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examination of stock projections for
1994 that were conducted using low,
mean, and high estimates of recruitment
and the number of age-1 fish. The
adopted management measures are
based upon the low estimate of
recruitment in order to proceed
conservatively due to several sources of
uncertainty in the assessment.

Comment: The ACCA questions the
way in which state survey data were
used to estimate age-0 fish. They believe
the assessment should have relied on
the Virginia Institute of Marine Science
(VIMS) index, which indicates poor
recruitment.

Response: The stock assessment
incorporates the results of five state
surveys to estimate age-0 fish. Each of
the state surveys is limited in area and
indicates recruitment trends locally.
The overall analysis combines all of the
surveys and produces a moderate
estimate that is lower than the mean
over the past 5 years. The uncertainty
concerning this estimate is one of the
reasons cited by the Council and
ASMFC for the conservative quota
adopted.

Comment: The ACCA questions the
assumption that the 1993 commercial
quota will not be exceeded and states
that the 1994 quota should not be set
until final 1993 landings figures are
available. ACCA supports the FMP
provision that requires state landings in
excess of the 1993 quota to be deducted
from state quota allocations for 1994.

Response: The FMP requires the
Summer Flounder Monitoring .
Committee to make a recommendation
concerning management measures for
the upcoming year by August 15.
Clearly, the Council was aware that it
would be impossible to incorporate
landings data from one year into the
recommendations for the following year.
The assumption that the 1993 quota is
not exceeded is not unreasonable since
the FMP requires weekly dealer reports
and gives NMFS the authority to close
states to the landing of summer flounder
when a state quota is attained. If final
1993 landings exceed a state quota, the
1994 state quota will be decreased by
the overage amount.

Comment: The ACCA believes the
1994 quota recommendation does not
take into account the additional
reduction in target fishing mortality that
the FMP requires in 1996.

Response: As stated in the proposed
specifications, a conservative quota
level was selected for 1994 in part in
anticipation of the FMP requirement for
reduction of the target fishing mortality
rate to 0.23 in 1996. If a conservative
quota level is implemented in 1994, and
if recruitment in 1993/94 exceeds the

assumed level, then spawning stock
biomass is expected to increase at a rate
faster than estimated. Larger stock sizes
in 1996 would allow for a quota level
that would minimize the impacts of the
additional reduction on fishermen.

Classification

This action is authorized by 50 CFR
part 625.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 625
Fisheries, reporting and

recordkeeping requirements.

{Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.)
Dated: March 1, 1994.

Samuel W. McKeen,

Acting Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 94-5125 Filed 3-2-94; 3:28 pm]
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50 CFR Part 651
[Docket No. 831076-4052; I.D. 030184A]

RIN 0648-AD33

Northeast Multispecies Fishery;
Correcion = )
AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule; correction.

SUMMARY: This document corrects a
final rule published on Tuesday, March
1, 1994 (59 FR 9872), which implements
Amendment 5 to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Northeast
Multispecies Fishery (FMP).

EFFECTIVE DATE: March 1, 1994.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Susan Murphy, Northeast Regional
Office, 508—-281-9252.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Need for Correction

This document corrects the
minimum-mesh net size requirement to
be 5% inches [13.97 cm), rather than 6
inches (15.24 cm), for the Gulf of Maine/
Georges Bank regulated mesh area and
the Stellwagen Bank/Jeffreys Ledge
juvenile protection area from March 1,
1994, through March 31, 1994. The
minimum mesh size requirement for
these two areas will become 6 inches
(15.24 cm) beginning April 1, 1994. The
Regional Director determined on
February 25, 1994, that fishermen need
additional time to come into compliance
with a larger minimum mesh
requirement of 8 inches (15.24 cm).

Correction of Publication

Accordingly, the publication on
March 1, 1994, of the final rule, which
was the subject of FR Doc. 94-4610. Is
corrected as follows:

1. On page 9874, under the _
“SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION" caption,
in the second column, before the
heading, “‘Comments and Responses’,
add the following heading and
paragraph: Delay of 6-inch (15.24-cm)
Minimum Mesh Requirement.

The 6-inch minimum mesh
requirements in the Gulf of Maine/
Georges Bank regulated mesh area (see
§651.20{a){2)) and the Stellwagen Bank/
Jeffreys Ledge juvenile protection area
(see § 651.20(a)(5)) are effective
beginning April 1, 1994, with a
minimum mesh requirement of 52
inches (13.97 cm) from March 1 through
March 31, 1994. The Regional Director
determined on February 25, 1994, that
fishermen need additional time to come
into compliance with a larger minimum
mesh requirement of 6 inches (15.24

cm).

§651.20 [Corrected]

2. On page 9893, third column, in
§651.20(a)(2), line 2, after the phrase
“area, shall be”, insert the following:
5% inches (13.97 cm) from March 1,
1994, through March 31, 1994, and
beginning April 1, 1994,”.

3. On page 9894, third column, in
§651.20(a)(5), introductory text, last
line, after the words ‘““net gear”’, and
before the period, add the words:
“except that from March 1, 1994,
through March 31, 1994, the minimum
mesh requirement shall be 54 inches
(13.97 cm) square mesh (hung on the
square) in the last 140 bars of the
codend and extension piece of all
mobile net gear.”

