
Sturgeon outreach: SCUTES



SCUTES objectives

•Encourage conservation

•Increase collaboration

•Collect valuable information while 
enhancing education
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What is SCUTES?
An outreach programAn outreach program 

including:

—Teacher curriculum andTeacher curriculum and 
educational kits

—Website (education andWebsite (education and 
games, sturgeon tracking, 
researcher blog, videos)
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http://www.nero.noaa.gov/prot_res/scutes/



Classroom materials

Age appropriate kits for both elementary and high 
school students: 
—Activity books
—Sturgeon bookmarks
—Informational pamphletsp p
—DVDs with sturgeon tagging videos and information
—Large stuffed sturgeon for the elementary students to share 

while the kit is in their possession
—Mold and materials to create a plaster replica of a scute
—Activities (including some materials): Food webs, Harmful 

Algal Blooms, Natal homing
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—Iron-on design for t-shirts 



SCUTES lesson plans

Grade 3-5: 8
lesson plans/

Grade 9-12: 12
lesson plans/

activities focused
on basic life

activities focused
on basic life
hi t th thistory, food

chain, adaptation,
historical uses

history, threats,
conservation
status andhistorical uses,

classification

status, and
sampling methods
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Elementary activity: Food chain

5th Grade Activity:
L i l-Learning goals:

*What a food web is

*How species in an ecosystem are dependent on 
each other

*Consequences of imbalance in the ecosystem
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Lesson description pdf--
http://www.nero.noaa.gov/prot_res/scutes/teachers/Elementary/Food%20chain
%20lesson%20fifth%20grade%20final.pdf



High school lesson: Sampling 
methods

Learning Goals:

• Importance of fish tagging, and technique

• Importance of tissue sampling, and technique

• Importance of gastric lavage, and technique
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Lesson description pdf--
http://www.nero.noaa.gov/prot_res/scutes/teachers/highschool/Lesson%207%2
0Sampling%20Methods.pdf



Home page:
http://www.nero.noaa
.gov/prot res/scutes/.gov/prot_res/scutes/
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Students page
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Teachers
page
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Researcher blog
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Sturgeon 
information
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TrackerTracker

13



14


