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Interim Action Measures

Goals and Objectives
Reduce overfishing by reducing catch

Provide protection to spawning aggregations and
spawning activities

Minimize take of cod from areas where concentrated

Develop and implement action quickly
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Interim Action Measures

Commercial and recreational fishery area closures
Commercial trip limits

Zero recreational possession

Declaration change for Gulf of Maine trips

Day gillnet sector exemption allowing additional net use
revoked

Interim rule comment period is 30 days
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Commercial and recreational
fishery area closures

Apply to vessels using certain commercial and recreational gear
capable of catching cod (meaning gear other than "exempted gear,"
as well as gear exempted from rolling closure areas).

Western Gulf of Maine (WGOM) Closure Area not closed by the 30-
minute squares remain accessible for federally permitted party and
charter vessels through a Letter of Authorization.

Implementation of closures is effective when the rule publishes; a 2-
week grace period for fixed gear retrieval (other measures do apply).

Closed area transit/gear stowage provisions apply
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Area Closures--November
through January

Commercialkhand reqreational fisher_iy area closures
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Area Closures--February through

April
Commercial and recreational fishery area closures
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Commercial and recreational flshery area closures
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Area Closures--May through July
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Area Closures--August through
October

Commercial and recreational fishery area closures
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Commercial Trip Limits

e 200 pounds per trip for all common pool categories and sector
enrolled vessels. Sector ACE remains unchanged and in effect for
remainder of year

 Designed to discourage catch of cod in areas not closed by interim
measures.
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Prohibirtion on Recreational
Possession

« All cod caught in recreational fisheries must be returned to the sea

o Applies to all trips in EEZ; to federally permitted multispecies vessels
In state waters
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Commercial Declaration
Change—GOM only trips

Trips declaring GOM may only fish in that Broad Stock Area for the
duration of the trip

Applies irrespective of if trip is monitored or observed at-sea

Designed to improve catch attribution to stock area
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Day Gillnet Sector Vessel
Exemption Change

Day gillnet vessels will be subject to no more than 100 gillnets of 300
feet, or 50 fathoms in length.

No more than 50 gillnets may be rigged for roundfish (i.e., gilinets
that are constructed with floats on the float line and that have no tie-
down twine between the float line and the lead line).

Gillnets in the GOM regulated mesh area must be tagged with two
tags per net.
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Measures effective Thursday, November 13, 2014 when
rule publishes in Federal Register

Detailed Environmental Assessment Prepared for Action

Available on Reqgulations.gov. Search docket number:
NOAA-NMFS-2014-0125 to find the interim action

Also posted on GARFO website:
www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/sfd/sfdmulti.html
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Area closure evaluations

Started with existing closures and Council alternatives
under consideration for Framework Adjustment 53

Evaluated if additional closures were necessary to protect
spawning activities

Evaluated If additional areas were needed to further
reduce catch
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e Spawning related information data sources

1.
2.
3.
4.

Industry Based Survey
Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries Research
Omnibus Habitat Amendment 2

Scientific Literature

Note: Many of these same data sources are being evaluated by the Council’s
PDT for Framework Adjustment 53
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Example of cod spawning
Information used
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Gulf of Maine Cod Monthly Commercial Landings
April - June (2010-2014)
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Gulf of Maine Cod Monthly Recreational Landings
April - June (2010-2014)
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Gulf of Maine Haddock Monthly Commercial Landings
April - June (2010-2014)
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Proportional commercial
haddock catch by 10-minute
square evaluation under status
quo and interim measures, by
month.

Similar evaluations for white
hake, pollock, redfish, etc.
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Gulf of Maine Haddock Monthly Recreational Landings
April - June (2010-2014)
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Questions
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