.species allo edforgrading A
standards: 3 A

. o sub artsw,lthseparate defect ¥ Iesfm'

e ——————— 22

18092 Federal Register / Vol. 59, Ne. 73 / Friday, April 15, 1994 / Proposed Rules
pd by Qumber ofmodwsehgxbléhrgmdlﬁg

rele thevoluntaryseafood mspon

esti -
comment: on tbe following qmsuons:

Al Shauldthespecns(suenuﬁc
. narpe) referencesin theabove .
mer anedU.S~StandndxforGrade¢

)281—9285. .
Pt EAE
" réceived wntten and verbalmmmen i
ﬁ'o industrymemhersqnesh the -
nyoflncludmgthe e |a
_names yf species in the standardg The
commen indicate that it would be .
able to discontinug ehst of
the -

dnsadv ntages to removing

~ relerence fmmtheabovestandam 12
I at\g! idelin: s)skxjnld
1denufyth speciesofﬁsh -

.- mare equi

- mm:m.meoceo-w 020194AI
Nomeastﬂunwpecles shevy""‘ -

b g ; "

50 dardsmmgradmgsystes.?art :

" . 26%, subpart A uses the attpibute system.
. "P :

62, subpart B uses defect points. -
R« mm { the staadards ~ Possesslon Limitfor Haddock .
*also d er.szsl. utAhandpan AGEHGV.NaﬁonalManneFishems

t A, havgtwo different tables Servica [NMFS] National Oceanic and

: detepfhining the grade oi e Atmosphm'u: Admxmstzauon (NOMI.
L 2pit gid sample.Part 263; .
E Subp&ﬂBgB
~"  numerically of scnlostamngat 100.
.. with points deduxted. In part 267, .0 - SUMMMW NMFS pmpososregulahons te.
T gradmgxs pkpresseq numerically on a - mplememproposedAmendmem Gto
' - the Fishery Management Plan for the -

. Northeast Multispecies Fishery (FMP).

L : _ These uiauonswouldm)pose,asoo-
‘curre y mmle SOCFR f\gm nine: ;' Ib (226.8-kg) possession limit for -
» standhrds for grades to one, ith three .- - haddock year-round for all vessels e

permxtted under the FMP-and for alb. -
. vessels-in passession of haddeck imm ,
or in ‘the exclusive economic.zone .. -
iEEZ). pmlnhn seallop dredgevmels‘-f;, :

hole

dx{fexenl pmductt s fia.,

' depieted haddock stocks. -

WESES.Copmsofpmposed
: Revnew(RIR)suppomngtb)sacuonmay.

Fisheries Service, One B)ackbmrn Dnvé 5

“ - FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: -1 |
-~ Susan Murphy (Fishery Policy Analyst,, " -

-9252.. .
- SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION Th
> primary species in the Northeast. -,
" multispecies: v
*declined to, record or neabrecord low

the area known as Closed Area I on
" jmplemented to protect haddock,
- April 2, 1994 (59 FR 26, Jenuary 3,

scallop dredge vessels, wlnch/are

' to the west and: 15 minites hatitade to. .
- the south (along its existing westen;and
* southesn boundaries; in

- suspended thie February.thro

from possessing or landing haddock
from january through June; and extend.
the nmepenodofthedommefclosed
Area H ta 6 months (from January
through june), rather than 4 months )
{February through May) in 1995. The. - ‘ -
intended effect of this rule is to pmtect R

DATES: Com.mmts are m\nted through
May 14, 1994.":

Amendment 6/Environmental
Assessment (EA)/Regulatory

be obtained from Richard B. Roe, -~
Reglmalmrec:ot,Nahonaleno—

Glouoester, MA 01930, -

Northeast Reglon. NMFS). 508-28t— - . -

{groumdfish) fishery.

this, the New Englarid Fmbnxy i g
Management Council (Council *a

Georges Bank; memergvncymkm
begimming Janwary 3, 1994, through - o

1994), and recently extended tbmngh )
June 30, 1994 (59 FR 15656; Ap'nl 4,
1994). The original em s ruler (2}
Im a 500-1(226. a-kg) possession
~ limit for haddock for all vessels. e L ,‘
permitted under the fishery, exEept s se&

prohibited from p or landmg e
haddock; (2} closed Closed Area Il to &H
© vessels; except lobster pot vessels and-
scallop dredge vessels, from Ianuary

- through May; (3) expanded the size ol -
Closed Area II by. 20 minutes Icmgnud'e

with -5
the Regulated Mesh Boundary:linek (4

ugh May
_clusmeoi(zlosedmgaltoallvmls Gt
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‘ exceptthose usmgsmkgdlaetgear {5)
prohlbrted the transfer of fish at sea; and -
~ {6) banned pmr trawhng in’ the ’

1
e Baat rule oy

Amendinent 5, 1mplemexﬁed ;‘ S
"indefinitely: {1) The expansion of the .

