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2009-2012 Right Whale 
Entanglement and Mortality Cases

Preliminary Findings from 2010-2012 
Right Whale Field Seasons
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Cases observed 
• Total of 14 new Entangled Eg cases seen 

from Oct 01, 2010-Jan 2012:
• Eg #3120
• Eg #3911
• Eg #3010
• Eg #3712
• BK01SEUS10
• Eg #3760
• Unk Eg (Dead Eg off SC)
• Eg #3893
• Eg #3302
• S044
• Eg #3123
• 2010 Calf of Eg #3360
• Eg #3111
• Eg #3821

• Total of 5 Mortality Eg cases seen 
from Oct 01, 2010-Jan 2012:

• Eg #3911
• Unk Eg off SC 
• Unk Eg off SC 
• Eg #1303
• Eg #1308
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Right Whale #3120 
Oct 2010 

Photo: WCNE
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Right Whale #3911 
Dec 2010 – March 2011

Photo: FL-FWC



11Photo: GA-DNR
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CAUSE OF DEATH FROM FIELD DETERMINATION:
Proximate: weight loss and cachexia from chronic entanglement.
Ultimate: shark predation secondary to weakened state from chronic 
entanglement. 
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Right Whale #3010 
Jan 2011

Photo: FL-FWC



15Photo: FL-FWC

Right Whale #3712
Jan 2011
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Unk Right Whale 
Feb 2011

Photo: SCGA



17Photo: EcoHealth Alliance

Right Whale #3760
Feb 2011



18Photo: GA-DNR



19Photo: GA-DNR



20Photo: Moran Towing

Unk Right Whale 
Feb 2011



21Photo: NOAA

Unk Right Whale
March 2011



22Photo: Captain Monty Hawkins

Right Whale #1303
March 2011
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26Photo: PCCS

Right Whale #3893
Mar 2011



27Photos: UNCW

Right Whale #1308
March 2011
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Skull Fracture



29Photos: NEAq

Right Whale #3302
March 2011



30Photo: PCCS

Right Whale SO44
April 2011



31Photo: PCCS



32Photo: PCCS

Right Whale #3123
April 2011



33Photos: Blue Ocean Society 

Calf of Right Whale #3360
Sep 2011



34Photos: CWRT/NEAq

Right Whale #3111
Sep 2011



35Photos: PCCS

Right Whale #3821
Jan 2012
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Thank you!

Jamison Smith
NOAA Large Whale Disentanglement Coordinator

Office: (978) 281-9336
Cell: (978) 833-6272

Jamison.Smith@noaa.gov


