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News Release: March 6, 2012 
 
Maritime Gloucester Hosts Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary Lecture Series 
 
Maritime Gloucester will be the site of a series of lectures on “Stellwagen at Twenty” to 
showcase the natural, maritime and human history of the Stellwagen Bank National Marine 
Sanctuary.  
 
Beginning Thursday, March 22nd, and for the following five Thursdays, leading experts will 
present new data, rarely seen underwater footage and stunning photography on topics ranging 
from the large number of shipwrecks that dot the Sanctuary to the whales, fish and birds that 
inhabit it.    
 
“Stellwagen Bank is an important part of Gloucester maritime history.  Everyone interested in 
the maritime history and the natural history of this invaluable ocean area just 3 miles from 
Gloucester will be enthralled by the stories, underwater images and information presented by the 
panel of experts,” says Tom Balf, executive director of Maritime Gloucester. A full listing of the 
presentation titles and the presenters is included on page 2 of this release. 
 
Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary was created by federal legislation in 1992 and 
encompasses a total of 842 square miles between Cape Ann and Cape Cod. The most prominent 
submerged feature is the kidney-shaped plateau called Stellwagen Bank which is a shallow, 
primarily sandy feature, curving in southeast to northwest direction for 19 miles. Home to an 
amazing array of marine life, ocean policy management issues associated with access and use for 
commercial and recreational fisheries and ecological research continue to be discussed and 
debated.  
 
The lecture series runs Thursday evenings from 7 – 8:30 pm at Maritime Gloucester at 23 Harbor 
Loop in Gloucester.  
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Thomas Balf   
Maritime Gloucester  
Phone: (978) 281-0470 
tbalf@gloucestermaritimecenter.org  
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SCHEDULE 
 
March 22:  Stellwagen at 20: 7 pm Gorton’s Gallery 
 "A Whale's Tale of Life on Stellwagen Bank"  
 Jamison Smith 
 Jamison Smith is Large Whale Entanglement Coordinator, National Marine Fisheries Service, 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in Gloucester, MA. 
 
March 29:  Stellwagen at 20: 7 pm Gorton’s Gallery 
 “Between the Arms of Cape Cod and Cape Ann: A History of Fishing on 

Stellwagen Bank” 
 William Leavenworth and Karen Alexander 
 Dr. William Burgess Leavenworth is primary Environmental Historian for the UNH Gulf of 

Maine Cod Project. 
  Karen Alexander, MS, has published in historical and scientific journals, and, with Jeremy 

Jackson and Enric Sala, is editor of Shifting Baselines: The Past and Future of Ocean Fisheries, 
published by Island Press in 2011. 

 
April 5:  Stellwagen at 20: 7 pm Gorton’s Gallery 
 “Seabirds of Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary” 
 Wayne Petersen and Anne-Marie Runfola  
  Wayne Petersen is Director of the Massachusetts Important Bird Areas (IBA) Program at the 

Massachusetts Audubon Society. 
  Anne‐Marie Runfola is Volunteer Program Coordinator for the Stellwagen Bank National 

Marine Sanctuary 
 
April 12:  Stellwagen at 20: 7 pm Gorton’s Gallery  
 “The Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary – Its Future” 
 Les Kaufman  
  Dr. Les Kaufman is Professor of Biology in the Boston University Marine Program, the Senior 

Marine Scientist for Conservation International, an Associate in Ichthyology at the Harvard 
Museum of Comparative Zoology, and Research Scholar at The New England Aquarium 

 
April 19:  Stellwagen at 20: 7 pm Gorton’s Gallery 
 “Whale Whisperer: Using Sound to Understand and Protect Whales in 

the Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary” 
 Leila Hatch  
  Dr. Leila Hatch is a Marine Ecologist at the Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary 

where she focuses on characterizing human‐induced underwater noise, assessing impacts of 
noise on marine animals, and the design of mitigation and monitoring programs to address 
those impacts. 

 
April 26: Stellwagen at 20: 7 pm Gorton’s Gallery 
 Shipwrecks of the Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary 
 Matt Lawrence 
 Matthew Lawrence is a maritime archaeologist working for the Stellwagen Bank National 

Marine Sanctuary. 
 
 
 
 


