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• What is the goal or purpose of marking gear (i.e., what questions are we trying to 

answer)? 
o Management related questions: 

 In which fishery did the entanglement occur? 
 When do entanglements occur? 
 Where do entanglements occur? 
 How did the entanglement occur? 
 Do we mark gear coast-wide or just in areas with the highest co-

occurrence? 
 

o Biological and/or behavioral related questions: 
 Where is the entangling point on the whale? 
 What did the whale do when it encountered the gear (i.e., pitch, roll, etc)? 
 Can gear marking answer biological or behavioral questions? 

 
o Enforcement related questions: 

 Was the gear involved in the entanglement compliant with the ALWTRP 
regulations? 

 Who owns the gear? 
 When and where was the gear set? 
 Do we want gear marked so that it is visible from the surface? 

 
o Monitoring related questions: 

 How effective is the vertical line and/or requirement itself? 
 How effective is the ALWTRP as a whole? 

 
• What is the most important information to obtain- gear component, fishery, location at 

which gear is set, etc? 
 

• Do we want to mark vertical lines only or also groundlines? 
 

• Do we mark only a portion of the endline or groundline or entire length of gear? 
 

• At what cost do we want to pursue gear marking? 
o Are we willing to pay more for a higher quality marking scheme? 
o Are we focusing on the lowest cost marking scheme that provides the most 

information? 
 



Option 1:
Require 3 colors marked 3 times (1/4, 1/2, 3/4) on the end line. 
Areas to mark by LMA in the Northeast and by State in the Mid‐atlantic and Southeast.
Separate marks for gillnet vs trap/pot

Areas to mark
LMA 1 (trap/pot) Trap/Pot is red
LMA 1 (gillnet) 56 red red red LMA1
LMA 2(trap/pot) 6 colors red red green LMA2
LMA 2(gillnet) red red blue LMA3
LMA 3(trap/pot) red red black LMA 2/3
LMA 3(gillnet) red red yellow OC
LMA2/3 (trap/pot) red red white X
LMA 2/3 (gillnet) red green green SC
OC (trap/pot) red green blue GA
OC (gillnet) red green black FL
ME Exemption red green yellow NJ
SC (trap/pot) red green white X
SC (gillnet) red blue blue MD
GA (trap/pot) red blue black DE
GA (gillnet) red blue yellow VA
FL (trap/pot) red blue white X
FL (gillnet) red black black NC
NJ (trap/pot) red black yellow NY
NJ (gillnet)
MD (trap/pot)
MD (gillnet)
DE (trap/pot)
DE (gillnet)
VA (trap/pot)
VA (gillnet) Gillnet is green
NC (trap/pot) green green green LMA1
NC (gillnet) green green blue LMA2
NY (trap/pot) green green black LMA3
NY (gillnet) green green yellow LMA 2/3

green green white OC
Total 29 green blue blue SC

green blue black GA
green blue yellow FL
green blue white NJ
green black black MD
green black yellow DE
green black white VA
green yellow yellow NC
green yellow white X
green white white NY

blue blue blue ME Exemption 



Option 2:
Require 1 or 2 colors 3 times (1/4, 1/2, 3/4) on the endline
Status Quo for areas to mark and add mark for ME exemption area
Separate marks for gillnet vs trap/pot

Trap/Pot
CCB Restricted Area Red
N.Nearshore Red
N. Inshore Red
Stellwagen/Jeffreys Red
GSC restricted area 
overlapping w/LMA2 
and/or OC Red
S. Nearshore Orange
Offshore Black
GSC restriced area 
overlapping w/LMA2/3 
and/or LMA3 Black

Gillnet (excluding shark)
CCB Restricted Area Green
Stellwagen/Jeffreys Green
GSC Restricted Green
GSC sliver Restricted Green

Other Northeast waters Green
Mid/south atlantic Blue
SE restricted Area S Yellow

Other Southeast waters Yellow

Shark Gillnet
SE restricted area S green and blue
SE monitoring area green and blue
other SE waters green and blue

ME Exemption Red and blue



Option 3:
Require 1 or 2 colors 3 times (1/4, 1/2, 3/4) on the endline
Mark by LMA in Northeast and Region in mid‐atlantic/southeast and add mark for ME exemption area
Separate marks for gillnet vs trap/pot

Trap/Pot
LMA 1 Red
LMA 2 Orange
LMA 3 Black
LMA 2/3 Green
OC Blue
Mid‐atlantic (NY, NJ, 
DE, MD, VA, NC) Yellow

Southeast ( GA, SC, FL) Red and Orange

Gillnet 
LMA 1 Red and Black
LMA 2 Red and Green
LMA 3 Red and Blue
LMA 2/3 Red and Yellow
OC Blue and Green
Mid‐atlantic (NY, NJ, 
DE, MD, VA, NC) Yellow and Blue

Southeast ( GA, SC, FL) Orange and Blue

ME Exemption Black and Green


