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US/CA Resource Sharing
Understanding

e EGB cod, EGB haddock, GB yellowtail flounder
* Management strategy:

“...maintain a low to neutral risk of exceeding the
fishing mortality limit reference. When stock
conditions are poor, fishing mortality rates should
be further reduced to promote rebuilding.”

 Transboundary Management Guidance
Committee (TMGC)

— 1 government, 1 scientist, 4 industry




FY 2012 Catch(1)
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 Recent declines in weights at age

 Truncated age structure

e Poor recruitment, including the lowest
on record



FY 2012 Catch (2)

e SSC recommends 1,150 mt ABC

“This ABC ...is consistent with the TMGC
negotiated catch quota (which should be less
than or equal to the ABC recommended by the

SSC) of 950 (sic) mt.”
e Council rejects TMGC recommendation

e TMGC reconvenes and agrees on 1,150 mt
e US share:



Groundfish and Scallop Sub-ACLs

 A16 created scallop fishery sub-ACL for GB
and SNE/MA vyellowtail flounder

“The specific value for a scallop fishery ACL is
not specified because this will be determined as
part of the biennial adjustment process.”



Framework 44 — FY 2010

e Allocation based on estimate of scallop fishery
catch of YTF if scallop yield harvested:

— Past catch:kept ratio

— Adjusted for projected changes in scallop and
vellowtail biomass

— Multiplied by expected scallop harvest

e For 2011 and 2012, allocation was 90 percent
of amount expected to be caught




FW 44 Estimate
Expected to Scallop  Scallop Sub- Actual

Year be Caught Fishery ABC ACL Catch
2010 110 110 110 17.6
2011 226 203 197 98

2012 353 318 307



FY 2012 Allocations

e Commercial Groundfish sub-ACL: 217.7
— FY 2011 catch: 982.6 mt (ACL 1,142 mt)

e Scallop fishery sub-ACL: 307.5
— FY 2011 catch: 97.8 mt (ACL 197 mt)

— Note: FY 2012 allocates more scallop trips to GB
access areas than in FY 2011



Key Management Components (1)

e Groundfish: Sectors cannot fish in GB

vellowtail flounder stock area without GB YTF
ACE

— Gear specific
— Option to explain how YTF will not be caught

e Scallops: Exceeding sub-ACL may reduce
access in following year

e Exceeding US quota results in a payback next
vear that immediately reduces sector
allocations



Key Management Components(2)

e No cap on YTF caught in access areas

e If scallop fishery is not expected to catch sub-
ACL, by January 15 NMEFS can re-estimate
expected catch and modify sub-ACLs

e Scallop AM is only triggered if either:

— Scallop sub-ACL exceeded and overall ACL
exceeded

— Scallop catch is 150 pct or more of sub-ACL



GB YT AM Area
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Scallop YT AM Schedule

New Framework 23 Georges Bank AM closure schedule for years when CA2 is OPEN

Overage LA Closure

3% or less Oct-Nov

3.1-14% Sept-Nov

14.1-16% Sept-Jan

16.1-39% Aug-Jan

39.1-56% Jul-Jan

Greater than 56% Mar-Feb

New Framework 23 Georges Bank AM closure schedule for years when CA2 is CLOSED

Overage LA Closure

1.9% or less Sept-Nov

2.0-2.9% Aug-Jan

3.0-3.9% Mar, and Aug-Feb

4.0-49% Mar, and Jul-Feb

5.0 -5.9% Mar-May, and Jul-Feb

6.0% or greater Mar-Feb




Key Management Components(3)

e Authority for in-season changes to groundfish
regulations in US/CA area

e Sector exemptions to facilitate targeting other
stocks

— Gear changes in US/CA area
— Minimum mesh size



Scallop Fishery Bycatch Measures

* Management program

— Effort reductions

— Area management system
e Gear

— Ring size

— Twine tops
 Ongoing Research

— Seasonal bycatch study
— Further gear mods



Questions?



