
Action Items from Jan. 25, 2011 Work Group Meeting 
 
SPUE Data 

• NMFS will set up a call with its contractor (Industrial Economics), Dr. Richard 
Pace of the NEFSC, and large whale database curator and ALWTRT member Bob 
Kenney to discuss overlap in data between the NEFSC and NARWC. 

o Complete 
• Industrial Economics will obtain effort only data from B. Kenney and share with 

work group. 
o Complete (Monthly Survey Effort Presentation) 

• The work group agreed to use the NARWC data as the layer for the SPUE data in 
the model as long as it is confirmed that the NEFSC data is included in the 
NARWC database.  

o Complete (NARWC SPUE data Presentation) 
• The work group will focus on choosing management areas based on viewing the 

humpback whale and right whale layer separately and then combined.  The fin 
whale layer will be used as an overlay to make sure the areas chosen don’t 
inadvertently affect fin whales. 

o Complete (NARWC SPUE data Presentation) 
 

 
VL/Gear Characterization Data 

• NMFS will monitor how the shift to sectors affects fishing effort. 
o Agreed.  

• After management areas are chosen, available data on latent effort and 
recreational fishing in these areas will be described in the NEPA analysis and 
monitored as part of future monitoring plans.  

o Agreed. 
• Industrial Economics will provide the full team with updated documentation on 

the caveats, limitations, and assumptions of the gear characterization.  
o New Vertical Line maps complete (Number of Vertical Line Presentation) 
o Documentation will be provided at the fall 2011 full TRT meeting. 

• E. Burke will provide Industrial Economics with MA buoy line data for 
incorporation into the model. 

o Progress made. (Comparison of MA Buoy Line Estimates Presentation) 
 
Co-Occurrence Data 

• Industrial Economics will continue to input fishery effort data as it becomes 
available.  

o Agreed. 
• Industrial Economics will have a map of the change in fishing effort available for 

the full TRT meeting in Fall 2011.  
o Agreed. 

• NMFS will update the entanglement layer to indicate where anchored 
entanglements occurred.  

o Identified anchored entanglements. To be shared at 3/9/2011 meeting. 



• Industrial Economics will create maps displaying co-occurrence for right whales, 
humpback whales, and combined month by month and for a yearly average.  

o Complete (Co-occurrence of VL and NARWC SPUE Presentation) 
• Industrial Economics will create maps displaying humpback whales by seasons 

(Jan-Mar/Apr-Jun/Jul-Sept/Oct-Dec).  
o Complete (Co-occurrence of VL and NARWC SPUE Presentation) 

• S. Kraus will propose possible seasons for right whales 
o Kraus needs to propose seasons. IEc produced maps based on humpback

seasons. 
 

• The question of replacing “0”s with “1”s for SPUE in the co-occurrence layer is 
tabled. 

o Discussion/Decision needed. The new IEc maps include data within the 
ALWTRP exemption line.  

• J. Robbins, S. Kraus, and B. Kenney will think of a parallel means to evaluate 
SPUE data shoreward of the exemption line. 

o Discussion/Decision needed. The new IEc maps include data within the 
ALWTRP exemption line.  

 


