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The mission of the Town of Plymouth Department of Marine and Environmental Affairs (DMEA) is to provide 
services that protect the safety of people and vessels who use our waterways and waterside facilities, including our 
rivers, ponds, and lakes; to provide for the protection, preservation, enhancement and safe use of the Town's natural 
resources, including beaches, conservation lands, and preserved open spaces; and to address environmental issues 
that threaten or may negatively impact the health, welfare, and quality of life of our citizens. 
 
DMEA is proud to have worked with state and federal partners of several aquatic restoration projects in the past to 
open up watersheds to fisheries that benefit people, fish and wildlife throughout the Plymouth Bay area. DMEA’s 
other successful efforts at Town Brook include: 
 

• 2001- Repair of the fishway and the installation of 30' of Alaskan steeppass under Newfield Street. 
Approximate cost: $98,000. 

• 2002- Removal of the Billington Street Dam, which restored 150 feet of streambed allowing migratory fish 
to more easily reach their spawning grounds at Billington Sea. Approximate cost: $250,000. 

• 2003- Installation of a new stormwater system at the Main Street Extension Parking Lot adjacent to Town 
Brook. The new system greatly reduced bacteria, sediment and oil and grease entering the stream.  

• 2003- Restoration of the Brewster Gardens Park at the mouth of Town Brook. Part of this project involved 
the lowering of the weir at Water Street to allow for easier migration of alewife, blueback herring, and 
rainbow smelt. In addition, in-stream features such as pools and riffles were created along with new riparian 
wetlands. Approximate cost $530,000. 

• 2004- Initiation of a PIT tagging program in conjunction with NOAA, USGS and UMass –Amherst. This 
work analyzed the ability of tagged river herring to migrate through the Billington Street Dam restoration 
site and to analyze the impact of subsequent upstream barriers.  

• 2007- The construction of a new fishway and observation platform at Jenney Grist Mill. Approximate cost: 
$150,000  

• 2008- Installation of a new stormwater management system along Billington Sea Road and Black Cat Road. 
This work will improve the quality of the spawning habitat within Billington Sea, the headwaters of Town 
Brook. Approximate cost: $225,000 

• 2009- Installation of stormwater BMP’s including several rain gardens along Billington Street to improve 
water quality within Town Brook. Approximate cost: $175,000. 

• 2009 – The Town of Plymouth utilized both local funds and grant funding to acquire this $2,400,000 
property. This land acquisition of 69.29 acres provides the Town with permanently protected open space 
along Lout Pond and Billington Sea. It provides protection for over 70% of the Zone II of the Lout Pond 
Well. It falls within Priority Habitat for rare and endangered species and will protect the water quality of 
Billington Sea, Town Brook and Plymouth Harbor.  
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