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Past History 



Harbor Porpoise 
PBR = Nmin • 1/2 Rmax • FR 

Year Nbest CV(Nbest) Nmin Rmax PBR 
1991 37,500 0.29 -- -- -- 
1992 67,500 0.23 40,297* 0.040 403 
1995 74,000 0.20 48,289** 0.040 483 

1999 89,700 0.22 74,695 0.040 747 
2006 89,054 0.47 60,970 0.040 610 

20111 79,883 0.32 61,415 0.046 706 

* Average of 1991 and 1992 
**  Average of 1991, 1992, and 1995 
1 http://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/publications/crd/crd1229/ 
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Near Future 
1. During 2010-2016 periodic  

seasonal surveys within  
have been collected. Used  
data in Generalized Additive  
Models to create spatial-  
and temporal-specific  
distribution-habitat models  
and abundance estimates. 

2. Summer 2016 US and  
Canadian scientists  
conducted line transect  
sighting surveys from  
Florida to Newfoundland.  
Goal is to estimate a new  
abundance estimate of the  
Gulf of Maine/Bay of Fundy  
harbor porpoise stock (plus  
other species). 
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Atlantic Marine Assessment Program for Protected Species  
(AMAPPS) 2010 – 2019 (+?) 

Whales 

Dolphins 

Turtles 

Seabirds 

Seals 

Quarterly collect  
distribution and  
abundance data  
via shipboard and  
aerial visual and  
acoustic surveys 

Tag turtles, seals  
and seabirds to  
correct visual  
abundance data for  
animals not seen 

Model seasonal,  
spatially-explicit  
density estimates  
incorporating  
habitat  
characteristics 
 
 

5 



Results: Average seasonal maps of density  
17 marine mammal species 

Spring Summer Fall 

6 
This information is distributed solely to inform discussions of Harbor Porpoise Take Reduction Team, and is subject to future review  
and revision. It has not been formally disseminated by NOAA. It does not represent any final agency determination or policy 



March April May July 
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Monthly average distribution maps and associated abundance estimates 
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Results: Trends over years and within the year 
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Data available on website 

User able to draw area of  
interest and get density  
and abundance data for  
each grid cell 

User created area  
of interest 
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2. Multispecies abundance survey 
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VPR Bongo 

•Jun – Sep 2016 
• Using 2 ships and 4 aerial surveys 
•Planning to get abundance estimates in  
next 6 months 

 
Passive acoustics 
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Locations of harbor porpoise sightings in US waters 
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Summer 2016 
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