
DRAFT

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

FOR

AMENDING THE

ATLANTIC LARGE WHALE

TAKE REDUCTION PLAN:

BROAD-BASED GEAR MODIFICATIONS

Photo Courtesy of David Wiley

National Marine Fisheries Service
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Prepared by: Industrial Economics, Incorporated, and
           NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service

Draft EIS: February 2005
Final EIS:



i

RESPONSIBLE AGENCY:

Assistant Administrator for Fisheries
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, DC 20235

PROPOSED ACTION:

Implementation of amendments to the Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan to reduce the
risk of serious injury and mortality to Atlantic large whales due to incidental interactions with commercial
fishing gear.

ABSTRACT:

The Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan (ALWTRP) was developed pursuant to Section
118 of the Marine Mammal Protection Act to reduce the serious injury and mortality of right, humpback,
and fin whales due to incidental interactions with commercial fisheries.  NMFS is preparing a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed amendments to the ALWTRP regulations (50 CFR
229.32).  NMFS identifies two preferred broad-based gear modification strategies to replace its Dynamic
Area Management (DAM) and Seasonal Area Management (SAM) programs in the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement, with the intent of implementing only one of the preferred alternatives. The proposed
broad-based gear modifications are designed to further reduce the risk of serious injury and mortality to
Atlantic large whales due to incidental interactions with commercial fishing gear. The primary difference
between the two preferred alternatives concerns when the DAM program would be replaced, and what the
time/area restrictions and gear modifications requirements for the SAM program would entail.  Both
broad-based gear modification strategies include the following: groundlines must be composed of sinking
and/or neutrally buoyant line; additional weak link requirements for net panels and buoy lines; and
expanded gear marking.  Exemptions from some broad-based gear modifications (e.g., sinking and/or
neutrally buoyant groundlines) would occur in waters deeper than 280 fathoms and exemptions from the
ALWTRP requirements would occur landward of the COLREGS demarcation line, as well as other
identified lines.  In addition to proposing additional gear modifications for the lobster trap/pot and gillnet
fisheries currently regulated under the ALWTRP, this action would add new trap/pot fisheries, including
but not limited to: black sea bass, scup, conch/whelk, shrimp, hagfish, Jonah crab, groundfish, and red
crab.  The broad-based gear modifications would apply year-round from Maine to the CT/RI border,
south to 40°00'N latitude, and out to the Eastern edge of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).  Broad-
based gear modifications and other requirements would apply seasonally from 40°00'N latitude to
27°51'N latitude (26°46.5'N for the Southeast U.S. shark gillnet fishery) and east to the EEZ.
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Mary Colligan
Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected Resources
National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Region
1 Blackburn Drive
Gloucester, MA 01930
978-281-9300 Ext. 6505

GUIDANCE FOR SUBMITTING COMMENTS:

Comments on the DEIS may be submitted by mail to the above address.  Please add the line:

ATTN: ALWTRP DEIS

Comments on the DEIS may be submitted by e-mail to: whaledeis.comments@noaa.gov or by
fax to: 978-281-9394.  Please include the phrase “ALWTRP DEIS” in the subject line of the fax
or e-mail.

Comments on the DEIS must be received within 60 days of the publication of the Notice of
Availability.

Comments may also be submitted orally at the DEIS public hearings.
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