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February 23, 2001

2001 SPEC FI CATI ONS AND CLOSURE NOTI CE FOR
SCUP AND BLACK SEA BASS

Dear Permt Hol der:

This letter istoinformyouthat the National Mari ne Fi sheries Service
(NVFS) has approved final 2001 specifications for the scup and bl ack
sea bass fisheries. This rule was publishedintheFederal Regi ster on
March 1, 2001.

Al measures areineffect i mediately, with the exception of revisions
to Gear Restricted Area (GRA) neasures; neasures makingtriplimts
possession | imts; and measures specifying that the possessionlimt is
t he maxi mum anount that can be | anded in a 24-hour period. These
neasures are effectiveMarch 31, 2001. Tabl es summari zing theinitial
and adj ust ed conmer ci al quot as, and possessionlimts for each species,
are provided. All adjusted commercial quotas are prelimnary and
subj ect to change as | andi ngs dat a becone avai |l abl e. Landi ngs of scup
and bl ack sea bass made since January 1, 2001, count toward these
qguot as.

Simul t aneousl y wi th t he publication of these specifications, the Wnter
| scup fishery was cl osed, effectiveMarch 1, 2001. The First Quarter
bl ack sea bass fishery was al so cl osed, effectiveMarch 7, 2001.

SCUP
This rule inplements the foll ow ng neasures:

(1) Atotal allowablelandings (TAL) of 6.22mllionlb (4.45mllion
b commercial, 1.77 mlIlion |b recreational);

(2) Anincrease from200Ibto 5001 binthe scup possessionlint for
the Wnter | and Wnter Il fisheries that triggers the 4.5-inch m ni num
mesh requirenent ;

(3) Revisionof thecurrent scuptriplimt provisionsto be possession
l[imts;

(4) Specificationthat the possessionlimt is the maxi numanount that
can be landed in a 24-hour period (cal endar day);

(5) Revision of the Wnter | possessionlimt to 10,000 Ib/trip,
withareductionto 1,000 I b/trip when 75 percent of the Wnter
| quota is attained;

(6) Reduction of the Wnter Il possessionlimt from4,000Ibto




2,000 I b; and

(7) Revised Gear Restricted Areas (GRAs) inthe Md-Atlantic with
exenptions for Atlantic herring and Atl antic nmackerel small -nmesh
fisheries. Vessels arenot allowedto fishfor or possess bl ack sea
bass, Loligo squid or silver hake (whiting) inthese areas when fi shing
with nmesh smaller than 4.5 inches dianond nesh.

The boundary coordi nates and ti ne periods for the new GRAs are provi ded
below. A map depicting these GRAs is also attached.

NORTHERN GEAR RESTRI CTED AREA ( November 1 through Decenber 31)

Poi nt N_Lat. W Long.
NGA1 41°00' 71°00
NGA2 41°00' 71°30'
NGA3 40°00' 72°40'
NGA4 40°00' 72°05'
NGA1 41°00' 71°00
SOUTHERN GEAR RESTRI CTED AREA (January 1 through March 15)
Poi nt N. Lat. W_Long.
SGAL 39°20° 72°50'
SGA2 39°20° 72°25'
SGA3 38°00' 73°55'
SGA4 37°00' 74° 40
SGA5 36° 30 74°40'
SGA6 36° 30' 75°00
SGA7 37°00' 75°00'
SGA8 38°00' 74° 20"
SGAL 39°20° 72°50'

Prelim nary Adjusted 2001 Scup Conmmercial Quotas.

Peri od 2001 Initial guota 2001 Adj usted qguotal Possession Linmts
| b kg? | b kg? | b kg?
W nter | 2,004, 959 909, 434 1,675,621 760, 049] 10, 0004 4,536
Sunmmer 1,731,172 785, 246 1, 147, 861 520, 661 N Al N A
Wnter |I 708, 469 321, 356 708, 469 321, 356 2, 000 907
Tot al 4,444,600] 2,016, 037 3,531, 951 1,602, 066

1Adj ust ed due to overages in 2000.
2Ki | ograms are as converted from pounds and may not add to the converted total due to rounding.
3Possession limt will drop to 1,000 Ib per trip when 75 percent of Wnter | quota is reached.

BLACK SEA BASS
This rule inplenments the foll ow ng managenent neasures:

(1) ATAL of 6.17 million|Ib (3.02 mlIlion |Ib for the comerci al
fishery and 3.15 mllion Ib for the recreational fishery);

(2) Reductioninthe possessionlimts for Quarters 2, 3 and 4to 1, 500
I b, 1,000 I'b, and 2,000 I b, respectively;

(3) Revision of current triplimt provisions to specify themas
possession limts; and

(4) Specificationthat the possessionlimt be the maxi rumanount t hat
can be landed in a 24-hour period (cal endar day).



Prelim nary Adjusted 2001 Bl ack Sea Bass Conmerci al

Quot as

Peri od 2001 Initial quota 2001 Adjusted quotal Possessi on
I b kg2 I b kg? I b kg?
1 1,168, 760 530, 141 1,168, 760 530, 141 9000 4,082
2 885, 040 401, 447 683, 906 310, 215 1500 680
3 372,951 169, 168 291, 786 132, 352 1000 454
4 597,991 271, 244 595, 254 270, 003 2000 907
Tot al 3,024,742 1,372,000 2,739, 706 1,242,710

1Adj ust ed due to overages in 2000.
2Ki | ograms are as converted from pounds and nmay not add to the converted total due to rounding.

For further information please call 978-281-9278.

Si ncerely,
Patricia A Kurkul
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

At t achnment



At t achment

Scup GRAs

Nort hern GRA effective Novenber 1 through Decenber 31.
Sout hern GRA effective January 1 through March 15.



