & Regs
              
	
                Fisheries Management Info
              
	
                Protected Resources Regs & Actions
              




                  	
     
Permits
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Fishing & Seafood
              
	
                Protected Resources
              
	
                International & Trade
              


                  	
     
Funding & Financial Services
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Funding Opportunities
              
	
                Financial Services
              
	
                Prescott Grants
              
	
                Saltonstall-Kennedy Grants
              
	
                Habitat Restoration Grants
              


                  	
     
Consultations
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Habitat
              
	
                Endangered Species
              
	
                Tribal
              


                  	
     
Science & Data
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Research
              
	
                Surveys
              
	
                Data
              
	
                Maps & GIS
              


                  	
     
Publications
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Published Research
              
	
                Key Reports
              
	
                Documents
              
	
                Publication Databases
              
	
                Outreach Materials
              


                  	
     
Laws & Policies
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Magnuson-Stevens Act
              
	
                Endangered Species Act
              
	
                Marine Mammal Protection Act
              
	
                Policies
              


                  	
     
Outreach & Education
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                For Educators
              
	
                For Students
              
	
                Educational Materials
              
	
                Outreach Materials
              
	
                Teacher at Sea
              
	
                Events
              


        
      
  
                         
                                                	
              About Us
                             
                  
    	
        

                  
	
     
NOAA Fisheries
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Our Mission
              
	
                Who We Are
              
	
                Where We Work
              
	
                Our History
              




                  	
     
News & Media
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                News & Announcements
              
	
                Bulletins
              
	
                Multimedia
              
	
                Science Blogs
              
	
                Events
              
	
                Video Gallery
              
	
                Photo Gallery
              


                  	
     
Careers & More
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Career Paths
              
	
                Inflation Reduction Act Opportunities
              
	
                Internships
              
	
                Volunteering and Citizen Science
              
	
                Diversity & Inclusion
              


                  	
     
Contact Us
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                National Program Offices
              
	
                Regional Offices
              
	
                Science Centers
              


                  	
     
Our Partners
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Regional Fishery Management Councils
              
	
                Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee
              
	
                American Fisheries Advisory Committee
              
	
                Government Agencies
              
	
                Non-Government Organizations
              


                  	
     
Inflation Reduction Act
                

        

                       
                                                    
	
                Priority Investments
              
	
                Recent Updates
              
	
                Habitat Restoration
              
	
                North Atlantic Right Whales
              
	
                Pacific Salmon
              
	
                Red Snapper
              


        
      
  
            
          
  
    

  


  
      
  
  
    

  
  Search NOAA Fisheries
  

      Search
  


                
  	
          Find A Species
      
      
              

            Back
          

          
            Find A Species
          

            
            
Find a Species
                  
                              
	
            Dolphins & Porpoises
                      
	
            Fish & Sharks
                      
	
            Highly Migratory Species
                      
	
            Invertebrates
                      
	
            Sea Turtles
                      
	
            Seals & Sea Lions
                      
	
            Whales
                      


        
            
Protected Species
                   
                              	
            All Threatened & Endangered Species
                      
	
            Marine Mammals
                      


        
            
Species By Region
                   
                              	
            Alaska
                      
	
            New England/Mid-Atlantic
                      
	
            Pacific Islands
                      
	
            Southeast
                      
	
            West Coast
                      


        
            
Helpful Resources
                   
                              	
            Marine Life Viewing Guidelines
                      
	
            Marine Life in Distress
                      
	
            Report a Stranded or Injured Marine Animal
                      
	
            Species in the Spotlight
                      


        
  
        
      
            
                  	
          Fishing & Seafood
      
      
              

            Back
          

          
            Fishing & Seafood
          

            
            
Sustainable Fisheries
                  
                              
	
            Bycatch
                      
	
            Catch Shares
                      
	
            Fishery Observers
                      
	
            Illegal, Unregulated, Unreported Fishing
                      
	
            Magnuson-Stevens Act
                      
	
            Research Surveys
                      
	
            Population Assessments
                      


        
            
Resources for Fishing
                  
                              	
            Commercial Fishing
                      
	
            Recreational Fishing
                      
	
            Subsistence Fishing
                      
	
            Fishery Management Info
                      
	
            Permits & Forms
                      
	
            Rules & Regulations by Region
                      


        
            
