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The Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team

Under the 1994 amendments to the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisher-
ies Service) is required to establish and convene take reduction teams to develop and implement take reduction plans for reducing the
levels of mortality and serious injury of strategic stocks of marine mammals in Category | and Il fisheries (i.e., those with frequent or
occasional mortality and serious injury of marine mammals). Pursuant to Section 118 of the MMPA, NOAA Fisheries Service is
required to assemble a take reduction team composed of representatives from the fishing industry, fishery management councils,
state and Federal resource management agencies, the scientific community, and conservation organizations. In general, the purpose
of the take reduction team is to provide recommendations and assist NOAA Fisheries Service in developing management measures for
including in a take reduction plan. After a plan is implemented, the take reduction team provides NOAA Fisheries Service with recom-
mendations on implementation activities, feedback on the effectiveness of current management measures, and strategies for modi-
fying the plan as necessary.

The Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team (ALWTRT) was initially established in 1996 to discuss large whale interactions with the
Northeast sink gillnet fishery, the Northeast/Mid-Atlantic American lobster trap/pot fishery, the U.S. Mid-Atlantic coastal gillnet fish-
ery, and the Southeastern U.S. Atlantic shark gillnet fishery. The Southeast Atlantic coastal gillnet fishery, as well as the Atlantic mixed
species trap/pot (e.g., hagfish, Jonah crab, red crab, shrimp, black sea bass, and conch/whelk) fisheries, were recently added to the
ALWTRT process.

The Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan

With the help of the ALWTRT, NOAA Fisheries Service developed the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan (ALWTRP) to reduce the
level of serious injury and mortality of three strategic stocks of large whales (North Atlantic right, humpback, and fin) in commercial
gillnet and trap/pot fisheries. The measures identified in the ALWTRP were also intended to benefit minke whales, which are not
designated as a strategic stock, but are known to be taken incidentally in gillnet and trap/pot fisheries. In general, the ALWTRP
consists of a combination of regulatory and non-regulatory programs, including broad gear modifications, time-area closures, ex-
panded disentanglement efforts, extensive outreach efforts in key areas, gear research, and an expanded right whale surveillance
program to supplement the Mandatory Ship Reporting System.



BACKGROUND

Since its implementation in 1997, the ALWTRP has been modified on several occasions to address the serious injury and mortality of
large whales in gillnet and lobster trap/pot gear. Recent amendments to the ALWTRP have included restrictions to the Southeast
Atlantic gillnet fishery (67 FR 59471, September 23, 2002; 68 FR 19464, April 21, 2003), as well as additional gear modifications for
ALWTRP lobster trap/pot gear in particular management areas and changes to the lobster trap/pot and gilinet take reduction technol-
ogy lists (67 FR 1300, January 10, 2002; 67 FR 15493, April 2, 2002). In addition, a Seasonal Area Management (SAM) program was
implemented (67 FR 1142, January 9, 2002; 67 FR 65722, October 28, 2002), which identified two management areas based on
annual predictable aggregations of right whales, and required gear modifications for lobster trap/pot and anchored gillnet gear in
these areas on a seasonal basis. A Dynamic Area Management (DAM) program (67 FR 1133, January 9, 2002; 67 FR 65722, October
28, 2002) was also implemented to protect unexpected aggregations of right whales that met an appropriate trigger by temporarily
restricting lobster trap/pot and anchored gillnet fishing in a designated DAM area. Subsequent to the introduction of the DAM pro-
gram, gear modifications determined to sufficiently reduce the risk of entanglement to right whales and, therefore, deemed accept-
able for fishing in DAM zones were implemented (68 FR 10195, March 4, 2003; 68 FR 51195, August 26, 2003).

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Proposed Rule

In response to the continued serious injury and mortality of large whales from entanglement in commercial fishing gear since the
2002 ALWTRP rules became effective, NOAA Fisheries Service determined that additional modifications to the ALWTRP were war-
ranted. Therefore, NOAA Fisheries Service reconvened the ALWTRT in 2003 to help evaluate the ALWTRP and discuss additional
modifications necessary to meet the goals of the MMPA and Endangered Species Act (ESA). Particular emphasis was placed on those

options designed to reduce the potential for entanglements and minimize adverse impacts if entanglements occur.

On June 30, 2003, NOAA Fisheries Service published a Notice of Intent (NOI) in the Federal Registerto announce the agency’s intent
to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), which would analyze the impacts of alternatives for amending the ALWTRP (68
FR 38676). The NOI announced that NOAA Fisheries Service would hold six public scoping meetings along the east coast to solicit
comments on the range of issues to be considered during the preparation of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. Proposals
developed by the ALWTRT were used to develop an issues and options document, which was made available to the public during the
DEIS scoping process. NOAA Fisheries Service then used the public input provided through the scoping process to develop alterna-
tives for amending the ALWTRP.
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Overview of Alternatives

Under Alternative 1, NOAA Fisheries Service would maintain the status quo or no action, i.e., the baseline set of ALWTRP requirements
currently in place. Alternatives 2 through 6 would modify the ALWTRP in a number of ways and, unless otherwise noted, the requirements
discussed under each alternative would become effective six months after publication of the final rule. Among other measures,
Alternatives 2 through 6 would expand the ALWTRP regulations to a number of trap/pot fisheries (e.g. black sea bass, scup, conch/
whelk, shrimp, red crab, hagfish, and Jonah crab), and expand the exempted areas and requirements for gear marking. The seasonal
periods when gear modifications would be required differ for Alternatives 2 through 4: Alternative 2 would be year-round along the
coast; Alternative 3 would be year-round in the Northeast and seasonal in the Mid-Atlantic and Southeast; Alternative 4 would be year-
round in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic and seasonal in the Southeast. Some of the broad-based gear modifications for Alternatives
2 through 4 would include: 1) weak links on all flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy line; 2) by 2008, all groundline
associated with trap/pot or gillnet gear (excluding shark or drift gilinets) would need to be sinking and/or neutrally buoyant; and 3)
both Seasonal Area Management (SAM) and Dynamic Area Management (DAM) requirements would be eliminated in 2008. Alternative
5 would expand the seasonal and geographic provisions of the existing SAM program and modify the SAM gear modification requirements,
which differ from the alternatives described above; however, the seasonal periods would be similar to Alternative 3. For Alternative 5,
the DAM program would be eliminated when the SAM provisions expand and broad-based gear requirements would not be expanded
coastwide. Alternative 6 would combine elements of Alternatives 3 and 5. For example, the broad-based gear requirements would be
introduced on the same schedule and with the same seasonal and geographic provisions as described under Alternative 3; however,
DAM requirements would be eliminated six months after publication of the rule (rather than in 2008), and the expanded SAM areas
from Alternative 5 would apply until 2008 when the sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline requirement becomes effective.
NOAA Fisheries Service has identified Alternatives 3 and 6 as Preferred Alternatives. Further details on each of the Alternatives are
provided on pages 8-40.

Public Comment Period

NOAA Fisheries Service has published a Notice of Availability (NOA) in the Federal Registerannouncing the issuance of a Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement (DEIS) that analyzes the impacts of the proposed amendments to the regulations implementing the ALWTRP
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on the human environment (i.e., biological, social, and economic factors). After the publication of the NOA, NOAA Fisheries Service will
publish another notice in the Federal Register announcing the dates and location of several public hearings to be held during the
public comment period. NOAA Fisheries Service will also be publishing a proposed rule in the Federal Register, which will discuss how
modifications to the ALWTRP will be implemented. Once published, the public will be provided with an opportunity to comment on the
proposed measures as well.

NOAA Fisheries Service developed six alternatives, including a “No Action” or status quo alternative, to modify the ALWTRP. A sum-
mary of each alternative is provided in this outreach supplement, and all six of these alternatives are described and analyzed in detail
in the DEIS. Although NOAA Fisheries Service has identified two Preferred Alternatives for amending the ALWTRP out of the six
considered, the agency is soliciting comments from the public on all six of the alternatives. After considering comments received on
the DEIS and proposed rule, NOAA Fisheries Service will identify an alternative as preferred in the Final EIS for implementation in a
final rule.

