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Restoring alewives in the St. Croix watershed has been a priority for the Service since 
establishing Moosehorn National Wildlife Refuge in the 1930s, continuing with funding 
fishways in 1963, and most recently with monitoring the fish run at Milltown Dam.   
 

 
Our Maine offices in Orono and Falmouth have supported alewife restoration in many ways, 
including:  
 

 Providing funds and technical assistance for the past 11 years to monitor alewife and 
other sea-run fish at the first dam on the St. Croix River, the Milltown Dam, including 
replacing a deteriorated fish trap to continue collecting river herring data. 

 Serving as a member of the St. Croix River Fisheries Steering Committee along with 
fishery managers and professionals from the St. Croix International Waterway 
Commission, State of Maine, International Joint Commission, Canada Fisheries and 
Oceans and New Brunswick Department of Natural Resources.  

 Providing funds for a St. Croix alewife/bass interaction study and serving as a member of 
a technical advisory committee to guide research, address local concerns and present 
results at public meetings. 

 Reviewing restoration alternatives for the St. Croix River in 2010-2012 and participating 
in 2012 on a U.S. State Department Committee to review federal authority to re-open 
fishways.   

 Providing technical assistance to the Passamaquodddy-Wabanaki Tribe and Schoodic 
River Keepers on the role of alewife in the St. Croix River watershed. 

 Participating in Federal Energy Regulatory Commission hydroelectric relicensing 
proceedings for the West Branch and Forest City projects upstream of fishways being 
opened. 

 
 
 
 
For more information contact Meagan Racey 413-253-8558, Meagan_Racey@fws.gov 


