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Northeast VMS Program: Power-Down Guidance as of May 1, 2015

This summary provides a broad overview of restrictions and requirements; it is not a substitute for the regulations. You are strongly encouraged to

read the regulations at 50 CFR 648.10(b) to fully understand how these fisheries are managed.

Exemption from the requirement to power a VMS while at the dock/mooring: This exemption allows the owner of a vessel to turn off the power
to the VMS unit under the following rules:

# 1: Does your vessel hold one or
more of these permits?

YES

For questions regarding VMS regulations, contact:
Northeast VMS Team
Mailbox

You are NOT authorized to turn the power off to your
VMS unit when in port.

You may request a Letter of Exemption (LOE) if you
meet certain requirements. More information about a
LOE is available at:
http://www.nero.noaa.gov/vms/forms/index.html

STOP

NMFES.OLE.NE@noaa.gov

# 2: Has your vessel taken a VMS-declared
trip under one or more of these permits?

YES

978-281-9213, press option 1 for VMS

# 3: Does your
vessel hold a
Limited Access
General Category
Scallop (Category
A,B,C) permit?

You may turn
the power off
to your VMS
unit until one
or more of the
conditions in
#1, #2 or #3
apply to your
vessel.

YES

You may declare the Power Down
declaration (PWD-PWD-XXXXXX) from
your VMS unit after all product is
offloaded. NMFS recommends that you
await an acknowledgment, and then
turn the power off to your VMS unit
while your vessel is at the dock/
mooring.

Please remember to turn the power
back on to your VMS unit AND send the
appropriate declaration before leaving
port on the next trip.
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