Process for Submitting Comments

Written comments on the DEIS should be sent to Mary Colligan, Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Region, 1 Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA 01930 before the end of the 80-day public comment
period. Comments may also be submitted by fax to (978) 281-9394 or e-mail using the following e-mail address:
whaledeis.comments@noaa.gov. All e-mail or fax comments on the DEIS must also be received no later than 80 days after the date
the NOA is published. For more specific information on where, when, and how to submit comments on the DEIS, please contact Diane
Borggaard at (978) 281-9300 ext. 6503 or via email at diane.borggaard@noaa.gov. NOAA Fisheries Service will also accept public
comments on the DEIS at the public hearings identified in the Federal Register notice. Please see the proposed rule, when published,
for further information, including where to send comments and whom to contact for additional information. A separate e-mail address
for comments on the proposed rule will also be provided in the Federal Register. For more information on the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) process, please see the following outreach supplement: “NEPA Information Guide.” Information on the DEIS and
proposed rule can be found at http://www.nero.noaa.gov/whaletrp/.

-
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NEPA and Regulatory Process Timeline for ALWTRP Action

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is a “process-forcing” statute (left-hand column in diagram on page 7). To comply with
NEPA, Federal agencies must prepare a detailed statement on the environmental impacts of any major Federal action significantly
affecting the quality of the human environment. Implementation of proposed modifications to the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction
Plan (ALWTRP) was determined to require the preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS), including the required public
comment periods, to assess the impacts of the regulations on the human environment (ie., biological, social, and economic). The
Record of Decision (ROD) is the final step under NEPA. The NEPA process occurs concurrently with the preparation and drafting of the
regulatory text (i.e., proposed and final rules). Note: The duration of the comment periods identified on page 7 are the minimum
required by the regulations implementing NEPA.

The regulatory, or rule-making, process is governed by the Administrative Procedure Act (APA) (right-hand column in diagram on page
7), which is a “process-forcing” statute enacted by Congress to impose a uniform procedure for rulemaking applicable to all Federal
agencies. The proposed and final rules are written to reflect the preferred alternative(s) assessed in the EIS. The proposed rule
includes the preamble, which is an explanation of the proposed regulations, and the draft regulatory text. The final rule includes the
preamble, which is an explanation of the final regulations and any changes to the regulations from the proposed rule, and the final
regulatory text that will become regulation (i.e., enforceable by law) on the effective date. The regulatory process occurs in conjunction
with the NEPA process (e.g., preparation of the EIS). Please note that the public is able to comment on the proposed rule separately
and in addition to the NEPA document. Following the termination of the NEPA process by the Notice of Availability of the Record of
Decision, the final rule is published. In accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, a final rule typically becomes effective a
minimum of 30 days after its publication in the Federal Register. Note: The duration of the comment period identified on page 7 is the
minimum required by the APA. Furthermore, there are additional statutes and Executive Orders with which Federal agencies must
comply during rulemaking that are not illustrated in this diagram because of its focus on NEPA and the APA.
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Issue Notice of Intent - June 30, 2003
|
> 30-day public comment period begins

Scoping public hearings conducted - July 2003

Public comments compiled. Draft EIS written and agency response to public X
comments incorporated. Internal agency review and clearance of Draft EIS. Publish Proposed Rule

Issue Draft EIS - February 25, 2005
I Public comment period begins

2 45-day public comment period begins |

(ALWTRP DEIS has a 80-day public comment period) Public comments compiled and agency response to public comments written.

Revisions to document incorporated. Internal agency review
and clearance of Final Rule.

Public hearings conducted

Public comments compiled and agency response to public comments written.
Revisions to document incorporated. Internal agency review
and clearance of Final EIS.

Issue Final EIS

2 30-day public comment period begins — Publish Final Rule
[

Public comments compiled and considered by agency in record of decision. Internal
agency review and clearance of Record of Decision. 30-day delay until effective date

Record of Decision Signed
|

Notice of Availability for ROD Final Rule Effective
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SUMMARY OF GILLNET MEASURES

(FOR SUMMARY OF TRAP/POT MEASURES, SEE PAGE 11)

Boundarles and Seasons:
Requirements year-round in Other Northeast Gillnet
Waters, Stellwagen Bank/Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area,
and Cape Cod Bay and Great South Channel Critical
Habitat Areas (seasonal closures in Cape Cod Bay and
Great South Channel Critical Habitat Areas)
Requirements in place from Dec. 1 - March 31 in Mid-
Atlantic Coastal Waters Area
Requirements in place from Nov. 15 - March 31 for
Southeast U.S. Restricted Area and Southeast U.S.
Observer Area

All Gillnet Fisheries:
Exempted Areas

Other Northeast Gillnet Waters, Stellwagen Bank/Jeffreys
Ledge Restricted Area, Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area
(May 16-Dec. 31), Great South Channel Restricted Gillnet
Area (July 1-March 31), and Great South Channel Sliver
Restricted Area:
Anchored Gillnets:
Universal gear requirements
All buoys attached to the main buoy line with a weak
link having a maximum breaking strength of 1,100
b
All net panels required to contain at least one 1,100
Ib weak link in the center of the floatline
Anchored gillnet strings of 20 or fewer net panels
must be anchored either with the holding power of
at least a 22-Ib Danforth-style anchor at each end
of the net string, at least 50 Ib of dead weight at
each end of net string, or with a lead line weighing
at least 100 Ib per 300 feet for each net panel in
the net string
Portions of Other Northeast Gillnet Waters and
Stellwagen Bank/Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area subject
to SAM program

Subject to DAM program (Great South Channel Restricted
Gillnet and Sliver Areas subject to DAM program from
July 1-March 31 only)

Buoy lines marked with 4" mark midway in the water
column

Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (Jan. 1 - May 15):
i Area closed to anchored gillnet gear

Great South Channel Restricted Gillnet Area
(April 1 - June 30):
" Area closed to anchored gillnet gear

Mid-Atlantic Gilinet Waters:

Anchored Gillnets (includes those weighted to the bottom

of the sea):

. Universal gear requirements
All buoys attached to the main buoy line with a weak
link having a maximum breaking strength of 1,100
b
All net panels required to have a weak link with a
maximum breaking strength of 1,100 Ib in the
center of the floatline of each 50 fathom net panel
in a net string or every 25 fathoms for longer panels
Gillnets that do not return to port with the vessel
must be anchored with the holding power of at least
a 22-Ib Danforth-style anchor at each end of the
net string
Subject to DAM program (North of 40° N latitude)

Drlft Gillnets:
No drift gillnet gear fished at night, unless gear is
tended (i.e. attached to the vessel)
All drift gilinet gear must be removed from the water
and stowed on board before returning to port

Southeast U.S. Restricted Area (Nov. 15 - March 31):
Southeast Atlantic Gillnet Fishery:
No straight sets of gillnets at night
Southeastern U.S Atlantic Shark Gillnet Fishery:
Closed to shark gillnet gear
Fishing with strikenet gear allowed only if:

ALWTRP

- No nets set at night or when visibility is less than
500 yards

- Each set is made under the observation of a
spotter plane

- No net is set within 3 nautical miles of a right,
humpback, or fin whale

- Gear is removed immediately if a right, humpback,
or fin whale moves within 3 nautical miles of the
set gear

Comply with requirements in the Southeast U.S.
Observer area

Southeast U.S. Observer Area (Nov. 15 - March 31):

" Southeastern U.S Atlantic Shark Gillnet Fishery:
Net panels and buoy lines marked
Vessel operator must make arrangements to carry
a NMFS observer not less than 48 hours prior to
departure

Note: This document is intended to be an overview of the ALWTRP DEIS Alternatives and is not a substitute for the ALWTRP DEIS or Proposed Rule.
Please see these documents for additional requirements and information.
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All Areas Are Year-round
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SUMMARY OF TRAP/POT MEASURES

(FOR SUMMARY OF GILLNET MEASURES, SEE PAGE 9)

Boundaries and Seasons:
Requirements are year-round (seasonal closures in Cape
Cod Bay and Great South Channel Critical Habitat Areas)

All Lobster Trap/Pot Fisheries:
Exempted Areas

Northern Inshore State Lobster Waters Area:
Universal gear requirements
Pots/traps in compliance with one option from the
Lobster Take Reduction Technology List
Subject to SAM and DAM programs

Northern Nearshore Lobster Waters Area, Stellwagen
Bank/Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area and Cape Cod Bay
Restrlcted Area (Federal Waters: May 16 - Dec. 31):
Universal gear requirements
Buoy lines marked with 4" mark midway in the water
column
All buoy lines attached to the main buoy with a weak link
having a maximum breaking strength of 600 lbs
Multiple traps only (no single traps allowed); Trawls with
five or fewer traps can have only one buoy line
All areas subject to DAM program and portions of
Northern Nearshore Lobster Waters Area and Stellwagen
Bank/Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area subject to SAM
program

Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area
(State Waters: May 16 - Dec. 31):
Universal gear requirements
Traps/pots in compliance with one option from the
Lobster Take Reduction Technology List
Subject to DAM program

Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area

(State and Federal Waters: Jan. 1 - May 15):
Universal gear requirements
Buoy lines marked with 4" mark midway in the water
column
All buoy lines attached to the main buoy with a weak link
having a maximum breaking strength of 500 lbs
Traps must be set in either a two-trap string or in trawls
of four or more traps; A two-trap string cannot have more
than one buoy line
All buoy lines must be made of sinking line except for
the bottom third of the line, which may be floating line
All groundlines must be made entirely of sinking line

Great South Channel Restricted Lobster Area:

April 1 to June 30
Area closed to lobster trap/pot gear

July 1 to March 31
Universal gear requirements
Buoy lines marked with 4" mark midway in the water
column
All buoy lines attached to the main buoy with a weak
link having a maximum breaking strength of 2,000
Ibs
Subject to DAM program

Offshore Lobster Waters Area:
Universal gear requirements
Buoy lines marked with 4" mark midway in the water
column
All buoy lines attached to the main buoy with a weak link
having a maximum breaking strength of 2,000 Ibs
Subject to SAM and DAM programs

Southern Nearshore Lobster Waters Area:
Universal gear requirements
Buoy lines marked with 4" mark midway in the water
column
All buoy lines attached to the main buoy with a weak link
having a maximum breaking strength of 600 lbs
Subject to DAM program (North of 40°00’ N latitude)

ALWTRP

T

o~
>
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Note: This document is intended to be an overview of the ALWTRP DEIS Alternatives and is not a substitute for the ALWTRP DEIS or Proposed Rule.

Please see these documents for additional requirements and information.
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SUMMARY OF GILLNET MEASURES

(FOR SUMMARY OF TRAP/POT MEASURES, SEE PAGE 15)

Boundaries and Seasons:

" Requirements year-round in all areas out to the EEZ

(seasonal closures in Cape Cod Bay and Great South
Channel Critical Habitat Areas)
More restrictive requirements in place from Nov. 15-April
15 between the SC/GA border and 29°00’N latitude for
the Southeast Atlantic gillnet and Southeastern U.S.
Atlantic shark gillnet fisheries; and from Dec. 1-March
31 from 29°00’'N latitude south to 27 °51'N latitude for
the Southeast Atlantic gillnet fishery, and to 26°46.5'N
latitude for the Southeastern U.S. Atlantic shark gillnet
fishery

All Gillnet Fisheries:

- Gear requirements (e.g. Universal requirements) in
Status Quo Alternative unless otherwise modified or
further restricted as indicated below
ALWTRP regulatory language changes
Gear marking: surface buoys and expanded buoy line
requirements (e.g., one 4-inch colored mark every 10
fathoms)

Expanded exempted areas, including exemption from
groundline requirement in waters deeper than 280
fathoms

All Gillnet Fisheries (except drift gillnet and Southeastern

U.S. Atlantic shark gillnet):

- All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 1,100 Ibs
Sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required by
2008

Other Northeast Gillnet Waters, Stellwagen Bank/Jeffreys

Ledge Restricted Area, Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area

(May 16-Dec. 31), Great South Channel Restricted Area

(July 1-March 31), and Great South Channel Sliver

Restricted Area:

Anchored Gillnets:

Fold “Northeast anchored float gillnet fishery”
under the ALWTRP and regulate similar to ALWTRP
anchored gillnet gear
All gilinets, regardless of number of net panels,
required to be anchored with the holding power of
at least a 22-b Danforth-style anchor at each end
of the net string (must be a burying anchor; no dead
weights)
Five or more weak links per net panel, depending
on panel length, having a maximum breaking
strength of 1,100 Ibs
SAM and DAM programs replaced in 2008 when
sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline
required

Drift Gillnets:
Fold “Northeast drift gillnet fishery” under the
ALWTRP and regulate similar to ALWTRP drift gillnet
gear; Additionally, when drift gillnet gear is fished
at night, all net panels must contain a floatline
weak link with a maximum breaking strength of
1,100 Ibs every 25 fathoms

Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (Jan. 1-May 15):

Area closed to drift gillnet gear (Note: Anchored gillnet
closure remains in effect; See Status Quo Alternative)

Great South Channel Restricted Gillnet Area

(April 1 - June 30):

Area closed to drift gillnet gear (Note: Anchored gillnet
closure remains in effect; See Status Quo Alternative)

Mid/South Atlantic Gillnet Waters:

- Incorporate waters between 72°30’W longitude and the
EEZ south of the VA/NC border into currently regulated
Mid-Atlantic Gillnet Waters area, and extend south to the
SC/GA border and out to the EEZ; Designate entire area
as “Mid/South Atlantic Gillnet Waters”

Anchored Gillnets (includes those weighted to the bottom
of the sea):
DAM program replaced (North of 40°N latitude) in
2008 when sinking and/or neutrally buoyant
groundline required
All net panels required to have a weak link with a
maximum breaking strength of 1,100 Ibs in the

center of each net panel up to and including 50
fathoms, or every 25 fathoms for longer panels
Gillnets that do not return to port with the vessel
must contain five or more weak links per net panel,
depending on panel length, with a maximum
breaking strength of 1,100 Ibs, and be anchored
with the holding power of at least a 22-Ib Danforth-
style anchor at each end of the net string (must be
a burying anchor; no dead weights)
Drift Gillnets:
When drift gillnet gear is fished at night, all net
panels must contain a floatline weak link with a
maximum breaking strength of 1,100 Ibs every 25
fathoms
Other Southeast Gillnet Waters:
- Management area for the Southeast Atlantic gillnet
fishery (south of the SC/GA border)
Designate waters from the SC/GA border south to
27°51’N and out to the EEZ as “Other Southeast Gillnet
Waters” (eliminate reference to “Southeast U.S.
Restricted Area”)
Current straight set restrictions in Boundaries and
Seasons described (in second bullet) above
Year-round gear requirements similar to current and
proposed requirements for anchored gillnets in Mid/
South Atlantic Gillnet Waters
Northern Monitoring and Restricted Area, and Southern
Monitoring Area:
- Management areas for the Southeastern U.S. Atlantic
shark gillnet fishery only
Remove 80°00’'W longitude boundary line for Southeast
U.S. Observer & Restricted Areas and extend
requirements out to the EEZ
Change terminology of “Southeast U.S. Restricted Area”
to “Northern Monitoring & Restricted Area,” and
“Southeast U.S. Observer Area,” not included in
“Restricted Area,” to “Southern Monitoring Area”
Allow Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) to be used in lieu
of 100% observer coverage
Year-round requirement that gear be removed from water
if a right, humpback, or fin whale is sighted within 3
nautical miles of set gear