AreaIIfmmFebmaxythmughMaym .
" 1994 and 1995, and January through
- June, in 1996 and thereafter; (3) { the
.. suspension of" the closure of Closed A:ea
1 to all vessels, ex:
gdlnet gear; {4) the prohibition on "'~ .
““transfer of figh at sen’and(&ﬂ:ehn on:
. pair trawh;:g Therefore, Sy
- Amendment 6 and the cument extemmn
. to the emergency tuledo uot contain - .
these Imeasures, . -
"NMFS prop osed Amendmenx 6under.
'+ ‘authority of section 304(c)(1)(B) of the
Magnuson Fishery Conservation and

UUEDRRIURUSSPSSTRNP R L
e TR NPT O T e 7 e T TRy . ’ sl

emendmenx).d
ubmitted 'by ‘thée Council (hege,
‘ha,s been partiafly ...

.(

extended the time penod .for :he ' ]
f Closed Area Il through June, rather o e

* than through May ascontamed in-.

: Amendment 5. - : ,;. .

- Also at the February meetmg. the
Counml voted to begin the resubmission

process for the disapproved 5,000-1b

- (2,268-kg) haddock possessron limit

- with a'750-1b {340-kg) possession limit.
"The Council resubmitted a 750-pound

- (340-kg) haddock possession limiton -

- March 31, 1994.-The resubmitted . =

amendment has not yet been accepted -

for Secretarial review;, and its . a8

approvability will be determined after -

".public comments are received on the .
. resubmitted amendment and its -

Proposed rule. Also, due to the depleted

- ~condition of the haddock stocks, NMFS

has determined that it would be -

' inappropriate toallow the 500-1b (226.8-

~ kg) haddock possession limit to lapse

- beyond the ending effective date of the

+ emergency rule (June 30, 1994).

: Therefore NMFS has determmed that it

. is appropnate to propose Amendmem‘ "'

and publish proposed imj

" regulations. However, if the Councxl s :

resutmitted baddock possessien limit is
approved and implemented by June 30,

- 1994, Amendmenlﬁto theFMwallbe
-j w1thdrawn. L . -
- sxzeofClosed.Amal].(Z)tbeclosureof

B dcgronnd -,
T of pamcularconoemhrethehaddoc'k

" stocks on both Georges Bank andinthe .

“Gulf of Mairie, which are at all-time low

vessels nsin smk levels of abundance. Haddockiandlw Area I should bé closed begmnm
o B! - in 1993 were the lowest in recorded ..

history. The stock condition and .

,Jandings will continus to decline mitil :f

such time as mea.nmgﬁalmeasums are

._implemented to elimipate the. . -
" overfished condmon of the stocks and

"reduce the explmtatmn rate to levels
that w111 allow sxgmficant rebl.uldmg to

stock would be mmn’camednt its present .
low level, but rebuilding woiild nof take
-place. Rebnilding mlLon.ly ocur, when

the fishing moitality rate is reduoed

" well below the 0.4 fishing mortality -
-+ level. Given the depleted condition of

the stock, reducing fishing mortality as
far below 0.4 as practicable would be
..the most appropriate risk-averse

- management approach to promote steck

-rebuilding.

- The Regxonal Du'ector presented a -
new analysis of the condition of the .
- stocks to the Council at its November 23
Multrspemes Oversight Committee -
meeting and at its December 8-9 .~ -
Council meeting and, in response, the
Council proposed to implement by -
emergency rule: A closure of the
expanded Closed Area Il (beginning -
January 1, 1994); a prohibition on pair
trawling; a haddock possession limit
between 500 Ibs {226.8 kg) and 1,000 Ibs
{(453.6 kg), at the discretion of the

_ Regional Director, and a request that the

Regional Director consider whether

* Ibs (226.8 kg) for the emergency rule..”

