Smal | Entity Conpliance Cuide
Dear Permt Hol der:

This is to informyou that the Secretary of Commerce has approved an
interimfinal rule that was prepared in response to a Federal Court
decision in the case of Conservation Law Foundation, et al. v. Evans,
et al., in which the Court adopted a Settl enment Agreenent Anong
Certain Parties (Settlement Agreenent). This is the second step in a
t hree-step approach stipul ated under the Settlenment Agreenment to
reduce overfishing on regul ated speci es nmanaged under the Northeast

Mul ti speci es Fishery Managenent Plan (FMP). The neasures contained in
this interimfinal rule include revised regul ated nesh areas, revised
cl osure areas, new gear restrictions, reductions in days-at-sea (DAS),
new possession/landing lints, and nore restrictive recreational
fishing neasures. Mbst of these neasures are effective from August 1
2002, unl ess otherwi se noted below, and are intended to remain in

ef fect through the inplenentation of Arendnent 13 to the FMP, which is
to be inplenented, according to the Settlenent Agreenent, no |ater

t han August 22, 2003.

A sunmary of the nmanagenent neasures that will be inplenmented under
this interimfinal rule is contained in the follow ng paragraphs. Al
managenent neasures that were in effect prior to May 1, 2002, and that
are not nodified by this interimfinal rule, will remain in effect
after July 31, 2002.

REGULATED MESH AREAS

This interimaction redefines and divides the Gulf of Mine/ Georges
Bank (GOM GB) Regul ated Mesh Area (RMA) into two areas. These areas
are: (1) The GOM RMA, which is the area north of the GOM cod
exenption line currently used to define the divide between the GOM cod
and GB cod trip limt allowances; and (2) the GB RVA, which is that
part of the current GOM G RMA that lies south of the current GOM cod
exenption line, but continues south to the exclusive econom ¢ zone
(EEZ) for the areas that |ie east of 69°00" W | ong.

The Sout hern New England (SNE) and Md-Atlantic (MA) RMAs are also
redefined by this interimfinal rule. The SNE RVA is defined as the
area that lies west of the new GB RVA and east of a |ine beginning at
the intersection of 74°00' W long. and the south-facing shoreline of
Long Island, NY, and running southward al ong the 74°00° W |ong. line.
The MA RMA is defined as that area west of the SNE RVA (see Figure 1).



Special note: For purposes of exenpted fishery prograns currently

i mpl emrent ed under the FMP, the boundaries of the GOM GB, SNE and MA
RMAs are defined as the RMAs in effect prior to May 1, 2002, and are
now referred to as Exenption Areas (see Figure 2).
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Figure 1. Revised Regul ated Mesh Areas
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Figure 2. Exenption Areas

DAS Used Basel i ne

This interimfinal rule establishes a new Northeast (NE) mnultispecies
DAS basel i ne based on DAS used as reflected in the permt history of
each vessel for this fishing year and for the 2003 fishing year,

unl ess changed by subsequent action. The used DAS baseline is

cal cul at ed based on the highest nunber of DAS that the vessel fished
during a single fishing year using the 1996 t hrough 2000 fi shing
years, beginning May 1, 1996, through April 30, 2001, provided the
vessel s used DAS baseline allocation does not exceed that vessel’s
current DAS allocation. A vessel will not be allocated a used DAS

basel i ne of | ess than 10 DAS.




Vessel owners have recently been notified by the National Marine

Fi sheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) of their used DAS baseline. A
vessel owner may request fromthe Regional Adm nistrator (RA) by
August 31, 2002, a correction of its used DAS baseline, provided the
request is made in witing and the vessel owner submts credible

evi dence that the informati on used by the RA in naking the

determ nation of the vessel’'s used DAS baseline was based on nistaken
or incorrect data.

