ALWTRP Public Hearing
Chatham Community Center
Chatham, MA

August 13, 2013

NMFS PRD Staff—Dave Gouveia, Kate Swails, Mike Asaro, John Higgins
Number in attendance: 55
Including:

e Dan McKiernan, Massachusetts Department of Marine Fisheries, Take Reduction Team
State Representative

e Stormy Mayo, Provincetown Center for Coastal Studies, Take Reduction Team
Academia Representative

o Bill Adler, MA Lobstermen’s Association, Take Reduction Team Industry
Representative

e April Wobst, International Fund for Animal Welfare, Take Reduction Team Conservation
Representative

e Jim Nash, Take Reduction Team Industry Representative

e Representative Sarah Peake, 4" Barnstable

B. Adler and S. Peake provided oral comments on behalf of their constituents.

Closures

Commenters opposed closures. One commenter stated that the gear goes out in early April to
prepare for Memorial Day tourism influx. It’s important to let the season start on April 1.
Commenters also mentioned that a closure already exists in the Outer Cape area as a result of the
lobster management plan. More justification is needed for the closures.

Gear Marking

No need to expand scheme to include multiple marks. Top would have buoy recovered. Bottom
would have trap recovered. Just mark middle. Commenters would be ok with lengthening the
mark.

Increasing the number of traps per trawl

Opposition to elimination of singles. Trawls would create heavier gear, more ghost traps, and
gear conflicts. Impossible for small boats to trawl up from a safety and economic standpoint.
Some commenters requested an exemption for the Outer Cape and Overlap and just allow singles
in that area.

Other

Most commenters were in favor of the No Action alternative. Commenters felt there was a huge
burden placed on Outer Cape vessels as opposed to offshore vessels. The Outer Cape already has
an automatic reduction in 10% of traps when a permit is transferred. Commenters recommended
compliance and enforcement with existing regulations before adding more. One commenter
mentioned that singles were being proposed for the Southeast region and stated that the regions
shouldn’t be treated differently. One commenter stated that the ocean is changing as are



temperature and seasonal drivers for whale and lobster population so static seasonal closures are
ineffective, not adaptive, and counterproductive.



