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January 18, 2002

Dear Permt Hol der

This letter is to informyou that the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NWS) has issued final specifications for the 2002 fi shing
year for surf clans, ocean quahogs, and Mi ne mahogany quahogs. NWFS
has approved a 10-percent increase for the surf clamfishery fromthe
2001 quota level and is maintaining the quota at status quo |evels
for the 2002 ocean quahog and Mai ne nmahogany quahog fisheries. 1In
addi tion, NMFS has extended the suspension of the mninumsize limt
for surf clans in the 2002 fishing year. The followi ng table

sumnmari zes the 2002 fishing year quotas:

FI SHERY 2002 QUOTA (bushel s)
Surf d ant 3, 135, 000
Ccean Quahog? 4,500, 000
Mai ne Mahogany Quahog? 100, 000
'1 bushel = 1.88 cubic feet
21 bushel = 1.2448 cubic feet

These final specifications are effective January 16, 2002. You are
encouraged to obtain further information or a copy of the fina
specifications by calling (978) 281-9278. This letter does not
contain all the regulatory provisions that pertain to these species
and, consequently, has no legal force or effect. A copy of the fina
specifications can al so be obtained through the NVWS Nort heast
Regional Ofice’s Wb Site: www nero.nnfs. gov

NOTE: Al 2002 Ccean Quahog cage tags are enbossed with a misspelling
“02 QUAHOG'. In order to have cage tags in the allocation hol ders
possession for January 1, 2002, it was decided to utilize the

m sspel | ed cage tags for the 2002 year

This small entity conpliance guide conplies with section 212 of the
Smal | Busi ness Regul atory Enforcement and Fairness Act of 1996.

Sincerely,

S Y ARG,

Patricia A. Kurkul
Regi onal Adm ni strator