! ‘January eachyear,

- stock reco

500-1b (226:8-kg) kimit is sufficiently -

, L - g -3 ® P "
: Amendment 6 would require

" time for 1995 will provide addmonal _

. vessels should be prohibited from

theclosureofAreaH T
: NMFSoonmn‘rédivith‘theCuund}‘s
recommendation and the Regionatl:-
' Director’s determination that the o
‘haddock owessmnhmnshoddbesm‘

" NMFS has mmal.lydetmmmed that the

same possession Timit for haddock -
contained in ths emergency rule §5 <
appropriate year-rounl% and Closed

June:
‘A 500-1b (226.8-kg) ock _
possessmnhmitisexpededtomduoe R
- fishing mortality below 0.4 and foster ‘<< .
Akhonguomehaddock
- taken asb;gytd!wlllbedmrded L
under the 500-1b (226.8-kg) limit; the

1addock be stored separataly fr
rest of the catch, soﬂxeamountof I
haddock ‘ ard

The expnnsron 0

protéction to the concentrations of
_ haddock that occur in the area. The
closure of Area Il beginning in Janiuary . .
. rather than February, and ending at the
- end of June rather than at the end of
* May, should ensure that haddock -
beginning to concentrate in the area are o
provided the fullest protection.

In addition to the longer closure *:
_period for Closed Area II, NMFS has -
- initially determined that, because . - .-
scallop vessels fish in Closed Area Il - :
during the period when haddock are . o
congregated to spawn, all scallop dredge T

"landing or possessing haddock during
the closed period to ensure that such -
vessels do not target these - : :
concentrations of haddock. While the -
Council requested that the Regional -
Director consider the questionof ~
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whether scallop dredges should be " PART 651—NORTHEAST § 6(51.‘27 Possesslon'll}nlts.

prohibitéd from the area during the - MULTISPECIES FISHERY ‘ * o *or :
f;ﬁﬁ?ﬁ;’s“:f;: ?,ffgﬁ;gﬁﬁ‘;‘giﬂs?dgg by " 1. The authority citation for part 651 (b) Haddock possession limits—1) ,
the Northeast Fisheries Science Center ~ continues to read as follows: ' + Scallop dredge vessels. (i) No person -

of NMFS does not support precludmg - Auﬂionty' 16 US.C. 1801 et seq. - N ~ owning or pperating a scallop dredge

- vessel issued a permit under this part "~

* scallopers from the closed , , .
‘ scallopers from the closed area. - may land, or possess on board a vessel,

2. Section 651.9, is amended by
~ ‘Therefore, the lesser action is proposed ¥

adding paragraphs (a)(11) and (12) and °

. to reduce the impact on scallopers, yet - (e)(33) and (34) to read, as foll ows: haddack from ]anuary 1 through ]une W
. provide some protecnon to spawmng , ey 0300

. > . haddock.’ e - .5651) 9 f’°h'bm°"s' T (ii) No person operatmg a scallop
O - Lo (a)E et d:ed el may possess haddock in
¥ Qassnﬁcaugn o -(11) Land haddock from, or possess ge vess y po

" The General Counsel ofthe ..~ ., haddock on board;’a sea scallap dredge’ or harvested from, the EEZ fro

o yessel as specified in § 651. 27(b)(1) :
- < to the Small Business: Admxmstrahon -+ ($2) Land, or possess on board a_°
- that this'action will not have a- -z r
" .. significant economic impact on.
- substantial numberof smail‘entities. - ->" or violate. any of the other prov1510ns
. Fishing vessels that would b subject to . spemﬁed in § 651.27(b)(2). -
this rule rarely take more than' 500 Ibs. - - « T .'--' ’.
. {226.8 kg) of haddock per.trip because -+ .
" of the severely depleted status of the -
" stock. Based on the most recent catch
" .1- statistics, 68 percent of the fishing trip
- landing groundfish landed no haddock
~ .84 percent involved less than 500 .-
- %sunds. The allowable bycatch of 500
. Ibs (226.8 kg) is expected to- dlscourage
vessels from ;

g pe
_owning or operatmg a vessel issued
_permit under this part may land, or
*i possess on board a vessel, mom than

oo () No person may possess onhoard: .. .
- a vessel more than 500 Ibs. (226 8)kg)of MEL

e)ttt IR

--(33) Land haddock from, or possess
haddock on board, a sea scallo (g dred °.

.....

S e N v PR Bl DR
N r . . . !

- (i .
“possession limit shall have on boagr
vessel at least’ one standardbox ‘

A mwmnagement Officer,

Netional Maring Fisheries Service.

- Forthereagons-set out in th i . : - BnumG,

-+, preamble, 50 CFR part 651 is proposed—_,‘ " 4. Section 651,27 Is amended by . ¥
tobe amendedas follows: ~:7: - <. ¥ addms paragraph (©)to read as follows: s

!
S et
FIRE A R,