Note: This document is intended to be an overview of the ALWTRP DEIS Alternatives and is not a substitute for the ALWTRP DEIS or Proposed Rule.
Please see these documents for additional requirements and information.
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A
SUMMARY OF TRAP/POT MEASURES - All buoy lines must be made of sinking and/or neutrally = Other Trap/Pot Fisheries (crab (red, rock, Jonah, blue), 4 f {1
(FOR SUMMARY OF GILLNET MEASURES, SEE PAGE 13) buoyant line except for the bottom third of the line, which | hagfish, finfish (black seabass, scup, tautog, cod, E AN
may be floating line haddock, pollack, redfish (ocean perch), and white hake), 4
Boundaries and Seasons: - All groundlines must be made entirely of sinking and/or | conch/whelk, and shrimp):
Requirements year-round in all areas out to the EEZ neutrally buoyant line " Fold under ALWTRP regulations using current/proposed
(seasonal closures in Cape Cod Bay and Great South ALWTRP Trap/Pot Management Area boundaries and y
Channel Critical Habitat Areas) Great South Channel Restricted Trap/Pot Area associated requirements (e.g., Critical Habitat Area i
(July 1- March 31): restrictions) (ot . -
All Trap/Pot Fisheries: " All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy Subject to SAM and DAM programs until replaced in 2008 i 1
" Gear requirements (e.g. Universal requirements) listed line with a weak link having a maximum breaking when sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline
in Status Quo Alternative unless otherwise modified or strength of 1,500 Ibs in areas that overlap with the required
further restricted as indicated below Lobster Management Area (LMA) 2/3 Overlap and LMA Red crab only: All flotation and/or weighted devices
Sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required by 3 attached to the buoy line with a weak link having a . ~—
2008 All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy maximum breaking strength of 2,000 Ibs e
Gear marking: surface buoys and expanded buoy line line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
requirements (e.g., one 4-inch colored mark every 10 strength of 600 Ibs in areas that overlap with LMA 2 and
fathoms) the Outer Cape LMA
Expanded exempted areas, including exemption from SAM and DAM programs replaced in 2008 when sinking -
groundline requirement in waters deeper than 280 and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required j-" -
fathoms S -
ALWTRP regulatory language changes Offshore Trap/Pot Waters: e
- All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy ;
Northern Inshore State and Northern Nearshore Trap/Pot line with a weak link having a maximum breaking -‘:’j-
Waters, Stellwagen Bank/Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area, strength of 1,500 Ibs
and Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (State and Federal Extend southern boundary by following the 100 fathom
Waters: May 16 - Dec. 31): line from 35°30'N latitude south to 27 °51’N latitude
: Eliminate Lobster Take Reduction Technology List and extend out to the EEZ N
(Northern Inshore State Trap/Pot Waters and State SAM and DAM programs replaced in 2008 when sinking o
waters of Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (May 16-Dec. and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required
31))
Trawls of four or fewer traps allowed only one buoy line | Southern Nearshore Trap/Pot Waters: P
(Northern Nearshore Trap/Pot Waters, Stellwagen Bank/ - Implement requirements similar to Southern Nearshore -
Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area, and Federal waters of Trap/Pot Waters in the portion of Lobster Management
Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (May 16-Dec. 31)) Area 6 that is currently neither exempted nor regulated - Ly
All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy under the ALWTRP (i.e., mouth of Long Island Sound) -
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking Extend southern boundary by following the 100 fathom
strength of 600 Ibs line from 35°30'N latitude south to 27°51'N latitude
SAM and DAM programs replaced in 2008 when sinking and then extend inshore to coast or exempted areas
and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area strength of 600 Ibs
(State and Fe.deral Waters; Jan. 1-.May 15): DAM program replaced (North of 40°00’N latitude) in
A" flota_tlon and/or w_elghted ‘_’e"'ces atta_ched tothe bL_Joy 2008 when sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking required

strength of 500 Ibs

Note: This document is intended to be an overview of the ALWTRP DEIS Alternatives and is not a substitute for the ALWTRP DEIS or Proposed Rule.

Please see these documents for additional requirements and information.
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ALWTRP

0
SUMMARY OF GILLNEI' MEASURES Fold “Northeast anchored float gillnet fishery” All net panels required to have a weak link with a §! {1
(FOR SUMMARY OF TRAP/POT MEASURES, SEE PAGE 19) under the ALWTRP and regulate similar to ALWTRP maximum breaking strength of 1,100 Ibs in the * F\."
anchored gillnet gear center of each net panel up to and including 50 ’
Boundaries and Seasons: All gilinets, regardless of number of net panels, fathoms, or every 25 fathoms for longer panels ” '
- Requirements year-round from ME south to a line drawn required to be anchored with the holding power of Gillnets that do not return to port with the vessel
from the CT/RI border south to 40°00’N latitude and at least a 22-b Danforth-style anchor at each end must contain five or more weak links per net panel, | .-‘f
east to the EEZ (seasonal closures in Cape Cod Bay and of the net string (must be a burying anchor; no dead depending on panel length, with a maximum FEVS" A £
Great South Channel Critical Habitat Areas) weights) breaking strength of 1,100 Ibs, and be anchored
Requirements from Sept. 1-May 31 from line from CT/RI Five or more weak links per net panel, depending with the holding power of at least a 22-Ib Danforth-
border south to 40°00’N latitude and east to the EEZ, on panel length, having a maximum breaking style anchor at each end of the net string (must be
south to the SC/GA border and out to the EEZ strength of 1,100 Ibs a burying anchor; no dead weights) : s
Requirements from Nov. 15-April 15 between the SC/ SAM and DAM programs replaced in 2008 when Drift Gillnets: =
GA border and 29°00’N latitude out to the EEZ sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline When drift gillnet gear is fished at night, all net
Requirements from Dec. 1-March 31 from 29°N latitude required panels must contain a floatline weak link with a
south to 27°51'N latitude out to the EEZ for the Drift Gillnets: maximum breaking strength of 1,100 Ibs every 25
Southeast Atlantic gillnet fishery, and to 26°46.5'N and Fold “Northeast drift gilinet fishery” under the fathoms , . ‘”
east to the EEZ for the Southeastern U.S. Atlantic shark ALWTRP and regulate similar to ALWTRP drift gillnet | Other Southeast Gillnet Waters: S -
gilinet fishery gear; Additionally, when drift gillnet gear is fished " Management area for the Southeast Atlantic gillnet e
All Gillnet Fisheries: at night, all net panels must contain a floatline fishery (south of the SC/GA border) ‘:;f"
- Gear requirements (e.g. Universal requirements) in weak link with a maximum breaking strength of Designate waters from the SC/GA border south to 4
Status Quo Alternative unless otherwise modified or 1,100 lbs every 25 fathoms 27°51’N and out to the EEZ as “Other Southeast Gillnet
further restricted as indicated below Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (Jan. 1-May 15): Waters” (eliminate reference to “Southeast U.S.
ALWTRP regulatory language changes Area closed to drift gilinet gear (Note: Anchored gilinet Restricted Area”) et <~
Gear marking: surface buoys and expanded buoy line closure remains in effect; See Status Quo Alternative) Current straight set restrictions in the Boundaries and .
requirements (e.g., one 4-inch colored mark every 10 | Great South Channel Restricted Gillnet Area Seasons described above
fathoms) (April 1 - June 30): Gear requirements similar to current and proposed
Expanded exempted areas, including exemption from Area closed to drift gillnet gear (Note: Anchored gillnet requirements for anchored gillnets in Mid/South g -
groundline requirement in waters deeper than 280 closure remains in effect; See Status Quo Alternative) Atlantic Gillnet Waters ’
fathoms Mid/South Atlantic Gillnet Waters: Northern Monitoring and Restricted Area and Southern - - T
All Gillnet Fisheries (except drift gillnet and Southeastern |~ Incorporate waters between 72°30'W longitude and the | Monitoring Area:
U.S. Atlantic shark gillnet): EEZ south of the VA/NC border into currently regulated | Management areas for the Southeastern U.S. Atlantic
" Allflotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy Mid-Atlantic Gillnet Waters area, and extend south to the shark gillnet fishery only
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking SC/GA border and out to the EEZ; Designate entire area Remove 80°00’'W longitude boundary line for Southeast
strength of 1,100 Ibs as “Mid/South Atlantic Gillnet Waters” U.S. Observer & Restricted Areas and extend
Sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required by Anchored Gillnet (includes those weighted to the bottom requirements out to the EEZ
2008 of the sea): Change terminology of “Southeast U.S. Restricted Area”
Other Northeast Gillnet Waters, Stellwagen Bank/Jeffreys DAM program replaced (North of 40°00'N latitude) to “Northern Monitoring & Restricted Area,” and
Ledge Restricted Area, Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area in 2008 when sinking and/or neutrally buoyant “Southeast U.S. Observer Area,” not included in
(May 16-Dec. 31), Great South Channel Restricted Area groundline required “Restricted Area,” to “Southern Monitoring Area”
(July 1-March 31), and Great South Channel Sliver Allow Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) to be used in lieu
Restricted Area: of 100% observer coverage
Anchored Gillnets:
Note: This document is intended to be an overview of the ALWTRP DEIS Alternatives and is not a substitute for the ALWTRP DEIS or Proposed Rule. 17

Please see these documents for additional requirements and information.
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ALWTRP

SUMMARY OF TRAP/POT MEASURES

(FOR SUMMARY OF GILLNET MEASURES, SEE PAGE 17)

Boundaries and Seasons:

" Requirements year-round from ME south to a line drawn
from the CT/RI border south to 40°00’N latitude and
east to the EEZ (seasonal closures in Cape Cod Bay and
Great South Channel Critical Habitat Areas)
Requirements from Sept. 1-May 31 from a line drawn
from the CT/RI border south to 40°00’N latitude and
east to the EEZ, south to the SC/GA border out to the
EEZ
Requirements from Nov. 15-April 15 between the SC/
GA border and 29°00’N latitude out to the EEZ
Requirements from Dec. 1-March 31 from 29°00’N
latitude south to 27 °51’'N latitude out to the EEZ

All Trap/Pot Fisheries:

" Gear requirements (e.g. Universal requirements) listed
in Status Quo Alternative unless otherwise modified or
further restricted as indicated below
Sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required by
2008
Gear marking: surface buoys and expanded buoy line
requirements (e.g., one 4-inch colored mark every 10
fathoms)

Expanded exempted areas, including exemption from
groundline requirement in waters deeper than 280
fathoms

ALWTRP regulatory language changes

Northern Inshore State and Northern Nearshore Trap/Pot
Waters, Stellwagen Bank/Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area,
and Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (State and Federal
Waters: May 16 - Dec. 31):

- Eliminate Lobster Take Reduction Technology List
(Northern Inshore State Trap/Pot Waters and State
waters of Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (May 16-Dec.
31))

Trawls of four or fewer traps allowed only one buoy line
(Northern Nearshore Trap/Pot Waters, Stellwagen Bank/
Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area, and Federal waters of
Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (May 16-Dec. 31))

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 600 Ibs

SAM and DAM programs replaced in 2008 when sinking
and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required

Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area
(State and Federal Waters: Jan. 1 - May 15):

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 500 Ibs

All buoy lines must be made of sinking and/or neutrally
buoyant line except for the bottom third of the line, which
may be floating line

All groundlines must be made entirely of sinking and/or
neutrally buoyant line

Great South Channel Restricted Trap/Pot Area
(July 1- March 31):

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 1,500 Ibs in areas that overlap with the
Lobster Management Area (LMA) 2/3 Overlap and LMA
3

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 600 Ibs in areas that overlap LMA 2 and the
QOuter Cape LMA

SAM and DAM programs replaced in 2008 when sinking
and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required

Offshore Trap/Pot Waters:

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 1,500 Ibs

Extend southern boundary by following the 100 fathom
line from 35°30’N latitude south to 27 °51’N latitude
and extend out to the EEZ

SAM and DAM programs replaced in 2008 when sinking
and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required

Southern Nearshore Trap/Pot Waters:

Implement requirements similar to Southern Nearshore
Trap/Pot Waters in the portion of Lobster Management
Area 6 currently neither exempted nor regulated under
the ALWTRP (i.e., mouth of Long Island Sound)

Extend southern boundary by following the 100 fathom
line from 35°30’N latitude south to 27°51'N latitude
and then extend inshore to coast or exempted areas

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 600 Ibs

DAM program replaced (North of 40°00’N latitude) in
2008 when sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline
required

Other Trap/Pot Fisheries (crab (red, rock, Jonah, blue),
hagfish, finfish (black seabass, scup, tautog, cod,
haddock, pollack, redfish (ocean perch), and white hake),
conch/whelk, and shrimp):

Fold under ALWTRP regulations using current/proposed
ALWTRP Trap/Pot Management Area boundaries and
associated requirements (e.g., Critical Habitat Area
restrictions)

Subject to SAM and DAM programs until replaced in 2008
when sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline
required

Red crab only: All flotation and/or weighted devices
attached to the buoy line with a weak link having a
maximum breaking strength of 2,000 Ibs

Note: This document is intended to be an overview of the ALWTRP DEIS Alternatives and is not a substitute for the ALWTRP DEIS or Proposed Rule.

Please see these documents for additional requirements and information.
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ALWTRP

SUMMARY OF GILLNET MEASURES

(FOR SUMMARY OF TRAP/POT MEASURES, SEE PAGE 23)

Boundaries and Seasons:

" Requirements year-round from ME south to the SC/GA
border and east to the EEZ (seasonal closures in Cape
Cod Bay and Great South Channel Critical Habitat Areas)
Requirements from Nov. 15-April 15 between the SC/GA
border and 29°00'N latitude out to the EEZ
Requirements from Dec. 1-March 31 from 29°00’N
latitude south to 27 °51'N latitude out to the EEZ for the
Southeast Atlantic gillnet fishery, and to 26°46.5'N and
east to the EEZ for the Southeastern U.S. Atlantic shark
gillnet fishery

All Gillnet Fisheries:

- Gear requirements (e.g. Universal requirements) in
Status Quo Alternative unless otherwise modified or
further restricted as indicated below
ALWTRP regulatory language changes
Gear marking: surface buoys and expanded buoy line
requirements (e.g., one 4-inch colored mark every 10
fathoms)

Expanded exempted areas, including exemption from
groundline requirement in waters deeper than 280
fathoms

All Gillnet Fisheries (except drift gillnet and Southeastern

U.S. Atlantic shark gillnet):

- All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 1,100 Ibs
Sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required by
2008

Other Northeast Gillnet Waters, Stellwagen Bank/Jeffreys

Ledge Restricted Area, Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area

(May 16-Dec. 31), Great South Channel Restricted Area

(July 1-March 31), and Great South Channel Sliver

Restricted Area:

Anchored Gillnets:
Fold “Northeast anchored float gillnet fishery”
under the ALWTRP and regulate similar to ALWTRP
anchored gillnet gear

All gilinets, regardless of number of net panels,
required to be anchored with the holding power of
at least a 22-Ib Danforth-style anchor at each end
of the net string (must be a burying anchor; no dead
weights)
Five or more weak links per net panel, depending
on panel length, having a maximum breaking
strength of 1,100 Ibs
SAM and DAM programs replaced in 2008 when
sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline
required

Drift Gillnets:
Fold “Northeast drift gillnet fishery” under the
ALWTRP and regulate similar to ALWTRP drift gillnet
gear; Additionally, when drift gillnet gear is fished
at night, all net panels must contain a floatline
weak link with a maximum breaking strength of
1,100 Ibs every 25 fathoms

Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (Jan. 1-May 15):

Area closed to drift gillnet gear (Note: Anchored gillnet
closure remains in effect; See Status Quo Alternative)

Great South Channel Restricted Gillnet Area

(April 1 - June 30):

Area closed to drift gillnet gear (Note: Anchored gillnet
closure remains in effect; See Status Quo Alternative)

Mid/South Atlantic Gillnet Waters:

" Incorporate waters between 72°30’W longitude and the
EEZ south of the VA/NC border into currently regulated
Mid-Atlantic Gillnet Waters area, and extend south to the
SC/GA border and out to the EEZ; Designate entire area
as “Mid/South Atlantic Gillnet Waters”

Anchored Gillnets (includes those weighted to the bottom
of the sea):
DAM program replaced (North of 40°00’N latitude)
in 2008 when sinking and/or neutrally buoyant
groundline required
All net panels required to have a weak link with a
maximum breaking strength of 1,100 Ibs in the
center of each net panel up to and including 50
fathoms, or every 25 fathoms for longer panels

Gillnets that do not return to port with the vessel
must contain five or more weak links per net panel,
depending on panel length, with a maximum
breaking strength of 1,100 Ibs, and be anchored
with the holding power of at least a 22-Ib Danforth-
style anchor at each end of the net string (must be
a burying anchor; no dead weights)
Drift Gillnets:
When drift gillnet gear is fished at night, all net
panels must contain a floatline weak link with a
maximum breaking strength of 1,100 Ibs every 25
fathoms
Other Southeast Gillnet Waters:
- Management area for the Southeast Atlantic gillnet
fishery (south of the SC/GA border)
Designate waters from the SC/GA border south to
27°51’N and out to the EEZ as “Other Southeast Gillnet
Waters” (eliminate reference to “Southeast U.S.
Restricted Area”)
Current straight set restrictions in the Boundaries and
Seasons described above
Gear requirements similar to current and proposed
requirements for anchored gillnets in Mid/South
Atlantic Gillnet Waters
Northern Monitoring and Restricted Area, and
Southern Monitoring Area:
- Management areas for the Southeastern U.S. Atlantic
shark gillnet fishery only
Remove 80°00’'W longitude boundary line for Southeast
U.S. Observer & Restricted Areas and extend
requirements out to the EEZ
Change terminology of “Southeast U.S. Restricted Area”
to “Northern Monitoring & Restricted Area,” and
“Southeast U.S. Observer Area,” not included in
“Restricted Area,” to “Southern Monitoring Area”
Allow Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) to be used in lieu
of 100% observer coverage

Note: This document is intended to be an overview of the ALWTRP DEIS Alternatives and is not a substitute for the ALWTRP DEIS or Proposed Rule.
Please see these documents for additional requirements and information.
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SUMMARY OF TRAP/POT MEASURES

(FOR SUMMARY OF GILLNET MEASURES, SEE PAGE 21)

Boundaries and Seasons:

" Requirements year-round from ME south to the SC/GA
border and east to the EEZ (seasonal closures in Cape
Cod Bay and Great South Channel Critical Habitat Areas)
Requirements from Nov. 15-April 15 between the SC/GA
border and 29°00'N latitude out to the EEZ
Requirements from Dec. 1-March 31 from 29°00’N
latitude south to 27 °51’'N latitude out to the EEZ

All Trap/Pot Fisheries:

" Gear requirements (e.g. Universal requirements) listed
in Status Quo Alternative unless otherwise modified or
further restricted as indicated below
Sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required by
2008
Gear marking: surface buoys and expanded buoy line
requirements (e.g., one 4-inch colored mark every 10
fathoms)

Expanded exempted areas, including exemption from
groundline requirement in waters deeper than 280
fathoms

ALWTRP regulatory language changes

Northern Inshore State and Northern Nearshore Trap/Pot
Waters, Stellwagen Bank/Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area,
and Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (State and Federal
Waters: May 16 - Dec. 31):

- Eliminate Lobster Take Reduction Technology List
(Northern Inshore State Trap/Pot Waters and State
waters of Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (May 16-Dec.
31))

Trawls of four or fewer traps allowed only one buoy line
(Northern Nearshore Trap/Pot Waters, Stellwagen Bank/
Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area, and Federal waters of
Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (May 16-Dec. 31))

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 600 Ibs

SAM and DAM programs replaced in 2008 when sinking
and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required

Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (State and Federal Waters:
Jan. 1 - May 15):

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 500 Ibs

All buoy lines must be made of sinking and/or neutrally
buoyant line except for the bottom third of the line, which
may be floating line

All groundlines must be made entirely of sinking and/or
neutrally buoyant line

Great South Channel Restricted Trap/Pot Area
(July 1- March 31):

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 1,500 Ibs in areas that overlap with the
Lobster Management Area (LMA) 2/3 Overlap and LMA
3

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 600 Ibs in areas that overlap LMA 2 and the
Outer Cape LMA

SAM and DAM programs replaced in 2008 when sinking
and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required

Offshore Trap/Pot Waters:

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 1,500 Ibs

Extend southern boundary by following the 100 fathom
line from 35°30’N latitude south to 27°51'N latitude
and extend out to the EEZ

SAM and DAM programs replaced in 2008 when sinking
and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required

Southern Nearshore Trap/Pot Waters:

Implement requirements similar to Southern Nearshore
Trap/Pot Waters in the portion of Lobster Management
Area 6 currently neither exempted nor regulated under
the ALWTRP (i.e., mouth of Long Island Sound)

Extend southern boundary by following the 100 fathom
line from 35°30’N latitude south to 27°51'N latitude
and then extend inshore to coast or exempted areas

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 600 Ibs

ALWTRP

DAM program replaced (North of 40°00’N latitude) in
2008 when sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline
required

Other Trap/Pot Fisheries (crab (red, rock, Jonah, blue),
hagfish, finfish (black seabass, scup, tautog, cod,
haddock, pollack, redfish (ocean perch), and white hake),
conch/whelk, and shrimp):

Fold under ALWTRP regulations using current/proposed
ALWTRP Trap/Pot Management Area boundaries and
associated requirements (e.g., Critical Habitat Area
restrictions)

Subject to SAM and DAM programs until replaced in 2008
when sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline
required

Red crab only: All flotation and/or weighted devices
attached to the buoy line with a weak link having a
maximum breaking strength of 2,000 Ibs

Note: This document is intended to be an overview of the ALWTRP DEIS Alternatives and is not a substitute for the ALWTRP DEIS or Proposed Rule.

Please see these documents for additional requirements and information.
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ALWTRP

SUMMARY OF GILLNET MEASURES

(FOR SUMMARY OF TRAP/POT MEASURES, SEE PAGE 27)

Boundaries and Seasons:

- Requirements year-round from ME south to a line drawn
from the CT/RI border south to 40°00’N latitude and
east to the EEZ (seasonal closures in Cape Cod Bay and
Great South Channel Critical Habitat Areas)
Requirements from Sept. 1-May 31 from line from CT/RI
border south to 40°00’N latitude and east to the EEZ,
south to the SC/GA border and out to the EEZ
Requirements from Nov. 15-April 15 between the SC/GA
border and 29°00'N latitude out to the EEZ
Requirements from Dec. 1-March 31 from 29°00’N
latitude south to 27 °51'N latitude out to the EEZ for the
Southeast Atlantic gillnet fishery, and to 26°46.5'N and
east to the EEZ for the Southeastern U.S. Atlantic shark
gillnet fishery

All Gillnet Fisheries:

- Gear requirements (e.g. Universal requirements) in
Status Quo Alternative unless otherwise modified or
further restricted as indicated below
ALWTRP regulatory language changes
Gear marking: surface buoys and expanded buoy line
requirements (e.g., one 4-inch colored mark every 10
fathoms)

Expanded exempted areas, including exemption from
groundline requirement in waters deeper than 280
fathoms

All Gillnet Fisheries (except drift gillnet and Southeastern
U.S. Atlantic shark gillnet):
All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 1,100 Ibs

Other Northeast Gillnet Waters, Stellwagen Bank/Jeffreys
Ledge Restricted Area, Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area

(May 16-Dec. 31), Great South Channel Restricted Area
(July 1-March 31), and Great South Channel Sliver
Restricted Area:
Anchored Gillnets:
Fold “Northeast anchored float gillnet fishery”
under the ALWTRP and regulate similar to ALWTRP
anchored gillnet gear
SAM areas expanded in time and space (except in
Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area)
Current SAM requirements with allowance for
a second buoy line; Buoy lines must be made
of sinking and/or neutrally buoyant line,
except the bottom third, which may be floating
line. For gilinet anchoring requirement - must
be burying anchor, no dead weights
DAM program eliminated with expansion of SAM
areas
Drift Gillnets:
Fold “Northeast drift gilinet fishery” under the
ALWTRP and regulate similar to ALWTRP drift gillnet
gear. Additionally, when drift gillnet gear is fished
at night, all net panels must contain a floatline
weak link with a maximum breaking strength of
1,100 Ibs every 25 fathoms

Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (Jan. 1-May 15):
Area closed to drift gillnet gear (Note: Anchored gillnet
closure remains in effect; See Status Quo Alternative)

Great South Channel Restricted Gillnet Area

(April 1 - June 30):
Area closed to drift gillnet gear (Note: Anchored gillnet
closure remains in effect; See Status Quo Alternative)

Mid/South Atlantic Gilinet Waters:

" Incorporate waters between 72°30'W longitude and the
EEZ south of the VA/NC border into currently regulated
Mid-Atlantic Gillnet Waters area, and extend south to the
SC/GA border and out to the EEZ; Designate entire area
as “Mid/South Atlantic Gillnet Waters”

Anchored Gillnets (includes those weighted to the bottom
of the sea):
DAM program eliminated (North of 40°00’'N
latitude) with expansion of SAM areas
All net panels required to have a weak link with a
maximum breaking strength of 1,100 Ibs in the
center of each net panel up to and including 50
fathoms, or every 25 fathoms for longer panels
Drift Gillnets:
When drift gillnet gear is fished at night, all net
panels must contain a floatline weak link with a
maximum breaking strength of 1,100 Ibs every 25
fathoms

Other Southeast Gillnet Waters:

- Management area for the Southeast Atlantic gillnet
fishery (south of the SC/GA border)
Designate waters from the SC/GA border south to
27°51’N and out to the EEZ as “Other Southeast Gillnet
Waters” (eliminate reference to “Southeast U.S.
Restricted Area”)
Current straight set restrictions in Boundaries and
Seasons described above
Gear requirements similar to current and proposed
requirements for anchored gillnets in Mid/South
Atlantic Gillnet Waters

Northern Monitoring and Restricted Area, and

Southern Monitoring Area:

- Management areas for the Southeastern U.S. Atlantic
shark gillnet fishery only
Remove 80°00'W longitude boundary line for Southeast
U.S. Observer & Restricted Areas and extend
requirements out to the EEZ
Change terminology of “Southeast U.S. Restricted Area”
to “Northern Monitoring & Restricted Area,” and
“Southeast U.S. Observer Area,” not included in
“Restricted Area,” to “Southern Monitoring Area”
Allow Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) to be used in lieu
of 100% observer coverage

Note: This document is intended to be an overview of the ALWTRP DEIS Alternatives and is not a substitute for the ALWTRP DEIS or Proposed Rule.
Please see these documents for additional requirements and information.
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ALWTRP

SUMMARY OF TRAP/POT MEASURES

(FOR SUMMARY OF GILLNET MEASURES, SEE PAGE 25)