Sustainable Seafood
                  
                              	
            Seafood Profiles
                      
	
            Aquaculture
                      
	
            Commerce & Trade
                      
	
            Seafood Inspection
                      


        
            
Related Topics
                   
                              	
            Atlantic Highly Migratory Species 
                      
	
            Offshore Wind Energy
                      
	
            Cooperative Research
                      
	
            Enforcement
                      
	
            Financial Services
                      
	
            International Affairs
                      
	
            Science & Data
                      
	
            Socioeconomics
                      


        
  
        
      
            
                  	
          Protecting Marine Life
      
      
              

            Back
          

          
            Protecting Marine Life
          

            
            
Endangered Species Conservation
                  
                              
	
            Listing Species Under ESA
                      
	
            Critical Habitat
                      
	
            Consultations
                      
	
            Species Recovery
                      
	
            Research Surveys
                      
	
            Species in the Spotlight
                      
	
            Endangered Species Act
                      


        
            
Marine Mammal Protection
                  
                              	
            Health & Stranding Response
                      
	
            Marine Mammal Protection Act
                      
	
            Research Surveys
                      
	
            Population Assessments
                      
	
            Take Reduction Plans
                      


        
            
Marine Life in Distress
                  
                              	
            Report a Stranded or Injured Marine Animal
                      
	
            Bycatch
                      
	
            Ocean Acoustics/Noise
                      
	
            Unusual Mortality Events
                      
	
            Vessel Strikes
                      


        
            
Related Topics
                   
                              	
            Marine Life Viewing Guidelines
                      
	
            Enforcement
                      
	
            Funding Opportunities
                      
	
            International Cooperation
                      
	
            Permits & Authorizations
                      
	
            Regulations & Actions
                      
	
            Offshore Wind Energy
                      
	
            Science & Data
                      


        
  
        
      
            
                  	
          Environment
      
      
              

            Back
          

          
            Environment
          

            
            
Ecosystems
                  
                              
	
            U.S. Regional Ecosystems 
                      
	
            Management
                      
	
            Science
                      


        
            
Habitat Conservation
                  
                              	
            Habitat Restoration
                      
	
            Habitat Protection
                      
	
            Types of Habitat
                      
	
            Habitat by Region
                      
	
            Science
                      
	
            Consultations
                      


        
            
Climate Change
                  
                              	
            Understanding the Impacts
                      
	
            Responding to Change
                      
	
            Climate, Ecosystems & Fisheries Initiative
                      
	
            Regional Activities
                      
	
            Offshore Wind Energy
                      


        
  
        
      
            
                  	
          Regions
      
      
              

            Back
          

          
            Regions
          

            
            
Our Regions
                  
                              
	
            Alaska
                      
	
            New England/ Mid-Atlantic
                      
	
            Pacific Islands
                      
	
            Southeast
                      
	
            West Coast
                      


        
            
Contact Us
                   
                              	
            Regional Offices
                      
	
            Science Centers
                      


        
  
        
      
            
                  	
          Resources & Services
      
      
              

            Back
          

          
            Resources & Services
          

            
            
Rules & Regulations
                   
                              
	
            Fisheries Rules & Regs
                      
	
            Fisheries Management Info
                      
	
            Protected Resources Regs & Actions
                      


        
            
Permits
                   
                              	
            Fishing & Seafood
                      
	
            Protected Resources
                      
	
            International & Trade
                      


        
            
Funding & Financial Services
                  
                              	
            Funding Opportunities
                      
	
            Financial Services
                      
	
            Prescott Grants
                      
	
            Saltonstall-Kennedy Grants
                      
	
            Habitat Restoration Grants
                      


        
            
Consultations
                  
                              	
            Habitat
                      
	
            Endangered Species
                      
	
            Tribal
                      


        
            
Science & Data
                  
                              	
            Research
                      
	
            Surveys
                      
	
            Data
                      
	
            Maps & GIS
                      


        
            
Publications
                  
                              	
            Published Research
                      
	
            Key Reports
                      
	
            Documents
                      
	
            Publication Databases
                      
	
            Outreach Materials
                      


        
            
