ALWTRP Public Hearing
Portland City Hall
Portland, ME

August 8, 2013

NMFS PRD Staff—Dave Gouveia, Kate Swails, Mike Asaro, John Higgins
Number in attendance: 50
Including:

e Patrick Keliher, Commissioner of Maine’s Department of Marine Resources

e Sarah Cotnoir, Maine Department of Marine Resources, Take Reduction Team State
Representative Alternate

e Patrice McCarron, Maine Lobstermen’s Association, Take Reduction Team Industry
Representative

P. Keliher and P. McCarron provided oral comments on behalf of their constituents. They will
submit written comments for the record as well.

Closures

Jeffreys Ledge closure won’t cause people to remove line from the water, instead they’ll create a
wall or make the gear tighter around the closure boundary. Jeffreys would shut all of Zone G
down and the entire winter income would be lost.

Gear Marking
Commenters opposed to marking in the exempted area.

Implementation Date
The final rule effective date should align with the trap/tag date (June 1). Should not have the rule
be effective in the fall as this is a busy time of year for industry.

Increasing the number of traps per trawl

Some support for number of traps per trawl proposed in Alt.2. Increasing the number of
traps/trawl could work. Try this first before doing anything else. Some concern over trawling up
around Boone Island because of the hard bottom in this area.

Other

Commenters were frustrated about the lack of data about where the entanglements are occurring.
Some requested that the Agency do one thing at once. Increase the number of traps per trawl first
before proposing closures or increase marks and come back and say where the problem really is
before thinking of closures. Most commenters were in favor of the No Action alternative.