Reduction in DAS from Used DAS Baseline

This interimfinal rule also reduces NE multispecies DAS for the 2002
fishing year, beginning May 1, 2002, through April 30, 2003, and for
the 2003 fishing year, beginning May 1, 2003, until inplenmentation of
Amendment 13 to the FMP. Under this DAS effort reduction, a vessel’s
used DAS baseline allocation will be reduced by 20 percent. For
exanpl e, a vessel with a used DAS baseline of 88 DAS, a 20-percent
reducti on woul d equate to 70.4 DAS

2002 DAS = used DAS baseline (88 DAS) - 20% (17.6 DAS) = 70.4 DAS

Calculation of DAS for the 2002 Fishing Year

NE mul ti species DAS that were fished by a vessel during the period My
1 through July 31, 2002, will be deducted fromthat vessel’'s tota

all ocated DAS for the 2002 fishing year. Therefore, a vessel’'s DAS
all ocation for the period August 1, 2002, through April 30, 2003, wll
be equal to the vessel’s used DAS baseline allocation, ninus 20-
percent of that baseline, mnus the DAS that the vessel fished during
the May 1 through July 31, 2002, period. For exanple:

2002 DAS = used DAS baseline (88 DAS) - 20% (17.6 DAS) - DAS fished
fromMay 1 - July 31, 2002 (10 DAS) = 60.4 DAS remmining for
t he August 1, 2002, through April 30, 2003, tinme period

Under a previous interimfinal rule, all NE nultispecies DAS vessels
were subject to a minimmof 15 hours charged for each NE nul tispecies
DAS trip that exceeded 3 hours during the May 1 through July 31, 2002,
period. Under the August 1, 2002, interimfinal rule, for the purpose
of determining the NE nultispecies DAS used during the May through

July period, DAS will be counted based on the 15-hour nininum for Day
gillnet vessels only. DAS used during May 1 through July 31, 2002,
will be counted as actual tinme for all other vessels.

For NE multispecies DAS trips beginning prior to August 1, 2002, and
ending on or after August 1, 2002, DAS occurring up until m dnight
(0:00) July 31, 2002, will be counted toward the May 1 - July 31
2002, period.

Carry-Over from 2001 Fi shing Year
The FMP authorizes limted access NE nultispecies vessels to carry
over up to 10 unused NE nultispecies DAS fromthe previous fishing




year to utilized during the current fishing year. Carry-over DAS are
not considered part of a vessel’s used DAS baseline. Under this
interimfinal rule, therefore, vessels will be authorized to fish any
carry-over DAS fromthe 2001 fishing year during the period from
August 1, 2002, through April 30, 2003. These DAS will be in addition
to a vessel’s 2002 DAS al l ocation, as cal cul ated above. For exanple:

2002 DAS = [used DAS baseline (88 DAS) - 20% (17.6 DAS) - DAS fished
fromMay 1 - July 31, 2002 (10 DAS)] + carry-over DAS from
2001 (8 DAS) = 68.4 DAS remaining for the August 1, 2002,
t hrough April 30, 2003, tine period

Large Mesh DAS

The DAS allocation for a NE nultispecies vessel issued a linmted
access Large Mesh DAS permt will be cal cul ated based on the vessel’'s
used DAS baseline allocation, |ess the 20-percent reduction, plus a
36- percent increase. For exanple:

2002 Large Mesh DAS = [used DAS baseline (88 DAS) - 20% (17.6 DAS)] +
36% (25.3 DAS) = 95.7 DAS*

* This allocation will then be adjusted based on the nunmber of NE
mul ti speci es DAS used during May - July 2002, plus any carry-over DAS
fromthe 2001 fishing year, as explai ned above.

Monkfi sh Vessels

The nunmber of DAS allocated to Iimted access nonkfish vessels
(currently 40 nonkfish DAS) are unaffected by this interimfinal rule.
Vessels that hold Category Cor DIlimted access nonkfish pernmits
(i.e., those that also hold a linmted access NE nultispecies permnit)
that are allocated fewer NE nultispecies DAS than nonkfish DAS will be
allowed to fish these extra DAS as nonkfish only DAS. |n other words,
vessels will be required to fish these nonkfish only DAS under the
same provisions as Category A and B vessels (i.e., these vessels nust
fish under existing nonkfish exenption prograns when fishing in the
GOM GB or SNE RMAs). Vessels that hold limted access Category C or
D nonkfish permits that have been allocated fewer NE nultispecies DAS
t han nonkfish DAS will receive a separate letter further explaining
how this reduction in NE nultispecies DAS effects their nonkfish DAS

FREEZE ON | SSUANCE OF NEW HANDGEAR PERM TS

Vessel s that have never been issued an open access NE nultispecies
Handgear permt (Category H), or applied for as of August 1, 2002,
will be prohibited from obtaining an open access NE multi species
Handgear permit for the duration of this interimfinal rule.

PROHI BI TI ON ON FRONT- LOADI NG THE DAS CLOCK

The practice of starting a vessel’'s DAS clock in advance of the actual
departure of the vessel fromthe dock is known as “front-I| oadi ng”.