Laws & Policies
                  
                              	
            Magnuson-Stevens Act
                      
	
            Endangered Species Act
                      
	
            Marine Mammal Protection Act
                      
	
            Policies
                      


        
            
Outreach & Education
                  
                              	
            For Educators
                      
	
            For Students
                      
	
            Educational Materials
                      
	
            Outreach Materials
                      
	
            Teacher at Sea
                      
	
            Events
                      


        
  
        
      
            
                  	
          About Us
      
      
              

            Back
          

          
            About Us
          

            
            
NOAA Fisheries
                   
                              
	
            Our Mission
                      
	
            Who We Are
                      
	
            Where We Work
                      
	
            Our History
                      


        
            
News & Media
                   
                              	
            News & Announcements
                      
	
            Bulletins
                      
	
            Multimedia
                      
	
            Science Blogs
                      
	
            Events
                      
	
            Video Gallery
                      
	
            Photo Gallery
                      


        
            
Careers & More
                  
                              	
            Career Paths
                      
	
            Inflation Reduction Act Opportunities
                      
	
            Internships
                      
	
            Volunteering and Citizen Science
                      
	
            Diversity & Inclusion
                      


        
            
Contact Us
                  
                              	
            National Program Offices
                      
	
            Regional Offices
                      
	
            Science Centers
                      


        
            
Our Partners
                  
                              	
            Regional Fishery Management Councils
                      
	
            Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee
                      
	
            American Fisheries Advisory Committee
                      
	
            Government Agencies
                      
	
            Non-Government Organizations
                      


        
            
Inflation Reduction Act
                   
                              	
            Priority Investments
                      
	
            Recent Updates
                      
	
            Habitat Restoration
                      
	
            North Atlantic Right Whales
                      
	
            Pacific Salmon
                      
	
            Red Snapper
                      


        
  
        
      
            
      

          
  

  



  

  




  
    

            
                  

                
                
                            
    
  

          
  


  
  
  

                                


  
    

      
        
      Endangered Species Conservation
  
  
Greater Atlantic Region Sea Turtle Program



  
      Managing, conserving, and rebuilding populations of sea turtles from Maine through Virginia. 
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          Species Information


Sea turtles are reptiles (cold-blooded, air-breathing animals) with bodies that are well-adapted to the marine environment.  Found worldwide, they typically nest (lay their eggs) on tropical beaches and forage (feed) as far north as temperate waters.  Six sea turtle species are found in U.S. waters, and all six are protected under the Endangered Species Act. The sea turtle shell consists of two parts, the carapace (upper part) and plastron (lower part). Green, hawksbill, Kemp's ridley, loggerhead, and olive ridleys are considered “hard-shelled” sea turtles and have shells made up of large bony plates covered with hard scales.  The leatherback has a shell of small interlocking bones covered with black, rubbery skin. Turtle shells, along with other features, are used to distinguish between species of sea turtles.


The green, hawksbill (rare visitor to the Northeast), Kemp’s ridley, leatherback, and loggerhead sea turtles, are found in the U.S. Atlantic Ocean.  Juveniles and, to a lesser extent, adults are commonly found in mid-Atlantic and northeast waters. These waters serve as important foraging and developmental areas for sea turtles when water temperatures are warm enough. Sea turtles often migrate long distances from nesting beaches to their foraging grounds.  As water temperatures warm in the spring, sea turtles begin to migrate northward, arriving in Virginia waters as early as April and on the more northern foraging grounds in New England as early as May.  This trend is reversed in the fall as water temperatures cool with most sea turtles leaving New England by November.


Sea Turtle Recovery in our Region


NOAA Fisheries and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service share jurisdiction for sea turtles. NOAA has the lead responsibility in the marine environment, while the Service has responsibility for sea turtles on land. We work to manage, conserve, and rebuild the populations of the five species of sea turtles found in Northeast and Mid-Atlantic waters. We work closely with the Service, other NOAA Fisheries offices, Canada, and the states (through the ESA Section 6 program, the Annual Determination process, and other coordination). 
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Leatherback Sea Turtle






Threats to sea turtles in the marine environment include bycatch in commercial and recreational fisheries, vessel collisions, marine pollution, capture during channel dredging, and impingement on power plant intakes, among others.  Some of these threats are addressed through the ESA Section 7 program and federal agency consultations. There are also a number of regulations in place to help protect sea turtles in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic, including bycatch reduction measures for scallop dredges, summer flounder trawls, large mesh gillnets, Virginia pound nets, and longlines, as well as safe handling and resuscitation requirements for all fisheries. 