Dated: March 1, 1994.
Samuel W. McKeen,

Acting Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 94-5078 Filed 3-2-94; 11:22 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

50 CFR Part 672
[Docket No. 920461-4061; 1.D. 021504E]

Groundfish of the Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule; technical
amendment.

SUMMARY: NMFS issues a technical
amendment that updates directed
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the final rulé hsﬁngth‘ello isiana Black

- bear as threateped, published.on

January 7, 1992\(57 FR 54 8) the Service
changed its earlix or findjng by
determining that §esighation of critical .
habitat-was-prudent Jut not them
determrinable: A prg bosal'to-designate
three areasas critig ‘l \habitatwas- -
published'ir the FederakRegister-om:
December2; 1998°(58:KR’63560): The-

actual critical habitat. within thesa areas- .
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Section 4(b [5)(E) of the, Endangered.
Species Act fequires that a ubhc
hearing e } 1don_pmpos 1
designation of: critical-hahitat if:

proposals-publication:in the Rederal
Registey\ Bublic hearing requestg:were-
receivgd-during the allotted: timéperiod:

from Robert:Lamar Boese; the-Hoherable

Bill Tauzin; Pietro L. Ripari; and Hen
Stigkler.

nyone expectmg ta make:an oral\
presentation-at the hearing is-

encouraged: to provide-a-written copy of
heir statement to the hearing officer:
prior to the start of the hearing. In the
event there is-a large attendance, the
time\allotted for oral statements may
have tp be limited, Oral'and writtefr

‘statemgnts.receive equal consideyation..

There ake no limits to the lengtlyof

written.comments:presented af this.
hearing o\mailed to the Service..

. alfernatives to meet those objectives.

. Fishery Management Council, Fedezal-

DEPARTMENT ds'couﬁence' '

National %eanlc and.Atmosphedc.
Adminlstxatiom ,

50 CFR‘PartBSf

[1.D.030194B}
NortheastMultispecies.Fishery.
AGENCY: National' Marine Fisheries:
Service (NMFS), National Oceanit-
Atmospheric Admmlstratmn (NOAA);
Commerce:

ACTION: Public hearmgs and request for
comments: ;

SUMMARY:. The New: England Flshery :
Management Council (NEFMC); i
cooperation with the Mid-Atlantic:
Fishery Management:Council.(MAFMC);
will hold preliminary hearings.to inform.

. interested- parties and:receive: comments;

on proposals to:amend the:Nerthseast.
Multispecies:Fishery, Management Plan:
(FMP). In response-ta.concerns:
expressed-by the NEEMC's. Industry
Advisory Committee-about the
emergence of a juvenile silver hake-
(whiting} fishery, the-NEFMC intends tm
hold public hearings this spring on.a:set-

"auxiliary-aids shou

of management objectives and

The NEFMC seeks input on the-
development of the public hearing
document from interested parties who
have not had the opportunity to
comment at FMP development meetings
in the New England area.

DATES: Written comments should be: ﬁ
sent by March 8; 1994 (seo' ADDRESSES): !
The hearings-will be held at' 7 p.m: orr
Monday, March 7, 1994; and'at-7 p:m:.
on Tuesday; March 8, 1994.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent to: :
Douglas G: Marshall, Executive Director,. ]
New:England Fishery Management.
Council, Suntaug Office-Park, 5
Broadway (Route One), Saugus, MA.
01906. Additional information can be.
obtained.from the NEFMC at.the abave.
address, or from:the Mid-Atlantic -

Bldg., room 2115, 300 South New Street,,
Dover, DE 19901-6790.

Public liearings will be held on. March
7 at the South Wall Fire House, West.
Atlantic Avenue at Route.34, Wall; N,
(908) 223-2150: and ‘on March & at the
Gurney's Inn, Old Montauck Highway,-

- Mantauck, NY; (516) 668-2345.
" . FOR FURTHER:INFORMATION CONTAGTZ

 DouglasG. Marshall,EmacuﬁmDnector
. (617) 2310422

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Ths
NEFMC staffwill provide materials for
the-hearings to the MAFMC. Tle- -
MAFMC will distribute the materials-to-
interested parties:and provide other
suppart:for the-hearings. They will also
forward'all comments: to the NEFMC.
Afterthe: NEFMC's Groundfishe -
Committes’reviews:the scoping hearing:
comments; a public hearing document:
will be'prepared. Interested members.of
the public should contact eitherthe.
MAFMC or the:NEFMC office fer further
informati'on‘(see:ADDRESSES).' .

This hearing is physically accessibie:
to people with -disabilities: Requests for-
sign language mtequretatxon or-other

d be directed'to-
Douglas G. Marshall at (617):231-0422
at least 5 days priorto the meeting date

Dated: March 1, 1994..

‘David S. Crestin,

Acting Director, Office of Fisheries. . .
Conservation.and Management, National
Marine Fisheries Service..

[FR Doc..94-5092 Filed 3—2-94; 11:22 am]}.
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