Under the interimfinal rule published April 29, 2002, front-Ioading
is prohibited for limted access nultispecies vessels through July 31,
2002. This interimfinal rule extends that prohibition for the
duration of this action. As a result, vessel owners or authorized
representatives will be required to notify NOAA Fisheries no earlier
than 1 hour prior to the vessel |leaving port to fish under the NE

mul ti speci es DAS program This measure applies to all nmanagenent

ar eas.

REVI SI ONS TO NE MJULTI SPECI ES CLOSURE AREAS

This interimfinal rule inplements additional NE nultispecies seasonal
and year-round area cl osures, and opens up an inshore area,
corresponding to blocks 124 and 125, from January through March. Maps
of the revised rolling closure areas and the existing year-round
closure areas are provided in Figure 3. This action:

. Conti nues the Western Gulf of Maine (WBOM) Area Closure, inits
current configuration, and cl oses the Cashes Ledge C osure Area,
inits original configuration, for the duration of this interim
final rule;

. Expands Rolling Closure Area Il by closing area bl ocks 124 and
125 for the month of May 2003, and expands Rolling Closure Area
I'V by closing area bl ocks 132 and 133 for the nmonth of June 2003;

. Furt her expands the Georges Bank (GB) Seasonal C osure Area by
cl osi ng bl ocks 80 and 81 and the portion of blocks 118 through
120 that lie south of 42°20' N. lat. during the nonth of My
2003;

. Opens bl ocks 124 and 125 from January through March by
elimnating the January Massachusetts Bay- Stel | wagen Bank
Conditional Cosure Area and the February Rolling C osure Area
VI, and by elimnating blocks 124 and 125 fromthe March Rolling
Closure Area |.

Exenptions to the current GOMrolling closure areas will apply to the

expanded rolling closure areas and the expanded GB Seasonal C osure

Area. Al current exenptions will apply also to the WSOM and Cashes

Ledge C osure Areas, with the foll owi ng exceptions:

. Vessel s are prohibited fromfishing with scallop dredge gear, and

. Vessel s are prohibited fromfishing in the Rai sed Footrope Traw
Exenpted Whiting Fishery.
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GEAR RESTRI CTI ONS UNDER A NE MJLTI SPECI ES DAS

The followi ng gear restrictions are sumari zed in Table 1.

Trawl Vessel Restrictions

The followi ng changes in nmesh size restrictions inplenmented through
this interimfinal rule apply only to the codend of the net. The

m ni nrum nesh size restrictions for the remaining portion of the net
for vessels fishing under a NE nmultispecies DAS will continue to be

6. 0-i nch dianond or 6.5-inch square nmesh, or any conbi nation thereof,
when fishing in the GOM GB, and SNE RMAs, and 5.5-inch dianond or

6. 0-i nch square nesh, or any conbination thereof, when fishing in the
MA RVA. Trawl net vessels currently fishing with 6.5-inch square nesh
t hroughout the entire net are not subject to the foll ow ng mninmum
nesh size changes.

GOM  GB, and MA RMAs

Wien fishing in the GOM GB, or MA RMAs, vessels fishing under a NE
mul ti species DAS are restricted to fishing with a codend* having a
m ni nrum nesh size of 6.5-inch dianmond or square mesh. For vessels
fishing in the GB or MA RMAs, this nmesh size requirenment is not
effective until August 15, 2002.

SNE RMA

When fishing in the SNE RVA, vessels fishing under a NE nultispecies
DAS are restricted to fishing with a codend* having a m ni num nmesh
size of 7.0-inch dianond or 6.5-inch square nesh. The requirenent to
use 6.5-inch square mesh is not effective until August 15, 2002, and
the requirenent to use 7.0-inch dianond nmesh is not effective unti
Sept enber 1, 2002.

*Under this interimfinal rule, a codend is defined as foll ows:

. For vessels 45 ft in length overall or |ess, a dianond nesh
codend is defined as the first 25 nmeshes counting fromthe
ternminus of the net, and a square nmesh codend is defined as the
first 50 bars counting fromthe term nus of the net.

. For vessels greater than 45 ft in length overall, a dianond nmesh
codend is defined as the first 50 nmeshes counting fromthe
ternminus of the net, and a square nmesh codend is defined as the
first 100 bars counting fromthe term nus fromthe net.

