
Research Topic Research Activity
Standardized health analysis matrix for non right whale species.
Entanglement trauma monitoring, documentation and annual reporting for any large whale species.

Evolve existing equipment or create new technology to improve disentanglement success rate.  Current areas of interest 
(although not limited to) are projectile cutting tool, line ascending cutting tool, low drag subdermally attached telemetry, 
underwater documentation and assessment system.
Identify, develop and test field gear marking applications for identity of lost entangling gear during attempts.
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Biological Information:  Large whale population monitoring and biology research provides information on the full impact of entanglements on large 
whales, allowing NMFS to make informed management policy decisions.  For example, currently there are limited sources of information for the 
effectiveness of large whale entanglement reduction through fishing gear modifications.  Scar studies provide one such resource by providing 
comparisons of annual entanglement rates.   

For further information or questions:  Please visit our website at http://www.nero.noaa.gov/prot_res/stranding/lwd.html or contact Jamison Smith, NMFS 
Northeast Region Large Whale Disentanglement Program Coordinator, at Jamison.Smith@noaa.gov or 978-281-9336.

Disentanglement techniques, protocols and tools:   Existing disentanglement efforts among the ALWDN have proven over 70% successful for all 
species encountered.  However, different species have less successful rates.  While NMFS recognizes that disentanglement will never be considered the 
sole solution to large whale bycatch, improved techniques, tools and protocols can improve the safety and success rate for critically endangered species 
such as the North Atlantic right whale.
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Background:  NOAA's National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) Northeast Regional Office Large Whale Disentanglement Program was created to address 
large whale entanglements which are covered under the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) and the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  The Atlantic Large 
Whale Disentanglement Network (ALWDN) was formed in the 1990s as a partnership between government, state, and local volunteers to address entanglement 
reports with trained, permitted (Marine Mammal Health and Stranding Permit under the MMPA and ESA) and properly equipped personnel.  A number of 
current state partnerships are through ESA Section 6 agreements for financial support, with additional agreements such as Letters of Authorization for non-
governmental organizations and Memorandums of Understanding for the Canadian Department of Fisheries and Oceans.  All of these partners provide coverage 
from Maine to Florida.