We also coordinate the Greater Atlantic Region Sea Turtle Stranding and Disentanglement Networks, which include non-profit organizations, state agencies, and universities that respond to live and dead stranded or distressed sea turtles, as well as collect data on these events. Injured or sick sea turtles are often brought into rehabilitation facilities for recovery.  


Learn more about the rehabilitation of sea turtles after cold stun events. 


Contact the Greater Atlantic Regional Sea Turtle Staff
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      A harbor porpoise is retrieved from the rocks at Odiorne Point State Park, New Hampshire. Credit: Seacoast Science Center
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      Photo credit: Christine Hochkeppel, christinehochkeppel.com
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      North Atlantic right whale Horton and newborn calf. Credit: Clearwater Marine Aquarium Research Institute, taken under NOAA permit #26919.
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      An oceanic whitetip shark swims near the surface of the water. Photo courtesy of John Carlson.
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      Right whale #3853 swimming north offshore of South Carolina on Jan. 20, 2011 with a series of fresh propeller wounds running across its back. The whale was observed 5 days previously offshore of Georgia without propeller wounds. It is unknown whether the whale survived its wounds or not, as it has not been re-sighted since. Vessel collisions are a leading cause of right whale mortality. Credit: EcoHealth Alliance (NOAA permit #594-1759).
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[image: Photograph from the North Atlantic right whale Catalog #3560 of "Snow Cone," a North Atlantic right whale sighted December 2, 2021 that was entangled in gear and with a new calf. Photo credit: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission taken under NOAA permit 20556.]



                  
      North Atlantic right whale Catalog #3560 ‘Snow Cone’ sighted December 2, 2021 entangled and with a new calf. Photo credit: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission taken under NOAA permit 20556.
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Size Matters: Examining the Effect of Body Size on Birth Rates in North Atlantic Right Whales

    

    
      
  
                
      
            
                        
      
      
                  New England/Mid-Atlantic
              
                                                                              
      

                
      
            
                                          
      
      
                  Southeast
              
                                                            
      

                
      
            
      
      
      
                  National
              
                                                                                                
      

      

    

  





              

      


  
  








                  

      
    

  







  


              

                

  

      
        
    
      
  
 
  

        

[image: Scroll to Top Icon]


  
    
      
        
          [image: Sign Up Mail Button]
        

        
          Sign up for news and announcements

          Stay informed of all the latest regional news around NOAA Fisheries

        

        
            
  Sign Up Now!
        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            
                      
      	
                              NOAA Fisheries

                	
          About Us
        
	
          Laws & Policies
        
	
          FishWatch
        
	
          NOAA
        
	
          Department of Commerce
        
	
          Site Index
        


                          
	
                              For Fishermen

                	
          Rules & Regulations
        
	
          Permits & Forms
        
	
          Commercial Fishing
        
	
          Recreational Fishing
        
	
          Fishery Observers
        


                          
	
                                                For Researchers

                  	
          Published Research
        
	
          Science & Data
        


                                          
	
                              Contact Us

                	
          Contact Us
        
	
          Media Inquiries
        
	
          Report a Violation
        
	
          Report a Stranded or Injured Marine Animal
        
	
          NOAA Staff Directory
        


                          


    
  
            

            
              Follow Us

              
                                  
                    Twitter
                  

                                  
                    Facebook
                  

                                  
                    Instagram
                  

                                  
                    Youtube
                  

                              

              
                Can't Find What You Need?

                Tour Our Site
              

                
        How are we doing? Send us your feedback
  
            

          


          
            
              [image: NOAA Logo]
              Science. Service. Stewardship.

            

            
                              Accessibility
  |  
                              EEO
  |  
                              FOIA
  |  
                              Information Quality
  |  
                              Policies & Disclaimer
  |  
                              Privacy Policy
  |  
                              USA.gov

                          

          

      

    

  




  

  


    
  
  


    
    


































  