G llnet Vessel Restrictions

Currently, all vessels issued a linmted access NE nultispecies permt
and intending to fish under a NE nultispecies DAS with gillnet gear
nmust obtain an annual designation as either a Day or Trip gillnet
vessel. Declarations are to be made on a form provi ded by NOAA

Fi sheries and signed by the vessel owner or authorized representative.
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This formcan be obtained by calling the Northeast Regional Permt
Ofice at (978) 281-9370, and can al so be obtai ned on the Northeast
Regional Ofice's web site (listed at the end of this letter). Once a
decl aration form has been recei ved, NOAA Fisheries will send a letter
to the vessel owner that serves as witten confirmation fromthe

Regi onal Adnministrator that the vessel is a Day or Trip gillnet

vessel. This confirmation letter nust be retained on board the vesse
when fishing under a NE nultispecies DAS with gill net gear.

Once a vessel owner has el ected a designation, he/she may not change
that designation for the remai nder of the fishing year. However,

under this interimfinal rule, for the 2002 fishing year, vessels that
have elected a Day or Trip gillnet designation nmay change their
designation prior to Septenber 1, 2002, and will be authorized to fish
under the new designation during the Septenber 1, 2002, through Apri
30, 2003, period.

A vessel owner electing a Day or Trip gillnet declaration nust

i ndi cate the nunmber of gillnet tags that he/she is requesting on the
above nentioned form provi ded by NOAA Fi sheries, and provide a check
for the cost of the tags. Day gillnet vessels will be authorized to
obtain up to 160 gillnet tags an Trip gillnet vessels will be
authorized to obtain up to 150 gillnet tags. A vessel may have tags
on board the vessel that are in excess of the nunber of tags
corresponding to the all owabl e nunber of nets for a given RVA

provi ded such tags are onboard the vessel and can be nade avail abl e
for inmedi ate inspection.

A gillnet vessel may stow additional nets on board that are in excess
of the allowable nets for a given RVA, up to 160 nets for Day gill net
vessel s, counting the nunber of deployed nets. Trip gillnet vessels

are not restricted to the nunber of nets that can be stowed on board

the vessel. Al nets in excess of the allowabl e nunber of nets for a
gi ven RMA nust be stowed according to the regul ations.

*In order to provide vessel owners with an opportunity to obtain
gillnet tags, the followng gillnet tagging requirenents will be
wai ved t hrough August 31, 2002.

*Unl ess ot herwi se specified below, the effective date for the
foll ow ng nesh size requirenents is August 1, 2002.

GOM RVA

Vessel s that have obtained an annual Trip gillnet vessel designation
and that are fishing under a NE nultispecies DAS in the GOM RVA wil |
be required to fish with nets having a mni num nmesh size of 6.5-inch
mesh and will be restricted to fishing 150 nets, with one tag fixed to
each net.

Vessel s that have obtai ned an annual Day gillnet vessel designation
will be allowed to fish up to 100 nets, provided the vessel conplies
with the followi ng restrictions:




. When fishing with flatfish nets, vessels can fish no nore than
100 nets, having a mnimum mesh size of 7 inches, with one tag
fixed to each net. The effective date of this nmesh size
requirenment is Septenber 1, 2002.

. When fishing with roundfish nets, vessels can fish with no nore
than 50 nets, having a mnimum nesh size of 6.5 inches, with two
tags fixed to each net. Vessels may only fish with roundfish
nets during July through February of each fishing year

Vessel s may fish any conbination of roundfish and flatfish nets,
provi ded that the total nunmber of nets fished does not exceed 100.

GB RVA

Vessel s fishing under either a Day or Trip gillnet designation and
that are fishing under a NE nultispecies DAS in the GB RVA will be
required to fish with nets having a nini num nesh size of 6.5 inches
and will be restricted to fishing no nore than 50 nets, with two tags
fixed to each net. The effective date of this nesh size requirenent

i s August 15, 2002.

SNE RMVA

Vessel s fishing under either a Day or Trip gillnet designation and
that are fishing under a NE nultispecies DAS in the SNE RVA wi || be
required to fish with nets having a nini nrum nesh size of 6.5 inches
and will be restricted to fishing no nore than 75 nets, with two tags
fixed to each net. The effective date of this nmesh size requirenment

i s August 15, 2002.

