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ALWTRP Public Hearing 
Plymouth Public Library 
Plymouth, MA 
August 14, 2013 
 
NMFS PRD Staff—Dave Gouveia, Kate Swails, Mike Asaro, John Higgins 
Number in attendance: 40 
Including:  

• Dan McKiernan, Massachusetts Department of Marine Fisheries, Take Reduction Team 
State Representative 

• Bill Adler, MA Lobstermen’s Association, Take Reduction Team Industry 
Representative 

• Sharon Young, Humane Society of the United States, Take Reduction Team 
Conservation Representative 

• Regina Asmutis-Silvia, Whale and Dolphin Conservation, Take Reduction Team 
Conservation Representative 

• David Wiley, Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary Take Reduction Team 
Representative 

B. Adler read a statement on behalf of his constituents.  
 
Closures 

Commenters were worried about the timing of the closures saying they would need to bring traps 
home in December during unsafe weather to avoid fishing during the proposed closure times. 
December and January are important months to fish. The representative from MLA stated MLA 
would oppose all closures unless the local fishing group affected by the closure supported it.  

Commenters questioned if there was enough science to support the proposed closures.  

Gear Marking 

Some support for additional marking.  

One commenter spoke in support of increasing the number of marks but separating marks by 
state.  

Other 

One commenter stated that it was unreasonable from an enforcement stand point to regulate 
commercial gear and not recreational gear.  

Most commenters supported the Status Quo alternative. A few suggested that Alternative 2 may 
work.  

Many commented on the population increase of right whales in the past few years and wondered 
why additional management is necessary if the population is increasing. The current measures in 
place should be given the chance to work before requiring additional management measures.  
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Many commented on the need to have better localized data on where entanglements are 
occurring and what fishery is the cause.  

One commenter disagreed with the proposal to exempt New Hampshire state waters and 
suggested that portions of Maine should not be exempt from the Plan either.  

 