Boundaries and Seasons:

" Requirements year-round from ME south to a line drawn
from the CT/RI border south to 40°00’N latitude and
east to the EEZ (seasonal closures in Cape Cod Bay and
Great South Channel Critical Habitat Areas)
Requirements from Sept. 1-May 31 from line from CT/RI
border south to 40°00’'N latitude and east to EEZ, south
to the SC/GA border and out to the EEZ
Requirements from Nov. 15-April 15 between the SC/GA
border and 29°00'N latitude out to the EEZ
Requirements from Dec. 1-March 31 from 29°00’N
latitude south to 27 °51’'N latitude out to the EEZ

All Trap/Pot Fisheries:

" Gear requirements (e.g. Universal requirements) listed
in Status Quo Alternative unless otherwise modified or
further restricted as indicated below
Gear marking: surface buoys and expanded buoy line
requirements (e.g., one 4-inch colored mark every 10
fathoms)

Expanded exempted areas, including exemption from
groundline requirement in waters deeper than 280
fathoms

ALWTRP regulatory language changes

Northern Inshore State and Northern Nearshore

Trap/Pot Waters, Stellwagen Bank/Jeffreys Ledge

Restricted Area, and Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (State

and Federal Waters: May 16 - Dec. 31):

" Pots/traps in compliance with one option from the
Lobster Take Reduction Technology List (Northern
Inshore State and State waters of Cape Cod Bay
Restricted Area (May 16 - Dec. 31))

Where weak links are required or used as an option, they
must be attached to all flotation and/or weighted devices
attached to the buoy line.

Trawls of four or fewer traps allowed only one buoy line
(Northern Nearshore Trap/Pot Waters, Stellwagen Bank/
Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area, and Federal waters of
Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (May 16-Dec. 31))

SAM areas expanded in time and space (Northern
Nearshore Trap/Pot Waters, and Stellwagen Bank/
Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area)
Current SAM requirements with allowance for a
second buoy line; Buoy lines must be made of
sinking and/or neutrally buoyant line, except the
bottom third, which may be floating line
DAM program eliminated when SAM areas expanded

Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area
(State and Federal Waters: Jan. 1 - May 15):

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 500 Ibs

All buoy lines must be made of sinking and/or neutrally
buoyant line except for the bottom third of the line, which
may be floating line

All groundlines must be made entirely of sinking and/or
neutrally buoyant line

Great South Channel Restricted Trap/Pot Area
(July 1- March 31):

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 1,500 Ibs in areas that overlap with the
Lobster Management Area (LMA) 2/3 Overlap and LMA
3
All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 600 Ibs in areas that overlap LMA 2 and the
Outer Cape LMA
SAM areas expanded in time and space
Current SAM requirements with allowance for a
second buoy line; Buoy lines must be made of
sinking and/or neutrally buoyant line, except the
bottom third, which may be floating line
DAM program eliminated when SAM areas expanded

Offshore Trap/Pot Waters:

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 1,500 Ibs

Extend southern boundary by following 100 fathom line

from 35°30’N latitude south to 27°51'N latitude and

extend out to the EEZ

SAM areas expanded in time and space
Current SAM requirements with allowance for a
second buoy line; Buoy lines must be made of
sinking and/or neutrally buoyant line, except the
bottom third, which may be floating line

DAM program eliminated when SAM areas expanded

Southern Nearshore Lobster Waters:

Implement requirements similar to Southern Nearshore
Trap/Pot Waters in the portion of Lobster Management
Area 6 currently neither exempted nor regulated under
the ALWTRP (i.e., mouth of Long Island Sound)

Extend southern boundary by following 100 fathom line
from 35°30’N latitude south to 27°51'N latitude and
extend inshore to coast or exempted areas

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 600 Ibs

DAM program eliminated (North of 40°00’N latitude)
when SAM areas expanded

Other Trap/Pot Fisheries (crab (red, rock, Jonah, blue),
hagfish, finfish (black seabass, scup, tautog, cod,
haddock, pollack, redfish (ocean perch), and white hake),
conch/whelk, and shrimp):

Fold under ALWTRP regulations using current/proposed
ALWTRP Trap/Pot Management Area boundaries and
associated requirements (e.g., Critical Habitat Area
restrictions)
Subject to expanded SAM program
Current SAM requirements with allowance for
second buoy line; Buoy lines must be made of
sinking and/or neutrally buoyant line, except
bottom third, which may be floating line
Red crab only: All flotation and/or weighted devices

attached to the buoy line with a weak link having a
maximum breaking strength of 2,000 Ibs

Note: This document is intended to be an overview of the ALWTRP DEIS Alternatives and is not a substitute for the ALWTRP DEIS or Proposed Rule.

Please see these documents for additional requirements and information.
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SUMMARY OF GILLNET MEASURES

(FOR SUMMARY OF TRAP/POT MEASURES, SEE PAGE 31)

Boundaries and Seasons:

" Requirements year-round from ME south to a line drawn
from the CT/RI border south to 40°00’N latitude and
east to the EEZ (seasonal closures in Cape Cod Bay and
Great South Channel Critical Habitat Areas)
Requirements from Sept. 1-May 31 from line from CT/RI
border south to 40°00’N latitude and east to the EEZ,
south to SC/GA border and out to the EEZ
Requirements from Nov. 15-April 15 between the SC/GA
border and 29°00'N latitude out to the EEZ
Requirements from Dec. 1-March 31 from 29°00’N
latitude south to 27 °51'N latitude out to the EEZ for the
Southeast Atlantic gillnet fishery, and to 26°46.5'N and
east to the EEZ for the Southeastern U.S. Atlantic shark
gillnet fishery

All Gillnet Fisheries:

- Gear requirements (e.g. Universal requirements) in
Status Quo Alternative unless otherwise modified or
further restricted as indicated below
ALWTRP regulatory language changes
Gear marking: surface buoys and expanded buoy line
requirements (e.g., one 4-inch colored mark every 10
fathoms)

Expanded exempted areas, including exemption from
groundline requirement in waters deeper than 280
fathoms

All Gillnet Fisheries (except drift gillnet and Southeastern

U.S. Atlantic shark gillnet):

- All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 1,100 Ibs
Sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required by
2008

Other Northeast Gillnet Waters, Stellwagen Bank/Jeffreys

Ledge Restricted Area, Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area

(May 16-Dec. 31), Great South Channel Restricted Area

(July 1-March 31), and Great South Channel Sliver

Restricted Area:

Anchored Gillnets:

Fold “Northeast anchored float gillnet fishery”

under the ALWTRP and regulate similar to ALWTRP

anchored gillnet gear

All gilinets, regardless of number of net panels,

required to be anchored with the holding power of

at least a 22-Ib Danforth-style anchor at each end

of the net string (must be a burying anchor; no dead

weights)

Five or more weak links per net panel, depending

on panel length, having a maximum breaking

strength of 1,100 Ibs

SAM areas expanded in time and space until 2008

when replaced by groundline requirement
Current SAM requirements with allowance for
a second buoy line; Buoy lines must be made
of sinking and/or neutrally buoyant line,
except the bottom third, which may be floating
line

DAM program eliminated with expansion of SAM

areas

Drift Gillnets:

Fold “Northeast drift gillnet fishery” under the

ALWTRP and regulate similar to ALWTRP drift gillnet

gear; Additionally, when drift gillnet gear is fished

at night, all net panels must contain a floatline

weak link with a maximum breaking strength of

1,100 Ibs every 25 fathoms

Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (Jan. 1-May 15):

Area closed to drift gillnet gear (Note: Anchored gillnet
closure remains in effect; See Status Quo Alternative)

Great South Channel Restricted Gillnet Area

(April 1 - June 30):

Area closed to drift gillnet gear (Note: Anchored gillnet
closure remains in effect; See Status Quo Alternative)

Mid/South Atlantic Gillnet Waters:

- Incorporate waters between 72°30’W longitude and the
EEZ south of the VA/NC border into currently regulated
Mid-Atlantic Gillnet Waters area, and extend south to the
SC/GA border and out to the EEZ; Designate entire area
as “Mid/South Atlantic Gillnet Waters”

Anchored Gillnets (includes those weighted to the bottom
of the sea):