MA RMVA

G llnet regulations when fishing under a NE nultispeci es DAS renmin

unchanged for this nmanagenent area. That is:

. Vessels that fish under a Day qgillnet designation will continue
to be authorized to fish up to 160 nets, provided that the vessel
does not fish nore than 80 roundfish nets. Roundfish and
flatfish nets nust have a m ni mum nesh size of 5.5-inch di anond
or 6.0-inch square nmesh, with roundfish nets having two tags
fixed to each net, and flatfish nets having one tag fixed to each
net.

. Vessel s that fish under a Trip gillnet designation are not
limted to a restriction on the nunber of nets fished. All nets
must have a m ni mum nesh size of 5.5-inch dianpond or 6.0-inch
square nesh

Gllnet Vessels Fishing Under a Monkfish DAS

Under this interimfinal rule, vessels that hold a |imted access
nonkfi sh Category C or D permt (i.e., vessels that hold both a
monkfish and a NE nmultispecies limted access pernit) and that are
fishing under a nonkfish DAS will be restricted to using 150 nets in
all areas, provided that the vessel fishes with nets having a m ni mum
mesh size of 10 inches. Such vessels will also be required to attach
one tag to each net.
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Vessel s Fishing Under the Large Mesh DAS Program

Vessels that hold a valid limted access NE multispecies Large Mesh

I ndi vi dual DAS category (Category F) or Large Mesh Fl eet DAS category
(Category G permt will be required to fish with nets having a nesh
size that is 2.0 inches larger than the current regul ated nmesh size
when fishing under the NE nultispecies DAS program This nesh size
regul ation applies throughout the entire net (i.e., not just the
codend for trawl vessels). Therefore, vessels fishing under a NE

mul ti species DAS with a valid Large Mesh DAS permt with traw nets or
sink gillnets will be required to fish with nets having 8.5-inch
square or dianmond nesh when fishing in the GOM GB, and SNE RMAs, and
7.5-inch dianmond or 8.0-inch square nesh when fishing in the MA RVA
Limted access NE multispecies vessels issued Large Mesh category
permits will have until Septenber 1, 2002, to conply with these new
mesh size requirenents.

Change to Permt Category

Vessel owners or an authorized representative have a one-tine
opportunity to change a vessel’s NE nultispecies permt category each
fishing year. This change nust be made within 45 days of permt

i ssuance, and a vessel nay not fish in nore than one permt category
during a fishing year. However, under this interimfinal rule, for
the 2002 fishing year, owners of vessels that were issued a limted
access NE nultispecies permt prior to August 1, 2002, may request a
change in permt category one time prior to August 31, 2002, or within
45 days of permit issuance, whichever date is later. Thus, prior to
August 31, 2002, a vessel may withdraw fromthe |l arge nmesh category if
it is already in that category, or may opt into this category for the
first time this fishing year. For vessels that change pernit
category, the associated DAS nay be adjusted accordingly.

Hook- Gear Vessel s

De- hooker restriction

Vessels that hold a valid limted access NE mul ti speci es Hook- Gear
permt (Category D) will be prohibited fromusing de-hookers
(crucifiers) with less than 6-inch spacing between the fairl eed
rol |l ers.

Hook size restriction

Limted access vessels fishing with |ongline gear under a NE

Mul tispecies DAS in the GOM GB, or SNE RMAs will be required to use
12/ 0 or larger circle hooks.

Restriction on Nunber of Rigged Hooks

When fishing in the GOM or SNE RVMAs, |inited access Hook- Gear vessels
wWill be restricted to possessing no nore than 2,000 rigged hooks on
board. When fishing in the GB RMA, such vessels will be restricted to
possessing no nore than 3,600 rigged hooks on board. Vessels fishing
in the MA RMA will be subject to the current 4,500-hook restriction
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€0 GB SNE MA
M NIl MUM MESH S| ZE RESTRI CTI ONS FOR G LLNET GEAR
NE Mul tispecies Jul y- February Roundfi sh nets
Day G|l net only: 5.5" (14.0 cm
Cat egor y* Roundfi sh nets di amond or 6.0"
6.5" (16.5 cm (15.2 cm square
mesh; Al nets Al nets nmesh;
50- net al | owance; 6.5" (16.5 6.5" (16.5 80- net al | owance
2 tags/ net cm nmnesh; cm nmesh; 2 tags/ net
50- net 75- net
Year - r ound: al | owance; al | owance; Flatfish nets
Flatfish nets 2 tags/net 2 tags/ net 5.5" (14.0 cm
7.0" (17.8 cm di amond or 6.0"
nmesh; (15.2 cm square
100- net al | owance; nmesh;
1 tag/ net 160- net al | owance
1 tag/ net;
NE Mul tispecies All nets Al nets Al nets Al gillnet gear
Trip Gllnet 6.5" (16.5 cm 6.5" (16.5 6.5" (16.5 5.5" (14.0 cm
Cat egor y* mesh; cm nesh; cm nesh; di amond or 6.0"
150- net al | owance; 50- net 75- net (15.2 cm square
1 tag/ net al | owance; al | owance; nmesh;
2 tags/ net 2 tags/ net No net limt; no
tag requirenment
Monkf i sh 10" (25.4 cm) nmesh/150-net al |l owance
Vessel s**
1 tag/ net
M NI MUM MESH SI ZE RESTRI CTI ONS FOR TRAW. CEAR
Codend only 6.5" (16.5 cnm) dianond or 7.0" (17.8 6.5" (16.5 cm
nesh size* square cm dianmond | di anond or square
or 6.5"
(16.5 cm
square
Large Mesh 8.5" (21.6 cn) dianond or square 7.5" (19.0 cm
Cat egory - di anond or 8.0"
entire net square (20.3 cm

MAXI MUM NUMBER

OF HOOKS AND SI ZE RESTRI CTI ONS FOR HOOK- GEAR

Lim ted access
NE nul ti speci es

2,000 hooks

3, 600 hooks

2,000 hooks

4,500 hooks (no
change)

vessel s

the fairlead rollers

No | ess than 6" (15.2 cm spacing all owed between

for

m ni mum si ze of 12/0 circle hooks required
| ongl i ne gear

N A

Table 1. Gear

Restrictions by Regul ated Mesh Area
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REVI SION TO COD M NI MUM FI SH SI ZE (Comrerci al Vessel s)

This interimfinal rule revises the mninmmsize for cod that may be
lawful ly taken and sold by a comrercial vessel to 22 inches tota
length. Al other conmercial size limts remain unchanged by this
action.

NE MULTI SPECI ES POSSESSI ON RESTRI CTI ONS

Yell owtail Fl ounder Possession Restrictions

This interimfinal rule establishes restrictions on the possession and
| andi ng of yellowail flounder for vessels fishing south or west of
the GB RMA. As a result of these possession restrictions, vessels

fishing under the NE nultispecies DAS programw |l be required to
obtain a Letter of Authorization (LOA) to possess and | and yell ow ai |
flounder. Vessels will be required to remain in the authorization

program for a m nimum of 30 consecutive days.

Yel lowtai |l Fl ounder Prohibition

. Al'l vessels are prohibited from possessing or |anding yellowail
flounder in or fromthe SNE and MA RVAs south of 40°00' N. |at.,
except for transiting purposes, provided all gear is properly
stowed according to the regul ations.

Vessel s Fishing any Part of a Trip in the SNE and MA RMAsS North of

40°00" N. lat.

. Limted access NE multispecies vessels may possess and | and
yell owail flounder when fishing any part of a trip in the MA or
SNE RMAs north of 40°00° N. lat. under the conditions described
bel ow, or when transiting, provided all gear is properly stowed
according to the regul ations.

. March 1 through May 31: Al limted access NE nultispecies
vessel s, unless otherwi se restricted, will be subject to a
possession and landing Iimt of 250 I b of yellowail per trip.

. June 1 through February 28: Al linted access NE nmultispecies
vessels, unless otherwi se restricted, will be subject to a

possession and landing |imt of 750 I b of yellowtail flounder per
day and 3,000 I b per trip.

. Vessel s must have on board a valid SNE Yel | owt ail Fl ounder
Possessi on/ Landi ng Aut hori zation, and may not fish south of
40°00" N. lat. while participating in this authorization program
and fishing under a NE nultispeci es DAS

Vessel s Fishing Exclusively in the GOM or GB RMA

. Limted access NE nmultispecies vessels fishing in the GOM or GB
RMA are not subject to a yellowtail flounder possession or
landing limt, provided that vessels possess on board a valid
GOM GB Yel |l omt ai | Fl ounder Possession/ Landi ng Aut hori zation, and
do not fish outside the GOM and GB RMAs while participating in
this authorization program and fishing under a NE nmultispecies
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DAS, except for transiting purposes provided all gear is stowed
according to the regul ati ons.