ALWTRP

DAM program eliminated (North of 40°00’'N
latitude) with expansion of SAM areas
All net panels required to have a weak link with a
maximum breaking strength of 1,100 Ibs in the
center of each net panel up to and including 50
fathoms, or every 25 fathoms for longer panels
Gillnets that do not return to port with the vessel
must contain five or more weak links per net panel,
depending on panel length, with a maximum
breaking strength of 1,100 Ibs, and be anchored
with the holding power of at least a 22-Ib Danforth-
style anchor at each end of the net string (must be
a burying anchor; no dead weights)
Drift Gillnets:
When drift gilinet gear is fished at night, all net
panels must contain a floatline weak link with a
maximum breaking strength of 1,100 Ibs every 25
fathoms
Other Southeast Gillnet Waters:
- Management area for the Southeast Atlantic gillnet
fishery (south of the SC/GA border)
Designate waters from the SC/GA border south to
27°51’N and out to the EEZ as “Other Southeast Gillnet
Waters” (eliminate reference to “Southeast U.S.
Restricted Area”)
Current straight set restrictions in the Boundaries and
Seasons described above
Gear requirements similar to current and proposed
requirements for anchored gillnets in Mid/South
Atlantic Gillnet Waters
Northern Monitoring and Restricted Area, and
Southern Monitoring Area:
- Management areas for the Southeastern U.S. Atlantic
shark gillnet fishery only
Remove 80°00’'W longitude boundary line for Southeast
U.S. Observer & Restricted Areas and extend
requirements out to the EEZ
Change terminology of “Southeast U.S. Restricted Area”
to “Northern Monitoring & Restricted Area,” and
“Southeast U.S. Observer Area,” not included in
“Restricted Area,” to “Southern Monitoring Area”
Allow Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) to be used in lieu
of 100% observer coverage

Note: This document is intended to be an overview of the ALWTRP DEIS Alternatives and is not a substitute for the ALWTRP DEIS or Proposed Rule.
Please see these documents for additional requirements and information.
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ALWTRP

SUMMARY OF TRAP/POT MEASURES

(FOR SUMMARY OF GILLNET MEASURES, SEE PAGE 29)

Boundaries and Seasons:

" Requirements year-round from ME south to a line drawn
from the CT/RI border south to 40°00’N latitude and
east to the EEZ (seasonal closures in Cape Cod Bay and
Great South Channel Critical Habitat Areas)
Requirements from Sept. 1-May 31 from a line from CT/
RI border south to 40°00’N latitude and east to EEZ,
south to the SC/GA border out to the EEZ
Requirements from Nov. 15-April 15 between the SC/GA
border and 29°00'N latitude out to the EEZ
Requirements from Dec. 1-March 31 from 29°00’N
latitude south to 27 °51’'N latitude out to the EEZ

All Trap/Pot Fisheries:

" Gear requirements (e.g. Universal requirements) listed
in Status Quo Alternative unless otherwise modified or
further restricted as indicated below
Sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline required by
2008
Gear marking: surface buoys and expanded buoy line
requirements (e.g., one 4-inch colored mark every 10
fathoms)

Expanded exempted areas, including exemption from
groundline requirement in waters deeper than 280
fathoms

ALWTRP regulatory language changes

Northern Inshore State and Northern Nearshore Trap/Pot
Waters, Stellwagen Bank/Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area,
and Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (State and Federal
Waters: May 16 - Dec. 31):

" Eliminate Lobster Take Reduction Technology List
(Northern Inshore State Trap/Pot Waters and State
Waters of Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (May 16-Dec.
31))

Trawls of four or fewer traps allowed only one buoy line
(Northern Nearshore Trap/Pot Waters, Stellwagen Bank/
Jeffreys Ledge Restricted Area, and Federal Waters of
Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area (May 16-Dec. 31))

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the
buoy line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 600 Ibs
SAM areas expanded in time and space until 2008 when
replaced by groundline requirement
Current SAM requirements with allowance for a
second buoy line; Buoy lines must be made of
sinking and/or neutrally buoyant line, except the
bottom third, which may be floating line
DAM program eliminated when SAM areas expanded

Cape Cod Bay Restricted Area

(State and Federal Waters: Jan. 1 - May 15):

" All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the
buoy line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 500 Ibs
All buoy lines must be made of sinking and/or neutrally
buoyant line except for the bottom third of the line, which
may be floating line
All groundlines must be made entirely of sinking and/or
neutrally buoyant line

Great South Channel Restricted Trap/Pot Area
(July 1- March 31):
- All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the
buoy line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 1,500 Ibs in areas that overlap with the
Lobster Management Area (LMA) 2/3 Overlap and LMA
3
All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the
buoy line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 600 Ibs in areas that overlap with LMA 2
and the Outer Cape LMA
SAM areas expanded in time and space until 2008 when
replaced by groundline requirement
Current SAM requirements with allowance for a
second buoy line; Buoy lines must be made of
sinking and/or neutrally buoyant line, except the
bottom third, which may be floating line

DAM program eliminated when SAM areas expanded

Offshore Trap/Pot Waters:
" All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 1,500 Ibs
Extend southern boundary by following 100 fathom line
from 35°30’N latitude south to 27°51'N latitude and
extend out to the EEZ
SAM areas expanded in time and space until 2008 when
replaced by groundline requirement
Current SAM requirements with allowance for a
second buoy line; Buoy lines must be made of
sinking and/or neutrally buoyant line, except the
bottom third, which may be floating line

DAM program eliminated when SAM areas expanded

Southern Nearshore Trap/Pot Waters:

" Implement requirements similar to Southern Nearshore
Trap/Pot Waters in the portion of Lobster Management
Area 6 currently neither exempted nor regulated under
the ALWTRP (i.e., mouth of Long Island Sound)

Extend southern boundary by following 100 fathom line
from 35°30’N latitude south to 27°51'N latitude and
extend inshore to coast or exempted areas

All flotation and/or weighted devices attached to the buoy
line with a weak link having a maximum breaking
strength of 600 Ibs

DAM program eliminated (North of 40°00’N latitude)
when SAM areas expanded

Other Trap/Pot Fisheries (crab (red, rock, Jonah, blue),
hagfish, finfish (black seabass, scup, tautog, cod,
haddock, pollack, redfish (ocean perch), and white hake),
conch/whelk, and shrimp):

" Fold under ALWTRP regulations using current/proposed
ALWTRP Trap/Pot Management Area boundaries and
associated requirements (e.g., Critical Habitat Area
restrictions)

Subject to expanded SAM program until replaced in
2008 by sinking and/or neutrally buoyant groundline
requirement

Red crab only: All flotation and/or weighted devices
attached to the buoy line with a weak link having a
maximum breaking strength of 2,000 Ibs

Note: This document is intended to be an overview of the ALWTRP DEIS Alternatives and is not a substitute for the ALWTRP DEIS or Proposed Rule.
Please see these documents for additional requirements and information.
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Current Exempted Areas for Alternative 1: Maine to Florida

Exempted Waters are those waters landward of the first bridge over any embayment, harbor, or inlet and waters landward of the

following areas:

Rhode Island
Sakonnet River
Narragansett Bay

Pt. Judith Pond Inlet
Ninigret Pond Inlet
Quonochontaug Pond Inlet
Weekapaug Pond Inlet

New York

West of the line from the Northern Fork of the eastern end of
Long Island, NY (Orient Point) to Plum Island to Fisher's Island
to Watch Hill, Rl (Long Island Sound)

Gardiners Bay (west of the line from Montauk Point to

Plum Island)

Shinnecock Bay Inlet

Moriches Bay Inlet

Fire Island Inlet

Jones Inlet

New Jersey

Barnegat Inlet

Beach Haven to Brigantine Inlet (includes Little Egg Inlet)
Cape May Inlet Delaware Bay (i.e. from the southern point of
Nantuxent Cove, NJ to the southern end of Kelly Island, Port
Mahon, DE)

Maryland/Virginia

Ocean City Inlet

Chincoteague to Ship Shoal Inlet (includes Wachapreague
and Quinby Inlets)

Little Inlet

Smith Island Inlet

North Carolina to Florida

All marine and tidal waters landward of the 72 COLREGS
demarcation line, as depicted or noted on nautical charts
published by NOAA and described in 33 CFR 80

NOTE: for exact coordinates of the above exempted waters see 50 CFR part 229.32, the ALWTRP website at www.nero.noaa.gov/

whaletrp, or call (978) 281-9300 ext. 6503
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For more information pertaining to the Atlantic Large Whale Draft Environmental Impact Statement and proposed rule, contact:

S RS
Diane Borggaard
Large Whale Coordinator =
NOAA Fisheries Service e i
978-281-9300 x. 6503 =
Diane.Borggaard@noaa.gov '
or go to the ALWTRP website: http://www.nero.noaa.gov/whaletrp/ 2 &_'
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