Possession Restrictions for Handgear Pernm tted Vessel s

Under this interimfinal rule, the conbined trip limt for cod,
haddock, and yellowail flounder for vessels that hold an open access
NE mul ti speci es Handgear permit will be reduced to 200 | b per trip,

unl ess otherwi se restricted according to the regulations. Open access
Handgear permitted vessels will still be authorized to possess and

| and one Atlantic halibut per trip, and unlimted anounts of other NE
mul ti species. Such vessels are required to use and possess only rod
and reel or handline gear while in possession, fishing for, or |anding
NE mul ti speci es, and nust have at | east one standard tote on board.

As with limted access NE nultispecies permtted vessels, open access
Handgear pernmitted vessels are prohibited from possessing yell ow ai

fl ounder south of 40°00° N. lat. when fishing in the SNE and MA RMAs.
However, open access Handgear vessels are not required to obtain a LOA
to possess yellowtail flounder in the RMAS north of this line.

GB Cod Trip Limt Modification

This interimfinal rule does not change the GB cod trip linit, but
makes the trip limt nore restrictive with respect to the DAS clock in
order to be consistent with the GOMcod trip limt provisions.
Therefore, under this rule, a vessel subject tothe G landing limt
may cone into port and offload cod in excess of the landing linmt
determ ned by the nunber of DAS el apsed, provided the vessel operator
does not call out of the DAS program and does not depart fromthe dock
or nooring until the remmi nder the additional 24-hour period has

el apsed. For exanple, a vessel that has been called into the DAS
program for 25 hours at the tinme of landing may land only up to 4,000
Ib of cod (2 DAS worth of cod), provided the vessel does not call out
of the DAS programor depart fromthe dock until the remai nder of the
48- hour period, starting with the beginning of the fishing trip, has
el apsed. As with the GOMtrip |imt regulations, a vessel nay transit
to another port during the tinme it is required to run its clock

provi ded that the operator notifies the Regional Administrator and the
gear is stowed according to the regul ati ons.

&M Cod

This interimfinal rule increases the daily possession linmt for GOM
cod to 500 I b per DAS, but mamintains the trip linit of 4,000 I b per
trinp.

Recreati onal and Party/Charter Vessel Restrictions

Size Limt Mdification
This interimfinal rule increases the mnimumsize limt for cod and
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haddock to 23 inches total length for Party/Charter vessels not
fishing on a NE nultispecies DAS, and private recreational vessels.

Possession Limt Mdification

This interimfinal rule inplements the foll ow ng possession limt

restrictions:

For Party/ Charter vessels:

. During April - Novenber, no nore than 10 cod and haddock
combi ned, per person, per trip, when fishing any part of a trip
in the GOM RVA.

. During Decenber - March, no nore than 10 cod and haddock
conbi ned, of which no nore than 5 may be cod, per person, per
trip, when fishing any part of a trip in the GOM RVA.

For private recreational vessels:

. During Decenber - March, no nore than 10 cod and haddock
combi ned, of which no nore than 5 may be cod, per person, per
trip, when fishing any part of a trip in the GOM RVA

Party/ Charter Exenptions from GOM O osed Areas

This interimfinal rule nodifies the current GOM Party/ Charter closed

area exenption program as foll ows:

. To fish in the WBOM and Cashes Ledge Cl osed Areas, vessels wll
be required to obtain a Letter of Authorization fromthe Regi onal
Adm ni strator for the entire fishing year, beginning at the tine
the vessel enrolls in the programthrough April 30.

. To fish in the GOM seasonal closure areas, vessels will be
required to obtain a Letter of Authorization fromthe Regi onal
Admi nistrator for a mninmumof 3 nonths.

While participating in the GOM Party/ Charter closed area exenption
program a vessel may not fish comrercially for any speci es except
t una.

This letter is only a sunmary of the regul ations that have been

i npl emrented. To read these regulations in their entirety, you are
encouraged to obtain a conplete copy by calling (978) 281-9278, or by
accessing the NE Regional Ofice web page. Up to date question and
answer information is also available on the NE Regional Ofice web
page at: http://ww.nero.nnfs. gov.

This Small Entity Conpliance CGuide conplies with section 212 of the
Smal | Busi ness Regul atory Enforcenent and Fairness Act of 1996.

Si ncerely,

Patricia A Kurkul
Regi onal Admi ni strator
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